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A timeless classic

SYED FAHIM

should meet some common high standards for

quality, appeal, longevity, and influence. Such a
work must be of high artistic quality, at least for the time
in which it was written. It should not only represent
that era but also should stand the test of time. It should
have universal appeal, spark intellectual debates, shape
societal attitudes, and be able to inspire generations to
relate to its message. While the Holy Quran is a religious
scripture, let us examine how at the same time it is a
timeless ‘classic’.

Every time one reads the Quran intending to
understand its message, one can expect to discover a
new perspective from the same text that had previously
alluded to a different meaning. This is, in essence, due to
the maturity of thought and experience of the individual
reading the Quran — the evolution of the mindset
between the two instances of reading the same text on
two different occasions. However, how one benefits
from it is left to the reader, or maybe a more apt term
should be the ‘discoverer’ of its message.

The Quran is a grand sum of stories of the past,
rumblings of the present, prophecies of the future,
rhetorical questions aimed at unbelievers, answers to
the ridiculing questions of the disbelievers, description
of nature and super-nature, a teaser for what is yet to
be discovered, explanation of what is observed but not
understood, decrees for a newly forming community,
and a lot more. The variety and intricacy of subjects
it covers make the Quran an ideal catalyst to spark
intellectual debates and keep it relevant 15 centuries
later.

The Quran may show you multiple messages on
the same page. A busy person may open it randomly
to recite just one bit at a given time for blessings. They
may come across an anecdote, a warning, a supplication,
or a proclamation within that one page. This is one way
of ensuring that the reader gets the maximum benefit
from even short spurts of reading the text, instead of just
learning about one topic. One can always find all verses

To be generally agreed upon as a classic, works

on a particular topic, which have been assembled and
published widely.

Alternatively, one can look up a word or a topic in
any modern Quran app if that is the intention. This is,
in fact, a higher degree of reading the Quran, a sort of
consulting the book. And this is where one really starts
discovering the scheme and sophistication of the book.

One may find it perplexing when interrelated
messages are found to be intertwined or, in other cases,
scattered among various surahs and sections of the
Quran. However, herein lies the beauty of the scheme
of assembly. For a curious reader, this is the start of
an exhausting yet exhilarating quest to figure out the
puzzle. Often, one finds nuggets of wisdom on a course,
and then the trail may seem to disappear. Finding the
next clue is a challenge that keeps the reader returning
to the book, deepening one’s learning. And once the
trail is found again, it brings the euphoria and the urge
to get to the next discovery. This structure also fuels
the centuries-long appeal of the text, with each new
generation unveiling new and improved nuances from
the scripture.

The notion may appear elusive, though, if the reader
does not even know what the text means. One may
learn the Arabic phonics to be able to read the Quran
judiciously. But how can one expect to feel a tug at
their heart without even realising if the verse they just
read was a question or an answer? It is hence imp-
erative that the Quran should ideally be read alongside
its translation if the person reading it is not a speaker
of the Arabic language. A modern-day person reading
the Quran may find the discourse on cosmology,
meteorology, or anatomy simplified; but this was the
state of humans when the glorious book was revealed.
In fact, the permanent beauty of its verses is evident in
the fact that human beings in all periods of history have
found wisdom in them.

The superior linguistic quality of the Quran for its
time of revelation is well established. Its enduring appeal,
influence, and impact generation after generation are

6
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equally undeniable. Maybe, it is time we open the Quran
to study it rather than giving a customary reading.
Maybe, we will discover the hidden element whose very
narration makes us sway back and forth with its soulful,
yet un-decoded charm.

We have a classic in our hands, but its understanding
is wrapped up in a silk ghilaf (cover), on the top shelf
of the study cabinet. It is time we began to peruse its
contents carefully to discover its meaning.

Scientific accuracy of the Holy Quran

It is generally understood that Quran is a revealed
scripture that like other scriptures deals only with moral
values, rituals and prayers. It is not true. Quran is a book
that gives the basics of social, moral, legal, economic,
matrimonial and political prescriptions as a system.
Besides, Quran alludes to the scientific and cosmological
theories. The book of Dr. Maurice Bucaille titled “The
Bible, The Quran and Science” is a very famous treatise
that exclusively sheds light on the scientific aspects of
Quran, which cannot be denied or challenged. He tried,
in his book to separate what belongs to Revelation from
what is the product of error or human interpretation.
His study sheds new light on holy scriptures. He looked
on these scriptures from scientific outlook and praised
the accuracy and verity of the Quran.

Albert Einstein was the Father of Modern Physics.
He was born on March 14, 1879 in Germany and died on
April 18, 1955 in New Jersey, USA. He was a theoretical
physicist. His ‘Quantum Theory’ has brought immense
revolution in the realm of physics. He is best known for
his equation E = mc2, which states that energy and mass
(matter) are the same thing, just in different forms.

He is also well known for his discovery of the
“Photoelectric Effects, for which he won the Nobel Prize
for Physics in 1921. He developed a theory of special and
general relativity, which helped complete and expand
upon theories that had been put frothily Isaac Newton
over two hundred years prior. “Theory of Relativity” has
opened new vistas in Physics and the Time-Space new
concept brought immense advancement in the study
of Physics. In the Holy Quran, there are several Verses
that pertain to the Theory of Relativity. One of them in
Surah Al-Hajj says: “Surely, a day, beside your Lord is
like a thousand years for the day you count.” (22:47).
Special Theory of Relativity is the theory of Space-
Time structure. In his last days, Einstein was working
on the “Grand Unified Theory.” About this theory

4

Edgar writes: “The conception of creation is begun by
Islam. “Grand Unified Theory” and Islam can reconcile
together which means Islam and its science certainly
are in accordance with nature and universal values.”
The researchers believe that Einstein had thoroughly
studied Quran and derived his scientific theories from
the Quranic cosmology. This is the reason, once he
praised Quran much. He opines: “Quran is not a book of
Algebra or Geometry but is a collection of rules which
guides human beings to the right way, the way which
the greatest philosophers are unable to decline it.”

It is said that in his last days of life he was immensely
immersed by the Quranic wisdom and the scientific
accuracies, that people thought he had embraced Islam.
He is also known as an “unannounced convert” to Islam.
There is no shred of doubt in it that he was a committed
Jew but his literary and philosophical mindset accepted
the truth of Quran as a revealed book and he cogitated
on the Verses of Quran.

Besides his excellence in science, his two books
titled “Out of My Later Years” and “The World as I see
It” depict humanism, rationalism and his deep insight
and interest in theology, philosophy and literature. He
frankly admitted the scientific perspectives and verities
delineated in Quran. Once, a great British philosopher
and playwright Bernard Shaw said: “Europe will accept
religion and the book of Mohammad.”

Actually, the acknowledgment of Einstein shuddered
the theological circles of Europe and the intellectual got
involved and interested to study Islam as a code of life
that is natural, rational, humane and scientific. Christian
priests considered Earth as static and when Galileo
said earth is not static but dynamic, he had to suffer at
the hands of clergy. Similarly, Kepler and many other
scientists had to suffer for their scientific inquiries. On
the other hand, In Surah Al-Rehman, it is said: “The Sun
and the Moon follow the (prescribed) timings. And the
herbs and the trees do obeisance (unto Him). And the
Heaven, He did raise it high, and placed the scale (within
reach) (27: 5-7). Then in Surah Yasin, Quran says: “And
the Sun travels unto a resting place fixed for it; that is
the decree of Almighty, the All-Knowing. And (as for)
the Moon, We have fixed for it stages till it returns to be
bent like an old palm branch. It is not (expedient) for the
Sun that it should overtake the Moon, nor can the night
outstrip the day; and each (of these luminaries) rotate
on in (its peculiar) sphere (23: 38, 39, 40).

(Dr. Magsood Jafri — Pakistan Observer, April 19, 2024)
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A
Lovefor the Prophet (PBUH)

MAJ GEN MUHAMMAD TAHIR (RETD)

The year was 571 AD, and the day was Monday, which
is regarded revered.

The excessive veneration, love and light of the Prophet
(PBUH) is a remarkable characteristic and central theme
of the Sufi thought and thinking. Holy Quran refers to the
Prophet (PBUH) as a “Shining Lamp”. Another Verse reads:
“There came to you from God a light and a clear book.”
(Surah 5:15)

Rumi expresses so much love for the Prophet (PBUH).
He says, “From the beginning of my life, I have been looking
for your face. Today I have seen the charm, the beauty, the
unfathomable grace that I was looking for. I am bewildered
by your magnificence and wish to see you with a hundred
eyes. Your fragrant breath like the morning breeze has come
to the stillness of the garden. Every fiber of my being is in
love with you. You have made radiant for me the earth and
sky. My arrow of love has arrived at the target. [ am in the
house of mercy and my heart is a place of prayer.”

The Prophet (PBUH) is the seal of all the Prophets. He
was given the most exalted character for Muslims to emulate
as Quran says, “Verily you have in Messenger of God an
excellent exemplar for him, who looks to God and the Last
Day and remembers God often.” He is perfect what they
call him as al-Insan-ul-Kamil. Rumi says, “I am the dust on
the path of Muhammad (PBUH) the chosen one. If anyone
quotes anything except this from my sayings, [ part with him
and am outraged by these words.”

On one occasion, after the passing away of the Prophet
(PBUH) when Hazrat Ayesha (RA) was asked, what was
he like? She replied, “His nature was as the Quran.” This
meant that from her intense and intimate experience of the
Prophet (PBUH), she formed the impression that he was
as an incarnation of the revealed Book. Her answer is not
surprising in view of the analogy between the Message and
the Messenger, for the Messenger is not only the recipient
of the Revealed Message, but he is also like the Revelation.
That is what Rasul means to this world from beyond.

Rumi talks of the Prophets and says, “The Prophets are
like sweet apple tree. All the Prophets grew on the same tree
and the Prophets were picked from the tree of Prophethood
at different times, Adam was first, then Noah, Ibrahim,

ﬁ prilis the birth month of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH).
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Moses, Christ and then our Prophet (PBUH). Our Prophet
stayed on the tree the longest that is why he is the sweetest.
He says, “When you go to the garden see the Cypress tree,
which stands tall and holds its head high, but do not have any
sweet fruit to offer you, but a fruit tree with sweet succulent
fruit its branches are even lying on the ground. The sweeter
the fruit, the dustier the branches and no one was dustier
than our Prophet as he was the sweetest.”

The night journey of the Last Messenger (PBUH) - his
ascent through the spheres - is touched in the introductory
Verse of the Quran (Surah 17). The connection of ‘Meraj’ with
daily prayers is a repetition of the joy of ascension in which
every Muslim feels the divine presence is often made. Rumi
expressed it this way, “Love is ascension towards the roof of
the Prince of Beauty, read the story of the ascension from the
cheek of the beloved.”

Not even the archangel, Gabriel, could accompany the
Prophet (PBUH) beyond ‘Sidratul Muntaha’. “If 1 would
go one step further, my wings would get burned,” is the
archangel’s sigh. For Rumi, this answer describes the
weakness of discursive reason, when it draws nearer to
the mystery of divine love. It was at this moment that the
Prophet (PBUH) was left alone in the loving encounter
with God that he describes with the words, “I have a time
with God in which no created being has access,” not even
Gabriel, who is pure spirit, for Gabriel is still a veil between
the lover and the beloved. The Prophet’s expression, “I have
a time with God.” is often used by the sufis to point to their
experience of ‘time’ the moment at which they break through
created time and reach the Eternal, when everything created
(including the archangel) remains outside and is in their
experience annihilated.Igbal in his modern interpretation of
mystical symbols, understands this tradition as a reference
to the moment at which the mystic establishes contact with
God. The opening words of (Surah 17) “Praised be He who
travelled with His servant at night,” indicate that even in the
moment of rapture, the Prophet (PBUH) is still called His
servant, Abduhu. That implies that ‘servant’ is the highest
possible name for a human being. The poet indulges in
imaginative description of the heavenly journey performed
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on the handsome steed (Burraaq), and how the Prophet
(PBUH) passes through the spheres of sun and moon
along the Milky Way talking with the Prophets, until he
reaches the Divine Presence.

“The Night of Ascension” is said to be the counterpart
of the “Night of Power” (Laylatul Qadr) - the night when
the Quran was first revealed. The Prophet (PBUH)
received many benedictions and spiritual privileges
from the Divine Presence. The final stage of this
journey is described by al-Suyuti, as follows: “Such was
the sweetness of His melodious voice that it gave me
confidence, and so I spoke to Him of my need. I said, “O
Lord, Thou didst take Abraham as a friend, Thou didst
speak with Moses face to face, Thou didst raise Enoch
to a high place, Thou didst give Solomon a kingdom
such as none after him might attain and didst give to
David the Psalter. What then is there for me, O Lord?”
He replied, “O Muhammad (PBUH) ... I am sending you
as a Prophet to the white folk of the earth, and the black
folk and the red folk, to Jinn and to men thereon, though
never before you, have I sent a Prophet to the whole
of them. I am appointing the earth, its dry land and
its sea, for you and for your community as a place for
purification and worship. I am giving your community
the right to booty, which I have given as provision to
no community before them. I shall aid you with such
terrors as will make your enemies flee hefore you,
while you are still a month’s journey away. I shall send
down to you the Master of all Books and the guardian of
them, a Quran which We Ourselves have parceled out
(106/107).” ... “I shall exalt your name for you, even to
the extent of conjoining it with My name, so that none
of the regulations of my religion will ever be mentioned
without you being mentioned along with Me.”

After such an overwhelming experience, during
which he was declared to be inwardly the synthesis of
all previous messengers and was granted assurances
of Divine Succor and Glory, the Prophet (PBUH) was
naturally reluctant to leave the Divine Presence and to
return to the world of relativity and passion. He was
promised however before his return to earth, that
he and his followers would experience the ecstasy of
ascension in divine worship.

That is why the daily prayers are called the meraj of
the faithful.” “The Quranic dicta about the Last Prophet
(PBUH) as the Seal of Prophets, after whom no prophet
will ever appear on earth has shaped the Muslim faith
since centuries.

Quran and
Igbal’s concept
of education

Pakistan
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DR. AYESHA ASHRAF

Valuable is the taste for art, ye men of vision;
But vision that perceives not the reality is useless.
The goal of Art is the flame of the immortal life, not this fleeting
breath transitory like the spark.
0 “Spring rain” If they do not throw the heart of the river into
ferment,
The shell and the pearl are both worthless.
Nations do not revive without miracles,
And art, without the miracle of Moses, is dead.
Zarb-e-Kaleem, p I17.

II educationists may not happen to be philosophers but
all philosophers, obviously, were educationists whether

involved directly or indirectly.

Be it Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Dewey or Rousseau, they all
shared the opinion that to bring a positive change in a society,
change in its educational system is crucial. Like the mentioned
scholars, Dr Muhammad Allama Igbal was also a renowned
philosopher and a revolutionary poet of the subcontinent, who
figured out the core problems in the Muslim societies existing in
his time. However, Igbal has never been an educationist in the
limited everyday sense of the word except for a comparatively
brief period in teaching as junior professor of Philosophy in the
Government College Lahore.

On the basis of his great vision, solid education and sheer
experience of world, he also recommended major reforms in
the educational system. His philosophy does not only offer the
solutions to the problems of his time, but also holds solutions
to the prevalent problems of the Muslim societies. He considers
true education as a system that gives its students a direction,
courage and critical thinking. As per Igbal’s philosophy, any
knowledge seeker should be free to explore what is hidden inside
and outside. Educational institutes should be very focused in
provision of the required facilities to the students to have first-
hand experiences.

MAY 2024



PERILS OF SOCIAL MEDIA

PRESS REVIEW

The dark side of connecting through internet, cell phones

The perils of social media and Pakistan

DR. RAASHID WALI JANJUA

Social media and communication revolution

have changed the way people interact and forge
relationships. According to Yuval Noah Hariri, the
animal world is still diverse and distinct in many ways
but the human world has gotten homogeneous with
humans appearing the same the world over. While there
are positives in this global integration, there are several
negatives too, considering the vast gulf in the level of
education and economic circumstances of the people
inhabiting different parts of the world.

Scholars and communication experts have started
warning of the perils of social media. According to
scholars like Jonathan Haidt, social media transformed
into a monster from 2009 to 2012 because of the way
engagement was promoted between hithertofore
anonymous social media users. The like button on

4 I Yhe world around us is changing and so are we.
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Facebook and the retweet button on Twitter led to
engagement pattern that solicited praise besides arming
anonymous users with the power to give virality to the
content of their choice. This development, according
to US National Digital Media Survey, led to increasing
number of self-harm and suicide incidents amongst the
youth especially the young girls.

Instagram, Facebook and Twitter’s sharing and content
proliferation options led towards greater conflict, anxiety
and a predilection for external validation amongst
the users. According to Tristan Harris, the problem
of social dilemma i.e. the compulsion to inhabit social
media landscape, even if one knows the pitfalls lying
ahead, makes the job of weaning young impressionable
cohort away from social media a difficult undertaking.
According to Haidt, the unbridled use of social media
leads towards ‘fragilization’ of the young generation
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PERILS OF SOCIAL MEDIA

especially Generation Z that came of age in 2014. That
generation due to adverse exposure to social media is
prone to anxiety and trigger points that elicit visceral
responses.

The rise of populism the world over is also a
consequence of social media. The political discourse
became fractious and violent after 2014 when social
media platforms enabled virality of content sans identity.
The us versus them debates engendered a culture of echo
chambers and social media bubbles as per Fady Nagler,
Zelinsky and Tucker (2019). A survey and analysis of
Twitter accounts by the researchers found out that 61%
of the members of the most conservative segment in
sample displayed an aversion to follow the accounts of
left leaning subscribers and publications.

According to John Haidt, not only the Generation 7
but all other institutions in the US became adversely
impacted by social media after 2012. The writer argues
in book, Life After Babel, that social media made people
more hostile and fragmented. By allowing everyone to
attack everyone, social media turned people against
people through non-stop reality shows. As per Dominic
Spohr (2017), the “tyranny of filter bubbles and echo
chambers” led towards political polarization and hatred
towards rivals. The quality of democracy actually started
going down in the US after 2016 because of use of hate
peddling narratives on social media by politicians.

According to Alan Kantrowitz who built the retweet
button on Twitter, “We Handed a Loaded Weapon to 4
year Olds”. According to an American founding father,
James Madison, the most imminent threat to democracy
was from factionalism. He had characterized his top fear
in these words: “Factions animated by passions which
are contagious like fire”. Now the dangers to liberal
democracy are emerging from the passions inflamed by
the animated debates on social media fueling hatred.

A manifestation of the above is the rise of populism
that believes in whipping up public frenzy through
critical statements and phantasmagorical promises.
The apogee of above was the rise of Donald Trump in
2016. Trump thrived on an electoral culture spawned
by social media that preferred community, racial
identity, and political tribalism over economic issues.
That is why Obama’s good economic performance did
not get translated into better approval ratings for the
Democratic Party. Whatever Trump said was lapped up
by his flock as a divine commandment.

The great leader could do no wrong was the credo
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of his loyal followers. Trump’s ‘Truth Social Media’
company attained a mindboggling price to sales ratio of
2000 compared to normal companies’ ratio of 10. And
that too for a company having revenue of $3 million
and net worth of $8 million. His use of soundbites
and inflammatory tweets resonated well with an
electorate already polarized by the social media. In a
prescient article ‘Yes, Social Media Really is Undermining
Democracy’, American commentators on social media
recommend delayed entry of youth in social media along
with introduction of laws and technology to ensure
identification of social media users. The anonymity on
social media encourages verbal violence and immunity
form accountability of one’s act even in advanced
societies such as in the US.

When American politics can get dysfunctional
due to negative influence of social media, one can
well imagine the impact on fragile polity and poorly
educated electorate of countries like Pakistan. The
din and jostle of social media encourages conflict,
factionalism and demagoguery. The continual online
sparring and suppression of the contrarian views
silences the sane voices and diminishes the quality
of debate. Political parties in Pakistan have started
using social media as weapon of choice to attack
the adversaries muzzling dissent and discouraging
challenges to the meta narratives of the leaders of the
political cults.

As compared to advanced democracies with high
literacy rate, in Pakistan the impact of social media on
society is more damaging. Instead of becoming part
of rational debates, the social media driven jousts in
Pakistan are further isolating the young and poorly
educated youth into social media bunkers, parrying
assaults and sniping with equal ferocity from the
perceived safety of these redoubts. A bunkered
mentality is thus fostered that laps up the narrative of
any cult leader hook, line and sinker.

According to thinkers like Yuval Noah Hariri,
the advent of Al is likely to further fragmentize and
depersonalize the politics by hijacking the narratives
through the tyranny of technology. Deepfakes, and
algorithm driven customized feeds have already shown a
preview of the coming anarchy. Pakistan direly requires
laws and technology that prevent depersonalization and
polarization of politics.

MAY 2024

11



PERILS OF SOCIAL MEDIA

PRESS REVIEW

X
Snags of social media ™ "

OMAY AIMEN

he value of social media as an agent of change cannot
Tbe ignored as it gives voice to the voiceless segments

of society to contribute to civic engagement and foster
democratic ethics. Social media platforms are also being
used as a means for inspiring disruptive voices, messages,
or ideologies to proliferate their views which are otherwise
suppressed on state-owned or influenced formal media.
While the internet has turned into an academic collaborative
apparatus, it has also, very rapidly, turned into a news-
generating machine or social media. Uninterrupted access,
user-friendly features and applications, the absence of an
attribution mechanism and many other features of this
revolutionary medium have brought about numerous
challenges to civilized and democratic societies.

Unlike conventional media, social media works on
sensationalism instead of credibility of the news or
information. The existing nature of social media has led to
unbridled versions of democracy which are devoid of age-old
practiced democratic norms. It is being perceived that these
networking sites and platforms may be holding democracy a
hostage instead of leading to the free and equal democratic
ideals they were believed to support.

Ironically, social media has become a platform for fake
news and propaganda to stimulate certain audiences towards
a particular way of thinking. Consequently, in-dividuals or
groups of people have transformed social media to their
vested personal or political interests. This transformation
has resulted in an increased ascent of populism around the
world. Subsequently, the active role of the audience as made
possible by social media has become an opportunity for
populist actors to spread their political messages or agendas.

Pakistan is no exception to this phenomenon of
massive reliance on social media for achieving vested
political objectives. Coherent proliferation of ideas is a
thing of the past as access to social media has encouraged
the proliferation of fragmented ideas which is fodder for
populists. In a very short span of time, Pakistan’s media
landscape had an unprecedented transformation from state-
owned Pakistan Television to a swarm of private channels.
With their primitive exuberant impunity in sensitizing
content, these channels were brought into the confines of
somewhat restrictions through the media’s own ethics and
the state’s regulatory apparatus.

Although, competitive commercial obligations dictated
by Television Rating Point (TRP) phenomenon continue to
exist even today but it is controlled by factors like attribution
and credibility of contents besides regulatory mechanisms
by the State. In line with the rest of the global trends,
Pakistan’s mainstream electronic and print media have
been confronted with a new challenge of social media which
has emerged as a competitor and has almost succeeded in
eclipsing the significance of credible mainstream media.

Unbridled social media has not only posed commercial
challenges to mainstream me-dia but also obscured the
sanity of the coherent proliferation of ideals. The mainstream
media is grappling with a situation where it has to maintain
its credibili-ty and sanity in the face of unrestrained social
media with a continuous trend of breaking news syndrome.
It raises serious ramifications for formal media to sustain
this pressure and maintain its viability in the face of growing
social media onslaught.

This upsurge in the popularity of social media has also
transformed our political mi-lieu. The old playbook for
shaping the country’s politics is outdated; social media and
youth mobilization have become game changers. In the garb
of these politically transformed ideas, a particular political
force has gone to an extent where facts are re-placed with
concocted versions. The youth which forms more than
64% of the country is driven by sensational social media
narratives leaving no room for sane democratic voices.

The country’s perilous political, internal security, and
above all economic situation does not warrant any polarized
political commotion. The recent incident at Bahawalnagar
is a true manifestation of fictitious propaganda which had
serious implications for national security where related
institutions were pitched against each other; thanks to a well-
orchestrated social media campaign to malign Pakistan Law
Enforcement Agencies. The episode reflects a stark image
of how the event was portrayed on social media on one side
and mainstream media on the other; a responsible and sane
depiction by the latter. It is also imperative to highlight that
unverified and concocted assertions and content on social
media are quickly picked by hostile foreign elements for
subsequently twisting the facts to malign the country and
its institutions.
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Fabricated information

MUNAWAR SIDDIQUI

isinformation in Pakistan is not only a political
Mbut a multifaceted issue, influenced by the

country’s complex social and technological
landscape. Pakistan’s political environment is
characterized by sharp divisions across ideological,
ethnic and religious lines. These divisions often lead to
the creation and circulation of tailored narratives that
serve specific political or ideological ends. For instance,
during election times, it’s not uncommon for political
parties to disseminate misleading information about
opponents, exploiting existing prejudices or biases
within certain voter groups to gain an advantage.

The internet is expanding rapidly, more people are
getting their news from social media platforms where
the authenticity of information is not always verified.
This has led to the viral spread of false information.
A case in point is the spread of health-related
misinformation during the Covid-19 pandemic, where
unverified home remedies and conspiracy theories
about the virus’s origins and vaccines proliferated,
often overshadowing factual public health messages.
These examples underscore the challenges posed by
misinformation in Pakistan, highlighting the need for
robust measures to promote media literacy and fact-
checking in news platforms to mitigate the impact
of false information on society. Pakistan took a
significant step towards technological advancement by
formulating its first Al policy. This initiative is part of
a broader effort to foster growth within the country.

However, the policy is not without shortcomings.
It has been criticized for lacking comprehensive
stakeholder involvement and for missing critical
perspectives that are essential for a well-rounded
policy. The government’s slow pace in adopting
digital changes poses another challenge, hindering the
effective implementation of the Al policy. Concerns
have also been raised about internet infrastructure
issues, which could potentially undermine confidence
in the burgeoning Al market. Critics argue that the
policy seems to be more inspirational than practical,
suggesting that it may not have been thoroughly
considered.

Pakistan
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The impact of Al on democracy is contingent upon
the manner in which it is developed and utilized. It is
crucial for policymakers, researchers and technology
experts to collaborate closely to ensure that Al is
employed in ways that are ethical, fair and supportive
of democratic principles. Moreover, the issues of
misinformation and manipulation present significant
challenges to democracy in Pakistan. As a developing
nation grappling with intolerance and illiteracy,
these challenges are exacerbated. It underscores the
necessity for informed and thoughtful policy-making
to cultivate a peaceful and enlightened society.

10 dangers of social media

1. Cyberbullying

With easy access to the remote realm and social
media platforms specifically designed to facilitate
communication, unfortunately, this opens up an
avenue for negative contact. Cyberbullying has long
been one of the most prevalent dangers of social
media due to the emotional distress and psychological
harm it can cause. Due to the anonymity social media
platforms can allow for, individuals using these apps
may feel they can bully others without facing any
subsequent repercussions, allowing this to become a
pervasive issue.
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2. Low Self-Esteem

One of the greatest advantages of social media
platforms is that it allows individuals to create personal
profiles which can be showcased to others. But this
comes with the subsequent downside of being able to
see, and compare yourself to, other people’s profiles.
The ability to see others curated social media feeds
may lead to unrealistic comparisons and feelings of
inadequacy among users. This constant exposure to
what may appear to be idealized lifestyles and body
images can erode self-esteem and contribute to mental
health issues.
3. Mental Health

Ideas of cyberbullying and low self-esteem bring us
to the broader topic of mental health concerns. This is
the predominant concern that arises with excessive
use of social media and countless studies have linked
this usage to mental health issues such as anxiety and
depression. The ability to compare yourself to others,
be able to see what all your friends are doing at all
times, and be constantly barraged by notifications and
the pressure to portray a perfect life can take a toll on
your well-being.
4. Addiction

Mobile phones are notoriously addictive, but
it’s social media apps that are the primary culprit in
keeping you hooked. This is because these platforms
are specifically designed to keep you stuck on those
late-night scrolls. According to Exploding Topics, as
of 2024, 47% of Americans admit they’re addicted to
their phones, with the average American checking
their smartphone 352 times per day. And the figures
get even more worrying. 71% of the study went on to
admit to spending more time on their phone than with
their romantic partner, with 44% of American adults
confessing to experience anxiety if they are without
their phones. Social media platforms accomplish their
goal of ensuring users keep coming back for more by
stuffing their apps full to the brim of entertainment.
Not only do these organizations provide an endless pit
of content to scroll through, but they also allow you to
connect to your friends 24/7 and use notifications to
draw you back even when you’ve put the phone down.
5. Misinformation

While social media platforms can be reputable news
sources, particularly with the evolution of artificial
intelligence (Al) and deep fake imagery, these platforms
have become breeding grounds for the dissemination

of fake news and misinformation. The viral spread of
false information can sow confusion, fuel conspiracy
theories, and undermine trust in credible sources, not
to mention this can become potentially dangerous in
times of political upheaval.
6. Loss of Attention Span

Social media platforms provide an almost
overwhelming amount of content to users. Moreover,
this is done in a continuous string of bite-size
information. There’s a reason that museums have gaps
between artefacts, and galleries have gaps between
paintings - people need time to digest information
they’ve seen. Unfortunately, social media doesn’t give
users a chance to do this. Users can scroll through
endless amounts of content and flick constantly
between apps, and this can gradually wear down the
user’s attention span.
7. Online Predators

Social media platforms can provide a space for
predators to target vulnerable individuals, especially
children and teenagers. The guise of anonymity and
false identities can facilitate grooming, exploitation,
and endangerment and make it difficult for these
crimes to be properly reprimanded.
8. Privacy Concerns

While social media platforms do have privacy
settings to protect users, these settings can be
ineffective and many users overlook the implications
of sharing personal information online. Not only can
inadequate privacy settings leave users vulnerable to
exploitation and manipulation, but they can actually
leave them vulnerable to issues such as data breaches
to identity theft.
9. Social Isolation

Social media platforms can facilitate what
seems like endless means of communication. From
following friends and liking their posts, to calling
and texting, to facetiming and video calling, it may
seem like these apps can encourage communication.
Unfortunately, such comprehensive online avenues of
communication may erode real-life relationships and
encourage a superficial understanding of relationships,
subsequently hindering emotional connections.
10. Not Age Appropriate

Despite social media platforms having age-
restrictive settings, these aren’t always watertight and
underage individuals may get access to content that is
not age-appropriate and potentially harmful.
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The 5" Generation Warfare

SHANZAY SAEED

ars have significantly shaped
\ }s / world history, with five stages:
1s--Generation Warfare, 2nd-
Generation Warfare, 3"-Generation Warfare
and modern warfare. 1%-Generation Warfare
involves ancient battles with tribal flags and
weapons. 2"-Generation Warfare involves
advancements in weapons and techniques,
while 37-Generation Warfare also known as
“Modern Warfare” involves the establishment
of air forces and long-range weaponry. The 4t-
Generation Warfare began with the Gulf War
and the breakup of former Yugoslavia in the
1990s.

The 5" Generation Warfare is considered to
be more dangerous as it threatens global peace
in the 21 century. Instead of using force to subdue
one another, nations are attempting to do it through
cyber operations during this time. Disinformation
and social engineering abound online, and cyber-
attacks and manipulation are commonplace.

Nations are fighting the war of “Information
and Perception”. Protecting a country’s vital
infrastructure has never been more difficult, as the
worldwatchesaswarfareincreasinglymovesintothe
domains of cyberattacks, information manipulation
and unconventional tactics. A nation’s essential
infrastructure assumes increasing significance in
the context of 5" Generation Warfare (5GW), as it
is the primary target for a variety of unconventional
threats. The term “critical infrastructure” describes
the components of the infrastructure that are most
crucial to lose or compromise: buildings, networks,
systems, assets or processes.

However, in Pakistan’s case, the growing threat
to its vital infrastructure and essential information
infrastructure is not being adequately addressed by
a concerted effort. There have been several cyber-
attacks in Pakistan. Pakistan’s biggest cybercrime
was in 2021 when hackers broke into the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) and took $30k worth
of personal data. The data was sold on Russian

Pakistan
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networks even after the system was restored. This
resulted from the use of an outdated version of
Microsoft Hyper-V software.

Pakistani music streaming platform Patari
was hacked, exposing 275,000 user information
and credentials due to a misconfiguration of their
MongoDB database onRussianand English platforms.
Hackers also targeted K-electric, stealing critical
and sensitive data on the citizens, including CNICs,
bank account information and NTNs. The hackers
demanded a $7 million ransom and threatened to
sell K-electric’s customers’ information on the dark
web. Nevertheless, K-electric chose not to take the
chance and instead discarded 8.5 GB of the stolen
data.

Particularly, the organizations and apps that
need the private data of their clients ought to
exercise caution when it comes to the kind of
software they use and whether it is more vulnerable
to cyber-attacks. It’s best to make it a practice to
update the program regularly or to have it updated
itself automatically and always have the funds on
hand to purchase the most recent upgrades for the
software.

It is essential to have well-defined cyber
deterrence tactics supported by the capacity to
identify and take revenge on adversaries. Investing
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in cyber talent guarantees a staff with the necessary
skills to counter sophisticated threats. To respond
to transnational cyber threats in a coordinated
manner and to encourage responsible state
behavior in cyberspace, international collaboration
and diplomacy are essential developments.

How to handle ‘disinformation’?
In today’s digitally interconnected world, children
born as ‘Digital Natives’ in Pakistan, like other
countries in the world, are increasingly exposed to a
deluge of information, both accurate and misleading,
through social media and internet - easily available
on cell phones and laptops. The proliferation of
misinformation and disinformation, particularly
through known or unknown propaganda platforms,
poses significant challenges, impacting not only
the children’s cognitive development, health and
studies, but also their personal character and
overall socio-emotional wellbeing.
What’s Misinformation & Disinformation?

Misinformation is a false or inaccurate
information which is shared unintentionally, often
due to ignorance or misunderstanding. Whereas,
disinformation is deliberately spread with an intent
to deceive a nation and its people. Both forms of
false information thrive in the digital domain, fueled
by clickbait headlines, sensationalized content, and
echo chambers where users, especially children
and youth, are exposed to information that aligns
with their pre-existing beliefs.
Enemies of Pakistan

Pakistan’s enemy India and its collaborators are
working day and night to spread false information
with a malicious intent to damage our younger
generation so that they may not be able to become
healthy and useful citizens or leaders of our
tomorrow. Recently, Pakistan has exposed Indian
attempts made through “EU DisinfoLab”, “Indian
Chronicles”, “Deepfakes”, “Modipost”, etc., by using
popular social media apps and web portals.
Target of Propaganda

India and its collaborators are spreading false
information that aims at distorting history, for
example that of the over 800 years of Muslim rule
in the subcontinent. The enemies are also spreading
false and propaganda-based information regarding

Pakistan Armed Forces, and other security agencies.
Influence and Implications

The question is what is the pervasive influence
of “Misinformation & Disinformation” on children
relating to ‘Generation Alpha’ in Pakistan, and what
are its implications? And the obvious question is
how consequently we tackle this challenge, and
what measures should we adopt and follow in order
to mitigate or minimize the harmful effects of such
propaganda?

Popular Apps Spreading Misinformation &
Disinformation

Well, in Pakistan, social media platforms such
as Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, and TikTok are
immensely popular amongst the ‘Alpha’ children
(the generation born after 2008), and ‘Generation 2
adolescents (born before 2008). While, on one hand,
these popular apps offer opportunities for learning,
socializing, and self-expression, at the same time
these platforms also serve as breeding grounds for
misinformation & disinformation.

Impact on Younger Generation

The impact of misinformation and disinformation
on children in Pakistan is multifaceted. Firstly, it
hampers their ability to discern fact from fiction.
It also undermines their critical thinking skills.
Secondly, their exposure to false information can
lead to misconceptions, confusion, and a distorted
worldview.

Moreover, misinformation and disinformation
can exacerbate social tensions and fuel conflict,
especially in a diverse country like Pakistan with
ethnic, religious, and linguistic diversity. Children
relating to ‘Generation Alpha’ and youth relating
to ‘Generation 2 may unwittingly perpetuate
stereotypes, prejudices, and misinformation
towards polarizing the society. Furthermore,
the consumption of false information can have
detrimental effects on children’s physical and
mental health. Exposure to alarming or distressing
content, such as fake news about natural disasters,
terrorist attacks, or health crises, can induce fear,
anxiety, and stress.

Challenges in Combating Misinformation &
Disinformation

Addressing the scourge of ‘Misinformation &
Disinformation’ among children in Pakistan is
fraught with multiple challenges. Firstly, the rapid
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proliferation of digital technologies has outpaced
regulatory frameworks and educational initiatives
aimed at promoting digital literacy and media
literacy. Secondly, the viral nature of social media
amplifies the spread of false information, making it
difficult to contain. Additionally, the lack of media
literacy education in schools and households
exacerbates the problem. Many children lack the
skills to critically evaluate online content, discern
credible sources, and fact-check information.
Pakistanis - A Resilient & Intelligent Nation

However, there is nothing to be worried about.
Pakistanis are considered worldwide as a very
intelligent and resilient nation. Likewise, the
children relating to both ‘Generation Alpha’ and
‘Generation 7 are far more intelligent than their
previous generations. Our children are taking lead in
modern-day education and technology. Especially,
they are taking distinctions in Artificial Intelligence,
Microsoft or Google industries, and software or
hardware engineering, as well as other digital
domains - from universities around the world.

Our brave, resilient and vibrant nation in the
past has faced an enormous number of challenges,
threats and dangers posed by the enemies.
Hopefully, this nation and specifically its younger
generation is capable of deterring any kind of
onslaught unleashed by the enemies, in the social
media or internet domain.

What Needs to Be Done?

To combat the spread of misinformation and
disinformation among children in Pakistan, we
require a multi-faceted approach involving the
state, government, civil society, our intelligentsia,
teachers, parents, and technology companies.

By adopting a comprehensive strategy that
addresses the root causes of misinformation and
disinformation while empowering children with
the necessary skills and knowledge to navigate the
digital landscape safely, Pakistan can safeguard its
future generations from the pernicious effects of
false information.

Following areas need to play their proactive role
towards tackling malicious propaganda through
coordinated ‘misinformation & disinformation’
campaigns:

Digital Literacy Education: We need to integrate
digital literacy and media literacy education into

4

the school curriculum, teaching children how to
critically evaluate online content, identify credible
sources, and fact-check information.

Parental Guidance: Parents need to proactively
engage with the children’s online activities, educate
them about the risks of misinformation and
disinformation, and teach them as to how to become
responsible digital citizens.

Regulatory Measures: The government needs
to enforce existing laws and regulations governing
social media platforms and the harmful content on
it, to curb the spread of false information. It needs to
have check on open or hidden propaganda platforms,
and make them responsible for moderating
content, combating misinformation, and promoting
transparency.

Media Literacy Campaigns: The civil society
needs to join hands together and launch nationwide
public awareness campaigns aimed at raising
awareness about the dangers of misinformation. It
also needs to empower people, especially youth and
children, to become critical consumers of online
information.

Collaboration with Tech Companies: Our
technology companies need to develop and
implement tools and algorithms that prioritize
accuracy and credibility over sensationalism and
virality. These companies need to promote media
literacy features within social media platforms
in order to help the children to identify false
information.

Fact-Checking Initiatives: We need to support
independent fact-checking groups or organizations,
and initiatives to debunk false information and
provide accurate, evidence-based information to
the public.

Community Engagement: Our intelligentsia,
teachers and both print and electronic media need
to take community-based initiatives that promote
dialogue, critical thinking, and digital literacy skills
among children and adolescents.

By taking such measures, it is possible to mitigate
the harmful effects of false information and foster
a more informed, resilient, and digitally literate
generation. Pakistani children and youth are fully
capable of doing this job with full dedication and
commitment. Let’s do it.
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Eocial media propaganda against Army

the Pakistani army is once again being spread on

social media. Propaganda is being used as a weapon
by enemy elements to create a rift between officers and
personnel of the Pakistani army, and the army is being
defamed in the name of politics.

In this regard, the 264" Corps Commanders’ Conference
was held under Army Chief General Syed Asim Munir.
According to ISPR, the Corps Commanders’ Conference
expressed concern over the unethical propaganda campaign
aimed at undermining the morale of the armed forces and
rejected the campaign based on baseless allegations against
the army. The conference stated that they would not allow
efforts to create discord between the people and the armed
forces to succeed. Strict action will be taken in accordance
with the law and constitution against the propaganda
campaign based on unethical practices.

In the past, through my columns, I have repeatedly
tried to inform the public about how the youth are being
targeted for the Fifth Generation Warfare (5GW). And what
is this Fifth Generation Warfare? The reason to discuss this
issue once again is that the enemy has started using this
weapon rapidly. The basic weapons of the Fifth Generation
Warfare are not tanks and missiles, but diplomacy, TV,
radio, newspapers, social media, films, and the economy.

This battle is not fought on the ground but through the
minds of people; instead of targeting people’s bodies, their
minds are targeted. The enemy does not deploy its troops in
another country but rather uses the people of that country
against themselves to achieve its objectives. Now a game
is being played to tarnish the image of the Pakistani army by
linking political actions against the army with the youth.

For the past few days, efforts have been made to brainwash
our youth into believing that the government’s actions against
a specific political party are being carried out by the Pakistani
army. Political actions and the freedom of the press are being
used to manipulate the Pakistani army. The enemy is aware
that if they can poison the minds of our youth against the
army, it will be easy to destabilize Pakistan.

Because it is clear every day that the Pakistani army is the
one that protects our borders and the guardian of our national
ideologies. A narrative is being constructed that ties the
corruption or disorder in the country’s politics and elections
to the Pakistani army, exploiting the fears of political parties.

I Yor some time now, baseless propaganda against

If we talk about freedom of expression, Pakistan has much
more freedom of expression compared to many countries in
the world; you can say anything to anyone here.

If I give example, India claims to be the champion of
democracy and the largest democracy in the world, but if
you look at the situation of freedom of expression there,
recently India imposed restrictions on Facebook, Twitter, and
WhatsApp, and the Twitter office was raided. In China, there
is no Facebook, Twitter, or such apps; they have their own
system through which people use social media.

When we look at our neighbouring countries, it becomes
clear that compared to them, Pakistan allows its people the
freedom to express their opinions, but some are misusing it.
Freedom of expression does not mean you tell outsiders about
your family matters and say this is freedom of expression. If
we look at international media, it presents Pakistan as a failed
state, and their effort is to present Pakistan as a dangerous
country for journalists and ordinary people, which is contrary
to reality. This is also part of the Fifth Generation Warfare to
propagate so much against someone that they begin to doubt
the truth. Every day, efforts are made to drag the army into
politics and associate political actions with the army based on
falsehoods. This is the time to support our army and not let it
be distracted from its real goals by unnecessary distractions.

Propaganda is also a tool of the Fifth Generation Warfare,
and it is an important weapon. The theory of Fifth Generation
Warfare is a battle in which efforts are being made to promote
false theories. Because this war is not fought with bullets and
guns but with mental thinking and expressions, whoever has
the strongest narrative and can effectively propagate it will
succeed in this war.

Instead of trying to kill enemy troops, the wisdom of
rendering them ineffective is emphasized. The enemy’s goal
is to spread so much poison and hatred against Pakistan’s
people that they start hating their own army. But, by the grace
of Allah, this conspiracy of the enemy will fail. Because people
have understood the enemy’s tactics and they will not fall for
their deceit.

Pakistan’s proud people will always stand by their army
as they have in the past, and this Fifth Generation Warfare
will backfire on the enemy. The bond of brotherhood and
affection between the Pakistani army and the people will be
even stronger, InshaAllah.

(Ali Anwar — Daily Times, APRIL 21, 2024)
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Coping with cyber threats

DR. ZAFAR NAWAZ JASPAL

and reliance on internet connectivity have
left societies and states vulnerable to cyber
insecurity. This new form of threat is a pressing
issue in both developed and less developed nations.
Governments are grappling with the task of devising
strategies to mitigate inherent cyber risks and hazards.
However, the current preventive measures and systems
are proving inadequate in providing comprehensive
security due to the rapid advancements in information
technology and the global nature of cyberspace.
The emerging strategic competition among the great
powers has transformed cyberspace into a domain

The escalating use of information technology
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of tensions among the states. Military doctrines have
acknowledged the tactical necessity of integrating cyber
capabilities with kinetic warfare. The states with cyber
capabilities can bleed adversaries politically, militarily,
economically and psychologically by conducting cyber
offensive operations below the threshold of military
conflict. According to the Basic Doctrine of the Indian
Air Force, “cyber warfare is an attractive low-cost war-
waging model because it has some notable features such
as low entry cost, blurred traditional boundaries” and
that “offensive cyber warfare can be conducted across
the entire range of military and nonmilitary operations
to achieve national objectives.” Besides, non-state

Tackling the chaos over social media

foster interaction, harmony, co-existence and
growth. By addressing people’s key concerns,
communities promote social welfare. These concerns
revolve around ensuring community members’ safety,
dignity and individual freedom. Community councils
address these concerns in such a society by involving
members of society. At a community gathering, people
are already acquainted which brings forth their real
identities. Community gatherings facilitate face-to-face
interaction, fostering a better understanding among
people. Ifthere’s a difference of opinion in a community
gathering, people rely on dialogue to find common
ground and pave the way for a better future. A social
contract is what governs these communities, outlining
their rules and regulations. The social contract
outlines acceptable conduct to prevent harm within a
community. This social agreement fosters a sense of
tolerance among community members, enabling them
to interact more willingly. Modern civilizations are the
outcome of communities that are formed through a
social contract to coexist harmoniously.
The birth of social media revolutionized community
interaction, replacing physical presence with virtual

The purpose of community evolution was to

interaction. The emergence of the social media
community created the need for a new set of rules and
regulations to manage virtual community interaction,
ensuring social peace and harmony. Due to the
absence of a clearly defined social contract addressing
social media community interaction, we are observing
misuse of social media platforms. Nowadays, social
media platforms witness interactions that thrive
on venting anger, spreading negativity and fuelling
disharmony.

It has become a common occurrence that people
and communities target each other without considering
others’ viewpoints. It has become commonplace to see
cases of harassment against both men and women on
social media. The harassment experienced by both
genders from unknown individuals emphasizes the
necessity of a legal code to combat this issue on social
media. The etiquette for interacting with individuals
and communities on social media platforms is seldom
taught in educational institutions. Despite concerns
about information authenticity, people see social media
as a platform for sharing anything lacking authenticity.
People engage on social media without ensuring the
credibility of the facts they share, jeopardizing the
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actors seriously threaten critical infrastructure across
the nations. Ironically, the states are sharing cyber
weapons with non-state actors to launch proxy wars
against adversaries.

The United States alleged that China had been
conducting cyber espionage campaigns against
multiple governments in the Indo-Pacific. In April
2024, FBI Director Christopher Wray claimed that a
hacking group, Volt Typhoon, had broadly targeted
American companies in the water, energy, and
telecommunications sectors. India conducts offensive
cyber operations and orchestrates hacktivist groups
against geopolitical adversaries, including Pakistan.
For instance, earlier this year, India-backed hackers,
known as Patchwork, created at least 12 malicious
Android apps to infect Pakistani user’s devices with
spying malware. The Slovak-based cybersecurity
company ESET claimed that the Indian hackers
used VajraSpy malware to target Pakistan’s military
personnel. VajraSpy is a customizable malware, usually
disguised as a messaging application, used to exfiltrate
user data.

The encouraging development is that security
analysts and policymakers strive to chalk out
practical countermeasures. The participants of the
3 International Conference on Cyber Diplomacy
organized by Cyber Diplomacy Center and National
Institute for Research and Development in Informatics
(ICI) Bucharest, Romania, April 16-18, 2024, while

usefulness of these platforms.

Moreover, social media platforms provoke
impulsive responses from individuals towards posts
and videos, devoid of rationality. Even posts with a
mutually beneficial message are typically met with
negative reactions from most people. There is no
room for such incidents in face-to-face community
gatherings, where all members hold a sense of
responsibility to act wisely. Social media platforms
have become flooded with worthless content that
undermines community norms, values and goals.
When viewed through our cultural and moral lens, the
content on social media often raises eyebrows. The
absence of stringent oversight is negatively impacting
the future of our generations.

Furthermore, fakeness has become prominent on
social media, with people pretending to be successful
and happy. It has become common on social media

debating the current challenges and opportunities in
the digital realm, from critical infrastructure protection
to nuances of cyber diplomacy, emphasized on the
responsible state behavior and transparency around
cyber operations.

Notwithstanding the cyber threats, the progress
in digital technology is imperative for the country’s
development in the 2I* century. UNDP’s 2023/24
Pakistan National Human Development Report
placed Pakistan in the ‘moderate’ digital development
category. The government of Pakistan is endeavoring
to augment cyber capabilities in order to ensure the
country’s future security and prosperity. Besides, the
government must develop and operationalize a national
apparatus to detect and deter internal and external
cyber-attacks. Islamabad’s resilience to prevent the
perils of cyber capabilities resulted in legislation and
the creation of institutions. On May 3, 2024, the federal
government established a new authority under the
Interior division named ‘The National Cyber Crime
Investigation Agency (NCCIA) to bolster cyber
defences.

The NCCIA is constituted as a separate authority
to “safeguard the digital rights of people” and “counter
propaganda and rumors on social media.” The
political and social stability in Pakistan is immensely
threatened by disinformation. Social media has arisen
as an essential tool of disinformation. According to the
information ministry’s notification in “The Gazette of

for people to exaggerate their success and flaunt their
wealth. In reality, things are completely different.
Many innocent souls fall prey to those who manipulate
them using fakeness as a weapon. Social media is now
the most dangerous weapon for invading personal
privacy. It's common to see people sharing videos and
inappropriate content of those they no longer value,
to shame them in society every day. The situation
worsens when individuals violate the privacy of
families by disclosing family conflicts on social media.
Social media is now the most perilous weapon for
destabilizing nations in the modern age. The internet
has made the world a battleground with states using
social media as a weapon. The global community’s
failure to establish monitoring rules for social media
platforms has resulted in this. Social media has
become ingrained in everyone’s life and will continue
to be a significant aspect. To prevent communities
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Pakistan”, the NCCIA was formed under Section 51 of
the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act 2016 (PECA).
It is headed by a director-general who has at least
15 years of experience in computer science, digital
forensics, cyber technology, law, public administration,
information technology, telecommunication, or related
fields to enable him to deal with offenses under the
PECA. The director-general exercises the powers of an
inspector general of police.

The new Authority rendered defunct the Federal
Investigation Agency’s (FIA) cybercrime wing, the
designated investigation agency under the Act. The
PECA and FIA’s cybercrime wing germinated optimism
that Islamabad was sensitive to the detriments of cyber
capabilities. It created a framework with the requisite
capabilities, such as trained officers and sensitization
of civil society to deal with cyber threats. Conversely,
political activists allege that the FIA routinely used
the PECA to silence dissent. The NCCIA attempts
to improve capabilities and streamline operations
to detect and deter cyber threats. Notably, the new
Authority’s reliance on and reuse of FIA’s resources
— personnel, assets, and existing cases — would create
mistrust, redundancies, and confusion in society.

Notably, the PECA needs revamping because it is
unclear on consumers’ digital rights, law enforcement
agencies collaboration, and information-sharing
procedures. Hence, the government immediately

from descending into chaos and destruction, it is
essential to create a set of rules to regulate its usage.
People need to be educated about social media first.
Social media education teaches people the rules for
interacting on social media platforms. Schools, colleges
and universities must include this in their curriculum,
tackling important issues such as fake news, hatred,
anti-state propaganda, privacy and fake identities.
Additionally, it is crucial to establish a clear rulebook
for content sharing on social media. The cultural,
social and religious values of a society are at risk when
substandard or below-par videos or posts are shared.
This poses a severe threat to a nation’s survival by
causing extensive damage to its foundations. It is
of utmost importance to create a global agreement
to combat the misuse of social media as a means for
state-sponsored chaos and destruction. The negative
propaganda launched by rival states undermines the

4

legislates specific laws to ensure consumers’ digital
rights and define the roles and responsibilities of
those involved in cybersecurity and protocols for
inter-agency collaboration and information sharing.
Moreover, the government should provide finances to
NCCIA to recruit qualified persons, improve training,
and acquire modern technological tools, modernization,
and international collaboration to bolster effectiveness.

The critics of NCCIA are alarmed by the misuse
of the Authority to curb the freedom of the press and
undermine citizens’ right to privacy. They opine that
the government could use NCCIA against political
opponents using online platforms to further their
political agendas.

To avoid these shortcomings, the government
needs to introduce new cyber laws after consultation
with digital rights groups, the IT sector, civil society,
political parties, etc., that guarantee citizens’ privacy
and ensure transparent operations, judicial oversight
and mechanisms for accountability.

To conclude, cybercrime, cyberterrorism and
cyberwarfare threaten national security. Therefore,
ensuring cyberspace’s safety and security requires
innovative approaches with diplomatic dimensions,
legislation that does not undermine democratic
values, and the creation or refurbishment of executing
institutions.

stability and peaceful coexistence of nations. Cultural,
religious and ideological clashes between civilizations
necessitate a strong response from the international
community to address this curse.

To ensure the ethical use of social media,
international law needs to be modified by the
international community. The companies and
corporations that own social media platforms must
be involved in regulating these platforms. People in
the modern age are primarily drawn to social media
platforms in this technological era. Unless there is
proper regulation, these platforms will continue to be
vulnerable to widespread misuse, causing ongoing
damage to states and communities. Hence, it is
imperative for states and the international community
to promptly address this threat to avoid potential
consequences.

(Wagar Hassan — Daily Times, April 23, 2024)
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Can the harmful aspects of new
technology be contained?

times. This is how an important new book
sees what advanced artificial intelligence and
biotechnology can mean for the future of humanity.
The Coming Wave joins a growing body of literature on
one of the defining dynamics of the 2I* century — the
transformative impact of new technology. Its author
Mustafa Suleyman, is uniquely qualified to assess both
the opportunities for human advancement offered by
new technologies and challenges, which can result in
dystopian outcomes. He is the co-founder of two Al
companies, which did innovative work in this field.
Therefore, his perspectives are those of a tech insider.
His book takes forward the global discourse on the
promise and perils of new technology. An illuminating
work co-authored by Henry Kissinger, Eric Schmidt
and Daniel Huttenlocher, The Age of Al: and our Human
Future, published in 2021, also made a significant
contribution to this debate. In fact, Al breakthroughs are
now outpacing understanding of their full implications
at a time when predictions abound that Al capabilities
will exceed those of humans within a few years.
Modern technology has powered multiple positive
developments — empowering people, improving
lives, increasing productivity, advancing medical
and scientific knowledge and transforming societies.
Technological developments have helped to fuel
unprecedented social and economic progress. But
advanced technologies are also creating disruption,
new vulnerabilities and harmful repercussions, which
have yet to be mitigated or effectively managed.
Suleyman shows how the coming wave of
technology will take human history to a turning
point. The two core technologies that constitute the
coming wave — Al and biotechnology — will bring
about unprecedented progress and wealth. But their
proliferation will also unleash many adverse effects,
even “catastrophe on an unimaginable scale”. He calls
this the “great meta-problem of the 21 century”, which
his thought-provoking book examines by focusing on
the bind that exists between risks and rewards and

The best of times and arguably the worst of

how to deal with it. Suleyman’s principal concern is
how to “constrain” technology so that it serves and
does not hurt humanity. He discusses what he calls the
“containment problem”, the task of ensuring control of
valuable technology as it gets cheaper, more accessible
and spreads faster than ever before. For Suleyman,
human history can be told through a series of waves.
Explaining what he means by a wave he says it is “a
set of technologies coming together around the same
time powered by one or several new general-purpose
technologies with profound societal implications”.
He incisively recounts the history of technology and
how it spreads with both intended and unintended
consequences, giving rise to the containment challenge.

He describes technology’s inevitable challenge to
be its makers losing control over the trajectory their
inventions take once they arereadily available. The uses
to which these inventions are put are not in anyone’s
control. They are unpredictable and also difficult to
forestall. This, in turn, produces what Suleyman terms
“revenge effects”, which means technology going in
the wrong direction at odds with its original purpose.
Technology always creates problems that makes
containment necessary to check its harmful effects
on society. Yet the containment problem remains
unresolved. But according to Suleyman, there is an
exception — nuclear technology, the most “contained
technology in history”. Its spread has been curbed by
the non-proliferation policy of nuclear powers driven
by fears about their devastating effects. Also, nuclear
weapons are immensely complex and costly to develop.

The book’s survey of Al's evolution, punctuated
by his own company’s discoveries, makes compelling
reading. The author casts the advent of Al and
synthetic biology to be an inflection point as these
technologies address the world’s two foundational
principles, intelligence and life. They are opening
up unprecedentedly new areas, engineering life and
competing with and even threatening to overtake
human intelligence. This technological wave, with Al as
its pivot, will be tougher to contain. But understanding
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it, writes Suleyman, will be the key to accurately assess
its many ramifications, especially as mass-scale Al is
now advancing by leaps and bounds. The book details
progress in biotechnology and genetic engineering,
which is also taking place at extraordinary speed
and ushering in the “age of synthetic life”. But other
transformative technologies, such as robotics and
quantum computing, are also part of the new wave.
Suleyman seeks to convincingly demonstrate why
the coming wave has no historical precedent and is so
consequential. This urges the need to strike a balance
between its promise and hard-headed caution. He
identifies four features integral to the coming wave —
the technologies are multi-use, they “hyper-evolve”,
have “asymmetric impacts” and are increasingly
autonomous. In an insightful discussion of the ‘Grand
Bargain’ between citizens and the state, he sets out
the threats posed by new technologies to this delicate
equilibrium. This, he posits, is “fracturing the grand
bargain”. It is putting the political order under great
strain and undermining already fragile and increasingly
divided nation-states especially in the West, where
trust has been declining. This makes it harder for them
to manage modern technology, which in turn weakens
their power and governing capacity. Meanwhile, tech-
empowered “bad actors” erode the state’s ability

4

to provide security to its citizens. Deepfakes and
weaponisation of information pose another threat.

Given these and many other dangers, as well as the
disastrous consequences the next wave of technology
can entail, Suleyman gets to the book’s core argument:
how to make containment possible without foregoing
its enormous benefits. Regulation is not enough. He
sees containment as a set of interlocking technical,
cultural, legal, political and governance mechanisms to
ensure societal control of technology. And he proposes
both the public and private sector should partner in
this endeavour.

Ten steps are outlined towards containment.
They include building technical safety, audits for
accountability, reconciling profit with social purpose,
assigning a proactive role to government in monitoring
technology and, at the international level, collaboration
to harmonise laws and programmes. Containment, the
book concludes, is not “a resting place” but “a narrow
and never-ending path”. Whether such an ambitious
menu of measures can be put into practice is an open
question. But there can be no disagreement with
Suleyman’s bold call for urgent action to constrain the
harmful aspects of new technology.

(Maleeha Lodhi — Dawn, April 29, 2024)
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Indiaunleashed targeted
social media campaigns

modern conflicts between states. An increasing

number of countries are using disinformation
campaigns to influence and alter public opinion at home
and abroad. While state-led misinformation campaigns
on social media are a recent phenomenon, a report hy the
RAND Corporation, an American non-profit global policy
think tank, suggests several countries have employed this
tactic abroad to advance and promote a particular narrative
- and in most cases against a foreign adversary.

Such misleading campaigns that propel unverified
information on social media, the think tank says, have
notched operational successes, but their overall impact
is less certain. However, it cautions that the spread of
misinformation will likely increase over the coming decade.

Experts define the use of misleading campaigns
as a potent information-warfare tool. “It’s a feature of
totalitarianism, certainly; controlling and distorting
information controls and distorts the understanding of
those consuming it,” explained Dr Melissa Beattie, Assistant
Professor of English and Communications at the American
University of Armenia. When asked about the consequences
of such campaigns, Dr Beattie said: “In the first instance, if
the person is not aware of the misinformation and has not
been taught media literacy or critical thinking skills, then
they may base their actions and worldview on deliberately
false information. This generally would then serve to aid
whatever bad State or non-State actors’ purpose.”

“In the second instance, where the person is aware
of misinformation (or the potential for it), that person’s
response depends on their critical thinking/media literacy
skills. If they are able to analyze the material they read
and make determinations of credibility/veracity based
upon facts, then that’s a drain on their energy but they can
remain reasonably safe from misinformation,” added Dr
Beattie, who specializes in media and cultural studies.

Defined as the weapon of mass distraction, a paper
produced for the US Department of State’s Global
Engagement Centre, states that misinformation sponsored
by states can have far reaching objectives. According to
US experts, the most recent example of such an influence

The proliferation of fake news is a real factor in

operation was witnessed around President Joe Biden’s
Summit for Democracy. A researcher from the Atlantic
Council’s Digital Forensic Research Lab termed it as a
concerted effort [from US adversaries] to undermine US
democracy and put forward an alternate view. While in this
particular case, the expert explained that a media blitz of
alternative views came from official mouthpieces - such as
news channels and Twitter accounts of senior government
officials, such misleading information is usually circulated
through a network of shadowy bots, trolls and fake news
sites that are tasked to hammer a regimented narrative.

For more than a decade, an organized network
comprising over a thousand fake Indian news domains
systematically influenced global opinion against Pakistan.
Uncovered by the EU Disinfolab, a Brussels-based
independent NGO that focuses on researching and tackling
sophisticated disinformation campaigns, the network of
fake news sites had one primary objective, and that was
to influence opinion against Islamabad and in favor of
New Delhi. The massive operation targeting international
institutions and serving Indian interests was steered by a
New Delhi-based entity known as the Srivastava Group.

Active in Brussels and Geneva in producing and
amplifying content to undermine - primarily - Pakistan,
the group’s funded sites resurrected dead media, think
tanks and NGOs. It even resurrected dead experts to push
its anti-Pakistan narrative in capitals around the world
where important decisions are taken.

According to details gathered by the Express Tribune,
the rumour mills never stopped churning out misleading
information about Pakistan or its interests. Over the last
three years alone, sponsored content against Pakistan
has hammered several themes, including the promotion
of online trends about civil-military discord, rise of
nationalism, federal-provincial discord, Kashmir policy, the
China Pakistan Economic Corridor, treatment of minorities,
rising radicalization and the situation of women and child
rights.

Data collected by the Express Tribune shows a major
portion of disinformation around these subjects was
circulated based on a carefully choreographed timeline -
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particularly timed around the Financial Action Task Force
meetings.

Much of this agenda is also pushed through accounts
on Twitter, a micro-blogging site that is known for trending
hashtags. A Karachi-based digital media expert explained a
hashtag is usually added to (digital content) to identify it as
concerning a specific subject. “It is easily searchable and in
most cases when a significant number of people talk about
it, the issue ends up trending,” he added.

Accounts originating from India, he said, have been
actively including phrases such as terrorists, terror, security
terrorism, terror attacks, forced conversions and threat to
peace in messages and posts that are related to Pakistan.

A key example of the coordinated campaign during
the recent T20 World Cup, he pointed out, was aimed at
targeting Pakistani cricketer Hasan Ali. Verified Twitter
accounts, the expert said, were used to stoke sectarian
discord at a time when Muslims were being targeted in
India. Accounts owned by Ravi Ranjan, OpIndia.com and
Anand Ranganathan, propelled negative content aimed at

India USA UK

fueling sectarian unrest inside Pakistan.

“Shocking to see how Hassan Al is being targeted and
viciously abused by his fellow-Pakistanis just because
he is Shia and his wife and Indian,” said Ranganathan,
who claims to be a columnist and consulting editor at the
Swarajya, an Indian right-wing monthly print magazine.

In February 2021, a well-organized campaign amplifying
the presence of terror networks and terror financing in
Pakistan was launched on social media. This particular
spike coincided with the FATF plenary meeting. The
narrative was weaved in a manner that portrayed Pakistan
as indebted and unable to meet its financial obligations
to lenders. Similarly in September the same year, Indian
media outlets barraged social media with doctored video
clips from video games and fake images to blame Pakistan
for the conflict in Panjshir. Experts were quick to debunk
the claims. “Some Indian TV media have used video game
images instead of real footage (of which there is very little
available) to depict the assault in Panjshir,” said Wilson
Center’s Michael Kugelman on Twitter shortly after the
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doctored visuals surfaced on the microblogging site.

Responding to questions from Washington DC by email,
Kugelman, who serves as the Deputy Director of the Asia
Program and Senior Associate for South Asia at the Wilson
Center said: “Fake news has become a new front in the
India-Pakistan rivalry. Each side uses disinformation to try
to undermine the other.”

In both countries, the expert said, social media, an
influential platform for information dissemination, is
used to propagate fake news to large, tech-savvy, and
nationalistic populations given to assuming the worst
about the other country. “This means many will believe this
disinformation. And let’s be honest: We're seeing this fake
news coming from both sides, but the sheer scale of it is
greater from the Indian side,” Kugelman explained. “It has
the potential to cause tensions, but fortunately this hasn’t
happened yet. For one thing, when the fake news comes
out, there are often strict denials and clarifications from
officialdom. Also, while some of this stuff is taken at face
value and believed, much of it is so absurd and silly that
people just laugh it off,” he added.

Commenting on the 2020 exposé by EU DisinfoLab
that uncovered 265 pro-Indian sites operating across 65
countries, the Washington-based expert said: “This case of
misinformation is very concerning because it happened on
such a great scale, with so many different outlets producing
fake news over such a long time. So it’s certainly worth
calling this out. But then again, a closer look makes clear

that this misinformation campaign wasn’t very savvy. It
invented fake online newspapers named after random
small US cities that few outside the US have heard of. The
production quality of these outlets was also quite poor. It
simply wasn’t very convincing.”

Interestingly, while the EU Disinfol.ab did not blame the
Indian government, the Indian Ministry of External Affairs
was quick to react to the report that linked the extensive
network to the Srivastava Group, a New Delhi-based entity.

Analysts including, Suhasini Haidar, National Editor
and Diplomatic Affairs Editor, The Hindu, were quick to
point that out. “MEA denies the European agency’s claim of
an Indian “network of disinformation”. What’s odd is that
the report doesn’t actually blame the government,” said the
prominent Indian journalist.

Michael Kugelman, who is well versed in the region’s
affairs believes New Delhi can derive political mileage from
such campaigns, regardless of whether it is orchestrating
them or not. “Fake news about Pakistan is meant to exploit
negative perceptions about country to make it look bad -
by coming up with a fake story about attacks on Pakistan’s
Hindu minority, or about Pakistani terrorists entering India,
or about civil war about to break out in a major Pakistani
city. Such stories harden negative perceptions about
Pakistan in India, thereby giving the Indian government
more public support for its hard line on Pakistan,” the
senior expert explained from Washington.

“But it cuts both ways. When fake news from Pakistan
claims that India is behind every terrorist attack in Pakistan,
this emboldens Islamabad and earns it public support for
its own hard line on India,” Kugelman added. “In effect, at
a moment of deep India-Pakistan tensions, disinformation
makes it all the more difficult for the two rivals to find an off
ramp. And that’s because it gives the government in each
country a strong political incentive to keep taking a hard
line against the other,” he cautioned.

When asked why Western countries tolerate the
spread of misinformation that originates from India, Dr
Melissa Beattie said: “India is perceived as a key economic
market and as a bulwark against other regional powers.
Governments everywhere have a tendency to ignore
unpleasant aspects of their useful ‘allies’.”

“Given the number of Islamophobic and anti-
multiculturalist people in the West not necessarily in
the governments but certainly in sections of the public, I
suspect that the fear of losing votes or being vulnerable to
(spurious) charges of supporting ‘extremism’ by opposition
politicians is also playing a role,” the avid researcher and
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academic explained from Armenia where she is currently
stationed.
Views from South Asia
According to senior experts in Pakistan, misinformation has
become a permanent tool in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
policy manual related to Pakistan. “While the government in
India denies any link to the spread of misinformation about
Pakistan, all Internet Protocol addresses can be traced back
to New Delhi,” said Dr Imran, a senior digital media expert,
who also maps online trends. He claimed more than 500
domains including baluchday.org, baluchistantoday.com,
baluchday.com, JammuKashmir.eu, friendsofKashmir.eu,
foreignaffairs.times.com and several others were traced
to 208.73.210.140, an Indian IP address used to propel hate
speech, fake news and in many cases propaganda.

“India has always tried to exploit fault lines in Pakistan -
no surprises there,” said Dr Talat Wizarat, a senior foreign
policy expert. The former chairperson of the Department of

4

International Relations at the University of Karachi said the
trend of spreading propaganda against Pakistan is not new.
“However, it has accelerated on Modi’s watch, and we will
witness an uptick over the next few years,” she cautioned.

To distract the audience at home, Dr Wizarat said, Prime
Minister Modi needs to spread information about Pakistan
that is misleading. “It helps him at home and abroad -
particularly at a time when India’s domestic troubles are
mounting.”

While New Delhi has recently blocked several websites
and online channels, blaming Pakistan for using them to
spread anti-India information, the Indian government’s
Ministry of Electronics and Information did not respond
to questions related to the claims made by the Modi
administration. Pakistan, Dr Wizarat said, needs to up its
diplomatic game in capitals around the world. “We need
our diplomatic missions around the world to engage with
think tanks and experts to expose New Delhi’s campaigns
to discredit Islamabad.”

Dhruv Rathee, an activist and social media influencer,
who regularly criticised Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
policies, claims that the Indian government hires the
services of PR firms, trolls and influencers on platforms
like Facebook and Twitter to disseminate its agenda. In one
of his videos Rathee claimed the government in New Delhi
spends millions to spread its ‘hate agenda’.

Buffeted by controversies, including not preventing
the use of fake accounts to influence public opinion in the
2016 US Presidential election, and for failing to control hate
speech on its platform that has fueled violence in several
countries including Myanmar, Facebook or Meta, as it is
now known, did not respond to questions related to the
subject. The social media platform was asked to share the
number of requests by the Indian government to remove
accounts that spread hate speech or misleading information
via email.

A case study titled “The Impacts of Misinformation
in South Asia’ by researchers at the Center for Media
Engagement, University of Texas at Austin, also flags the
new element of the contemporary Indo-Pakistani conflict:
fake news. According to Dr Ashok Swain of Uppsala
University, Indian media organizations have also played a
role in spreading fake news. “They have failed to play their
roles responsibly,” said the Sweden-based professor of
peace and conflict. He said the media on both sides needs
to play a responsible role. Dr Swain, who is a vocal critic
of the Indian Prime Minister and his right-wing Bharatiya
Janata Party, has frequently been targeted by followers of

MAY 2024

27



PRESS REVIEW

DISINFO ONSLAUGHT
A

Key India led propaganda campaigns ©@ 0ct2020
targeting Pakistan Disinfo campaign amplifying federal/provincial
. Feb 2019 jurisdiction issues between Pak Army and Sindh

Balakot Surgical Strike Follce

Pulwama Attack - False Flag
#IndiaStrikesPakistan

#CivilWarlnPakistan #CivilWarlnKarachi

#PulwamaTerrorAttack Feb2021
Campaigns to #BlacklistPakistan
Q A2 at FATF

#PakChinaNexus
Article 370 - Kashmir

Playing up civ - mil discord on
Pakistan's Kashmir policy © Apr20z

#CivilWarlnPakistan

Misinfo campaign around TLP
protests claiming armed forces w
defecting to TLP.

© 0

Anti - Army propaganda coordinated
with rise in Indian shelling at LoC

#BajwaGallePe
#goebblesghafoora . Jun2021
#MutinylnPakArmy
‘ Dec 2019 Propaganda claiming
#PakistanSurrenderDay assassination attempt on COAS
Campaign linked to surrender of
East Pakistan
©
‘ Jan 2020 Claims of a drone being spotted

inside Indian High Commission in
Islamabad
#DroneAttack

© Aug2021

#SanctionPakistan pushed to
derail Afghan Peace Process
and target Pakistan

#ChinaBuysPakistan

Campaigns highlighting Pakistan’s
silence on Uyghurs in China

© reb2020

#PakistanBetraysKashmir made to trend
with #ReleaseManzoorPashteen around

Kashmir Day
O My © Sep202
#deathsquads Fake news propagated about

Pakistan’s involvement in Taliban

#eliminatestatedeathsquads
takeover of Panjshir, Afghanistan

Coordinated campaign on extrajudicial

© Aug2020 © o0cn

#FreeBalochistan

Recurring campaign pushed to #1 slot in
India on 14th August in conjunction with
#14AugustBlackDay

Fake news claiming Hasan Ali was
threatened in Pakistan after Pakistan
vs Australia T20 cricket match

© Nov2ox

India awarded Abhinandan the Vir
Chakra award for allegedly shooting
down a Pakistani F-16, a claim that
has widely been refuted internationally

QO Aug2

Campaigns on corruption allegations
on Gen Asim Bajwa and his alleged
offshore businesses

Modi on social media, for expressing his views. Shortly
after the 2019 Pulwama attack, for which Pakistan was
blamed by the Indian government, Dr Swain shared a post
on Twitter: “Modi is doing with Pulwama in 2019 what he
had done with Godhra in 2002 - Instigating more violence
for his own political gains.” According to another senior
academic based in New Delhi, much of the misinformation
circulated on social media by the Indian government is
aimed at distracting the public. “Anti-Pakistan narrative
gains mileage here - particularly within circles that admire
Mr Modi for his tough stance against Islamabad,” the expert
said on the condition of anonymity via Signal from New
Delhi.

Not limited to Pakistan

A recent study titled ‘Prevalence and Source Analysis of
Covid-19 Misinformation in 138 Countries’, published in

Sage’s International Federation of Library Associations
and Institutions journal declared India as the top source of
misinformation on the pandemic. “India produced thelargest
amount of social media misinformation on coronavirus,”
the study said. Researchers analyzed 9,657 pieces of
misinformation that originated in 138 countries before
declaring New Delhi as the top source for misinformation
on the subject. In his study, Sayeed Al-Zaman, analyzed
misinformation originating between January 2020 and
March 2021. India, according to the University of Alberta
researcher, is the world’s top hot spot for coronavirus-
related misinformation, accounting for roughly one in six
pieces of output generated worldwide.

“To my knowledge, I did not see much effort from
the Indian government or other governments from other
countries to curb Covid-19 misinformation, except a few
sporadic efforts, such as requesting social media platforms
to take steps to resolve the problems. In this age of mass
deception, these temporary efforts would not be helpful,”
Sayeed said by email from Alberta where he is based.

The misinformation being disseminated in India has
multiple objectives. Hate and disinformation campaigns,
according to Professor Shakuntala Banaji’s blog piece,
have increased during the ongoing pandemic - particularly
against members of the Muslim community.

“Some commentators naively assumed that a life-
threatening pandemic would bring citizens together, and be
enough to suspend if not completely stop the now endemic
barrage of disinformation targeted at Indian Muslims.
However, Covid-19 has simply added a new dimension
to the hate speech and disinformation circulated about
Muslim communities in India,” says the piece Professor
Banaji co-authored with Dr Ram Bhat, a fellow in the
Department of Media and Communications at the London
School of Economics and Political Science.

Lashing out at Indian media channels for trying to
normalize hate speech, Uppsala University’s Dr Ashok
Swain said: “Hate speech is a criminal act. Indian TV
channels debate on it to normalize hate speech against
minorities.” Journalists known to support the ruling BJP
and the Hindutva cause in India, another expert said, were
propelling the agenda on television and social media. “That
is an alarming trend. Journalists and media in India are
acting as the mouthpiece of the ruling party where they
should be holding them accountable for their actions,” he
said via Signal.

(Hammad Sarfraz — The Express Tribune, reproduced an
earlier report for its relevance today)
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DISINFO ONSLAUGHT

How EU DisinfoLab exposed Indians?

2020 showed an incredible ecosystem that went

far beyond the ‘disinformation’ alone. This was
not just “fake news” or “fake transmitters”, but a long
and complete influence operation involving a nebula of
media, NGOs and think-tanks. It exposed various names
of Pakistani individuals, who were seemingly hired by the
Indian intelligence for anti-Pakistan, anti-Pakistan Army
and anti-CPEC propaganda through print or electronic as
well as social media like Facebook, X (formerly Twitter)
and other outlets.

The EU Disinfo report “Indian Leaks” specifically
mentioned some interviews to ANI where some
individuals were shown defending “Free Balochistan”,
“Pashtun  Genocide” and “Sindhudesh” propaganda
posters by Srivastava Group, at Geneva. Page 49 of the
Leaks mentioned the individuals giving interview to
ANI on anti-Pakistan propaganda posters in Geneva,
Switzerland, during a UNHRC meeting, while page 50
mentions how his interview was amplified by the Indian
media’s propaganda machine for larger audiences by
Business Standard and Outlook India to spread it to even
wider global audiences. Page 6 and 89 mentioned how
ANI was linked to the Indian state and Intelligence R&AW
operatives and how this propaganda network spanned
a 15-year period in 116 countries. Similarly, p.26 of the
report mentions how “Free Balochistan” posters were
actually organized and posted by the Srivastava Group
that ran the entire disinformation campaign.

The enitre report of EU Disinfo Lab actually mentioned
the shady Indian-financed ‘fake’ think-tanks with the
name of EFSAS and SADF. All three have links, according
to the report, with Srivastava Group that had been
running the entire propaganda operation against Pakistan
for the last 18 years. EFSAS member Yoana Barakova
had been attending SAATH Forum’s conferences in UK
and EFSAS had been widely coordinating with SAATH
Forum to organize propaganda against Pakistan, Pakistan
Army and the CPEC project in order to convince western
policymakers for the benefit of Indian influence. Likewise,
SADF, another Indian financed fake think-tank and a
“partner” of EFSAS, was linked to Srivastava Group. It
also produced an extensive amount of anti-Pakistan, anti-
Army and anti-CPEC propaganda material.

The ‘bombshell’ by EU Disinfo Lab at the year-end

Though the SAATH Forum was now denying its
links with EFSAS, yet it posted its own participation at
the second SAATH Forum conference held in London
UK on 16 October 2017 on its website https;//www.
efsas.org/announcements/2017/10/16/efsas-participates-
in-international-conference-in-london,-organized-by-
saath/. EFSAS sent Yoana Barakova to attend the SAATH
Forum conference held in UK on 16 October 2017. Yoana
Barakova, mentioned by name in the EU Disinfo Lab report
as an Indian sponsored propagandist, posted by EFSAS
website https://www.efsas.or/events/conferences/saath-
forum.-london-october-2017/.

A month before that, the individual hosted the entire
propaganda gang from EFSAS for “breakfast” in Geneva
including Junaid Qureshi, the Director of EFSAS and
son of RAW operative, who hijacked an aeroplane in
1971 on 25 September 2017. https;//www.efsas.org/
events/sessions-of-unhrc/breakfast-with-mr.-haqqani/.
Even before that, EFSAS team was again hosted by
SAATH Forum on 24 September 2017 including Junaid
Qureshi and Yoana Barakova mentioned by name in the
report by EU Disinfo Lab report. https:;//www.efsas.or/
announcements/2017/09/25/mr.-hussain-haqgani-hosts-
efsas-team-for-breakfast-in-geneva/.

Not only the report had established links between
Indian propaganda and shady NGOs set up in Geneva,
Brussels, London, Canada, etc., as part of an influence
operation against Pakistan, but the report also shed light
on SAATH Forum’s links to this network. This brought
us to SAATH Forum’s so called activists who were also
linked to Indian propaganda machine, frequently writing
anti-Pakistan reports for Indian media, appearing on
Indian channels spewing propaganda against Pakistan,
its Army and CPEC through spreading fake news.

Top of the list was Dr Mohammad Taqi who was
medical doctor by profession, working at a hospital in
Florida, but on the sidelines, he was the founder of SAATH
Forum. He frequently wrote anti-Pakistan propaganda
articles for the Indian propaganda machine. Another key
propagandist was Taha Siddiqui who was media manager
for SAATH Forum. He ran fake news organizations
“South Asia Press” and “Safe News Rooms Organization”.
He was also associated with Indian media group ANI and
Geneva based fake rights organization “Baloch Human
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Rights Council”. Eminent among those working for Indians was
Gul Bukhari, another member of SAATH Forum, who routinely
wrote anti-Pakistan and anti-Army articles for the Indian media.
She was considered a vocal mouthpiece for the Indian lobbying
attempts against Pakistan, often tagging FATF on social media to
get Pakistan blacklisted.

Waqas Goraya was another anti-Pakistan propagandist, who
was member of SAATH Forum and whose full time job was
to spew anti-Pakistan and anti-Army venom, on social media.
Lately, these SAATH Forum members had admitted to being
online trolls, fake news peddlers and propagandists, sponsored
and financed by Indian government and its intelligence agencies.
Another SAATH forum and Srivastava Group member was
Nabi Bakhsh Baloch of the so-called US chapter of separatist
“Baloch National Movement”. He did anti-Pakistan propaganda
in Geneva at the UNHRC meeting on behalf of Srivastava Group,
as mentioned by the EU Disinfo Lab report. Another person,
Lakhu Lakhani, was from World Sindhi Congress. He was the
one giving interviews to Indian media propaganda agency ANI
and was also a member of SAATH Forum.

Another SAATH member Senge Sering, linked with
Srivastava Group, organized conferences and anti-Pakistan
propaganda through ANI news agency. The “Institute of Gilgit-
Baltistan Studies”, specifically named in the EU Disinfo Lab
report, was part of the elaborate disinformation network headed
by Srivastava Group that had used the name of Louis Shon
considered to be a “Grandfather of International Human Rights
Law.” The head of “Institute of Gilgit-Baltistan Studies”, Senge
Sering was based in Washington DC, and is himself a member
of SAATH Forum. He attended the first conference by SAATH
Forum as mentioned by a Hindustan Times news report.

This is part of the “Indian Leaks” by EU which hadn’t minced
anywords while clearly naming and identifying them for that dirty
business of propaganda against Pakistan and its Armed Forces.
This also indicated that Pakistan was facing an undeclared war
by the enemy, ever since it failed to cow down Islamabad by its
massive 10-month-long buildup of army on the eastern bhorder.
The conclusion was that the Indian army could not confront and
defeat Pakistan head-on in the battlefield, the only way to “teach
Pakistan a lesson” was to weaken it from within, through hybrid,
cyber and 5" Generation Warfare, propaganda warfare and by
sowing seeds of hatred within its society.

The tentacles of it were spread to other European countries
and thank God the EU had daringly done a very good job by
identifying it through Disinfo Lab, obviously because of the
realization that the saner elements within the European society
abhor spread of hatred falsely and purposefully.

(An earlier report reproduced for readers’ information)

State
terrorism
by India

n January 24, 2024, foreign Secretary
OMuhammad Syrus Sajjad Qazi in a media

briefing revealed that India was involved
in committing extra-territorial and extra-judicial
killings within Pakistan claiming that credible
evidence of links between Indian agents and the
assassination of two Pakistanis on our soil was
available. He further said that these were killings-
for-hire cases involving a sophisticated international
setup spread over multiple jurisdictions. Indian
agents used technology and safe havens on foreign
soil to commit assassinations in Pakistan. They
recruited, financed, and supported criminals,
terrorists, and unsuspecting civilians to play defined
roles in these assassinations.

He stands vindicated by a corroborative report
in the English newspaper ‘The Guardian’ saying that
the Indian government had killed about 20 people in
Pakistan since 2020. The paper published this report
on the basis of interviews with officials of Indian
intelligence and the documents shared by Pakistan
which shows the involvement of Indian RAW in
these attacks.

India under Modi has become a majoritarian
state where minorities are being suppressed under
a deliberate policy inspired by the ‘Hindutva”
philosophy. It has also adopted terrorism as a state
policy under which the detractors of the regime living
in other countries are murdered besides fomenting
and abetting terrorism in the neighboring countries,
particularly Pakistan.

The killings of Pakistani nationals in their
own country are not only a blatant violation of the
sovereignty of Pakistan but also the principles
enshrined in the UN Charter. India had also targeted
an Indian dissenter and Sikh leader in Canada and
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau blamed
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it directly on India claiming that they had irrefutable
evidence in this regard. Later it was reported that India
tried a similar assassination attempt in the US but
failed. The US protested but mildly. Nevertheless, these
incidents in Canada and US did throw sufficient light on
Indian acts of terrorism.

It would be pertinent to recall Indian attempts to
support insurgency in Balochistan and acts of terrorism
on its soil. Kalbhushan Sudhir Jhadav, a serving
commander in the Indian Navy, was arrested on March
3, 2016, in Balochistan while crossing over from Iran in a
counterintelligence operation.

He was found in possession of a valid Indian passport
with the fake name of Hussain Mubarak. During the
investigations, Jhadav confessed that Indian intelligence
agency RAW was involved in destabilizing Pakistan
and he was a serving officer of the Indian Navy working
in Pakistan at its behest. He also acknowledged that
he launched a covert operation against Pakistan from
the Iranian port of Chahbahar for which he used to get
instructions from Joint Secretary of RAW Anil Gupta.
According to him, RAW had been funding the Baloch
separatists to carry out their insurgency operations.

Kalbhushan also admitted that he had been directing
various activities in Karachi and Balochistan on directions
from RAW since 2013 and had a role in the deteriorating
law and order situation in Kara-chi. He was tried in a
military court and awarded a death sentence which has
not been carried out as yet.

The reign of terror unleashed by the Indian security
forces in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
since August 5, 2019 when it scraped the special status of
the State, divided it into two territories, and made it part
of India, also sends a shudder through the nerves. The
killing spree continues but the global community does
not seem bothered about the Indian state terrorism being
perpetrated on Kashmiris.

International media and human rights organizations
including Amnesty International have been continuously
reporting blatant violations of human rights in IIOJK which
are properly documented. A report prepared by the UN
Human Rights Commission also provides corroborative
evidence in this regard.

India blamed Pakistan for having orchestrated the
Pulwama incident and sent its planes across the border
to target an alleged terrorist camp at Balakot. The later
reports revealed that India itself had staged that tragedy
to stir up anti-Pakistan sentiments in order to win the

4

then upcoming elections. India claimed that its planes
had killed 350 terrorists. The falsehood of the Indian
propaganda was immediately exposed by the local and
international media. Pakistan justifiably retaliated and hit
targets within India and also downed two Indian planes
besides capturing an Indian pilot.

This brought the two countries almost on the brink of
war, but the intervention of friendly countries prevented
this from happening. These happenings were a ranting
testimony to which extent the Indian government under
Modi can go to achieve its political objectives.

Pakistan has been drawing the attention of the
international community to Indian-sponsored acts of
terrorism within its territory and in this regard, a dossier
was also presented to the UN and other big powers which
unfortunately did not invoke appropriate response. The
enactment of state terrorism by India and its ruthless
continuation is an affront to the conscience of the global
community as well as the United Nations.

Will the global community and UN take notice of it and
strop India in its tracks to commit these heinous crimes
against other states remains a million-dollar question.
Regrettably, the principles enshrined in the UN Charter
and international conventions are selectively employed.
Global politics and management of international affairs
are conducted through the prism of strategic, geopolitical,
and commerecial interests.

The reason why India gets away with such
indiscretions and violations of the UN Charter is that the
big powers including the US, UK, and France are Indian
allies and they look at things from the perspective of their
strategic and commercial interests linked to that country.
India is also their partner in achieving the objectives of
the ‘Stop China’ policy.

Even the UN is helpless because these powers enjoy
absolute power (veto) in regard to settling international
issues or disciplining a rogue nation. However, it does
not mean that one should stop raising voice against
injustice and criminal activities of a state in breach of
the UN Charter and international conventions relating to
regulating inter-state affairs.

Pakistan is justified in raising the issue of Indian
terrorism at international forums to stir the conscience of
the global community. It is rightly said perseverance does
pay off in the end.

(Malik Muhammad Ashraf — The Nation, April 13, 2024)
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Guardian exposes India’s
covert terrorism network

DR. MUHAMMAD KHAN

accepted “The Guardian” report about the killing of 20

Pakistanis through its operatives within Pakistan. In
an interview with CNN, Singh reiterated, “If any terrorist
tries to disturb the country’s peace, we will give a befitting
reply. Ifthey (terrorists) run back to Pakistan, toh Pakistan
mein ghus ke maarenge (We will go there and kill them).
This statement is an open acceptance of Indian aggressive
designs against Pakistan.

The statement has two connotations; (a) India has
been involved in the killing of those Pakistanis whom it
allegedly considered to be involved in any attack on Indian
soil or in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
(IOJK); and (b) India will openly enter into Pakistani
territory in the pursuit of any attacker who dares to attack
anyone or any installation on the Indian soil. In either
case, this interview is a clear warning to Pakistan which
must be taken very seriously. This indeed is a direct
threat to Pakistan which demands a very strong response
from Pakistan and the attention of the United Nations and
the international community. In order to strengthen its
viewpoint, The Guardian carried out extensive interviews
of Indian and Pakistani intelligence officials as evidence.

As per the findings of the report, the BJP government
under Modi has devised a strategy to kill all those
individuals allegedly involved in militant activities in India
or holding an anti-India mindset through its intelligence
operatives. This entire strategy has been conceived
and implemented under the Indian government. Since
Pakistan shares geographical contiguity with India, it is
easy for India to target such individuals through its (in)
famous spying network, the Research & Analysis Wing
(RAW). The strategy is not specific to Pakistan; rather,
it covers covert operations to eliminate any anti-India
individuals worldwide. The killing of Sikh leaders in
Canada and America are part of this strategy, as witnessed
in 2023.

India conceptualized this strategy during the first era

India’s Defence Minister Rajnath Singh indirectly

Pakistan

OBSERVER
APRIL 8, 2024

of the BJP-led Modi government and began implementing
it in 2019, with the start of the second era of the Modi
government.

The second era of the Modi government is full of such
incidents of killing anti-India individuals and threats
and so-called surgical strikes. During this era from 2019
to 2024, India exploited minorities within India through
the Citizenship Amendment Act and anti-minorities
campaign, mainly launched against Muslims, Sikhs
and Christians. Killing and exploitation of Christians in
Manipur State is clear evidence of Indian state-sponsored
terrorism against its own minorities.

This exploitation is going on unabated in the
rest of India through RSS and other Hindu terrorist
organizations. The Canadian government has established
through a secret but meticulous investigative system
that Sikh leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar was killed by an
operative of Indian RAW. It was a complicated task since
the killing was done through a much concealed process
at British Columbia, Canada, in June, 2023. As disclosed
by Canadian officials, “Canada worked “very closely” with
the United States on intelligence that Indian agents had
been potentially involved in the murder of a Sikh leader
in British Columbia earlier this year.”

On September 20, 2023, the spokesman of White
House, John Kirby, unambiguously stressed Indian
government to cooperate with Canadian government
over this act of killing of Sikh leader. Killing of Sikh leader
Hardeep Singh Nijjar on the Canadian soil has attracted
international attention and deep anger of Sikh community.

The operatives of RAW are stationed everywhere in
the world to kill and target anyone who speaks against
India. RAW is directly controlled by the Indian Prime
Minister. Murder attempt of another Sikh leader, Mr.
Pannun, was foiled by the US in 2023. The US asked for
a detailed inquiry of this murder attempt, which India
is trying to divert through a fake investigation that it
was done by rogue elements. The US has conveyed its
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annoyance and dissatisfaction over this
Indian response. Indeed, India cannot face
the consequences of using a transnational
terrorism network worldwide. Western
governments have started questioning
India.

Pakistani intelligence agencies have
timely communicated to India and world at
large about the involvement of Indian RAW
on most of the terrorist activities inside
Pakistan. This Indian terrorism against
Pakistan is being implemented through
three main strategies; (a) directly hiring of
terrorists from within Pakistan by RAW
operatives, (b) using Iranian and Afghan
soil for terrorism all along western borders
of Pakistan, and (c) making use of separatist
elements like Baloch sub-nationalists.

The 20 killings as reported by The
Guardian have been covertly done by
unknown assailants in Pakistan since
2020 is a case in point which Pakistan
clearly blamed RAW and India, but the
world remained mysteriously quiet.
“These deaths were orchestrated by Indian
intelligence sleeper-cells mostly operating
out of the United Arab Emirates”. It is
worth mentioning that India RAW is deeply
entrenched in the UAE and some other key
states of the Middle East. It is easy for RAW
operatives and sleeper-cells to get in touch
with Pakistani dissidents for execution of
those individuals whom India considered
as anti-India and threats against its illegal
occupation in IIQJK. Through such killings,
India wanted to achieve its target of
destabilizing Pakistan and to create a scare
in Pakistan.

Statements of the Indian Prime Minister,
his Defence Minister and other officials
provide clear evidence of New Delhi’s
aggressive strategy against Pakistan.
Pakistan needs to share the evidence of
Indian aggression and terrorism against
Pakistan and Pakistani nationals with
the international community. Besides,
Pakistanis must devise a clear strategy to
counter Indian aggression and terrorism.

4
Indian
terrorism and
Pakistan

nce again, India’s ugly face has been exposed to the world. The
O British newspaper Guardian has revealed in its investigative report

that the Indian government is directly involved in the killing of 20
people on Pakistani soil. According to the report, India’s secret agency
RAW has been actively carrying out extrajudicial killings under the guise
of national security since 2019. It is said, based on Pakistani investigators,
that the planning of these deaths was carried out by sleeper-cells of RAW,
which were operating from another country. The increase in deaths
in 2023 is attributed to the heightened activities of these sleeper-cells.
They are accused of paying local criminals or poor Pakistanis millions of
rupees to carry out the killings.

According to the British newspaper’s report, India’s intelligence
agency RAW is directly controlled by Modi’s office. Interviews with
intelligence officers reinforce allegations that India has implemented
a policy of targeting individuals abroad whom it perceives as enemies
of India. In response to this report, Indian defence minister Rajnath
Singh has confessed to the crime and instead of being ashamed of their
terrorism, they are unapologetic.

Ground realities indicate that India’s state terrorism network is not
limited to Pakistan alone; there is evidence of India’s direct involvement
in the killings of Sikh separatists in Canada and America. In Canada, the
killing of Sikh leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar, and now in America, India
has also been implicated, which is clear evidence that India is not sparing
even global powers in its pursuit of power.

After the publication of this report, a common question in the minds
of Pakistanis is whether the international community will hold India
accountable for its defence minister’s confession. Will global powers
question India as to why it is involved in the killings of ordinary civilians
in Pakistan, America, and Canada, and who authorized these killings?

Following this report, Rajnath Singh has also confessed to the crime
in a TV interview and has even threatened to infiltrate and carry out
attacks in Pakistan. But perhaps the Indian defence minister has forgotten
February 27, 2019, when India attempted unsuccessfully to infiltrate and
attack Pakistan, and then not only did the Pakistani Air Force foil Modi’s
government’s plans but also shot down two Indian jets and captured the
Indian pilot Abhinandan, who had intruded into Pakistani territory with
hostile intentions. Rajnath should keep in mind that whenever India tries
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to take any action against Pakistan
with malicious intent, Armed Forces
of Pakistan have always given India
a befitting response and have always
made India regret its nefarious
intentions.

The British newspaper’s report
indicates that despite accumulating
billions of dollars’ worth of weapons,
India has failed, and now it has been
involved in Kkillings through hired
assassins, which is big evidence of
India’s failure, an admission made by
Rajnath Singh.

Killing civilians through hired
assassins may be the work of
criminals or professionals, but a state
or government’s involvement in such
activities is evidence that it is playing
into the hands of criminals, who have
been forced to carry out criminal acts
by a state or government.

The world must open its eyes
because India has not only hired
assassins for killings in Pakistan
but also in America, Canada and
elsewhere. Modi and his government
has now become a threat to global
peace, which needs to be addressed
urgently. The British newspaper’s
report and Rajnath’s confession is
clear evidence that India is a terror
state and Modi’s enmity has blinded
it to the extent that he is not willing
to abide by the international law. He
forgets that Pakistan Armed Forces
and its intelligence agencies are
always vigilant, not only protecting
the borders but also taking action if
any threat arises against its citizens.
The arrest of Kulbhushan is evidence
that Pakistan’s agencies are ever
vigilant and alert to protecting land,
sea, and air borders at all times, but
are also ready to teach any intruder
a lesson.

(Ali Anwar — Daily Times,
April 14, 2024)

PRESS REVIEW

Modigovt
ordered killings
in Pakistan

Allegations of up to 20 assassinations
since 2020 follow Canada’s accusation
of Delhi role in murders of dissidents

he Indian government assassinated individuals in Pakistan as part
I of a wider strategy to eliminate terrorists living on foreign soil,
according to Indian and Pakistani intelligence operatives who spoke

to the Guardian.

Interviews with intelligence officials in both countries, as well
as documents shared by Pakistani investigators, shed new light on
how India’s foreign intelligence agency allegedly began to carry out
assassinations abroad as part of an emboldened approach to national
security after 2019. The agency, the Research & Analysis Wing (RAW), is
directly controlled by the office of India’s prime minister, Narendra Modi,
who is running for a third term in office in elections. The accounts appear
to give further weight to allegations that Delhi has implemented a policy
of targeting those it considers hostile to India. While the new allegations
refer to individuals charged with serious and violent terror offences, India
has also been accused publicly by Washington and Ottawa of involvement
in the murders of dissident figures including a Sikh activist in Canada and
of a botched assassination attempt on another Sikh in the US last year.

The fresh claims relate to almost 20 killings since 2020, carried out by
unknown gunmen in Pakistan. While India has previously been unofficially
linked to the deaths, this is the first time Indian intelligence personnel have
discussed the alleged operations in Pakistan, and detailed documentation
has been seen alleging RAW’s direct involvement in the assassinations.

The allegations also suggest that Sikh separatists in the Khalistan
movement were targeted as part of these Indian foreign operations, both
in Pakistan and the west.

According to Pakistani investigators, these deaths were orchestrated
by Indian intelligence sleeper-cells mostly operating out of the United
Arab Emirates. The rise in killings in 2023 was credited to the increased
activity of these cells, which are accused of paying millions of rupees to
local criminals or poor Pakistanis to carry out the assassinations. Indian
agents also allegedly recruited jihadists to carry out the shootings, making
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them believe they were killing “infidels”.

According to two Indian intelligence officers, the
spy agency’s shift to focusing on dissidents abroad
was triggered by the Pulwama attack in 2019, when
a suicide bomber targeted a military convoy in II0JK,
killing 40 paramilitary personnel.

Modi was running for a second term at the time
and was brought back to power in the aftermath of
the attack.

“After Pulwama, the approach changed to target
the elements outside the country before they are able
to launch an attack or create any disturbance,” one
Indian intelligence operative said. “We could not stop
the attacks because ultimately their safe havens were
in Pakistan, so we had to get to the source.”

To conduct such operations “needed approval
from the highest level of government”, he added.

The officer said India had drawn inspiration from
intelligence agencies such as Israel’'s Mossad and
Russia’s KGB, which have been linked to extrajudicial
killings on foreign soil. He also said the killing of the
Saudi journalist and dissident Jamal Khashoggi, who
was murdered in 2018 in the Saudi embassy, had
been directly cited by RAW officials.

“It was a few months after the killing of Jamal
Khashoggi that there was a debate among the top
brass of intelligence in the prime minister’s office
about how something can be learned from the case.
One senior officer said in a meeting that if Saudis can
do this, why not us?” he recounted.

“What the Saudis did was very effective. You
not only get rid of your enemy but send a chilling
message, a warning to the people working against
you. Every intelligence agency has been doing this.
Our country cannot be strong without exerting power
over our enemies.”

Senior officials from two separate Pakistani
intelligence agencies said they suspected India’s
involvement in up to 20 killings since 2020. They
pointed to evidence relating to previously undisclosed
inquiries into seven of the cases - including witness
testimonies, arrest records, financial statements,
WhatsApp messages and passports - which
investigators say showcase in detail the operations
conducted by Indian spies to assassinate targets on
Pakistani soil. The Guardian has seen the documents
but they could not be independently verified.

The intelligence sources claimed that targeted
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assassinations increased = significantly in 2023,
accusing India of involvement in the suspected deaths
of about 15 people, most of whom were shot at close
range by unknown gunmen.

In a response to the Guardian, India’s ministry of
external affairs denied all the allegations, reiterating
an earlier statement that they were “false and
malicious anti-India propaganda”. The ministry
emphasized a previous denial made by India’s foreign
minister, Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, that targeted
killings in other countries were “not the government
of India’s policy”.

In the killing of Zahid Akhund, an alias for the
convicted Kashmiri terrorist Zahoor Mistry who was
involved in the deadly hijacking of an Air India flight,
the Pakistani documents say a RAW handler allegedly
paid for information on Akhund’s movements and
location over a period of months. She then allegedly
contacted him directly, pretending to be a journalist
who wanted to interview a terrorist, in order to
confirm his identity.

“Are you Zahid? I am a journalist from the New
York Post,” read messages in the dossier shown to the
Guardian. Zahid is said to have responded: “For what
u r messaging me?”

Millions of rupees were then allegedly paid to
Afghan nationals to carry out the shooting in Karachi
in March 2022. They fled over the border but their
handlers were later arrested by Pakistani security
agencies.

According to the evidence gathered by Pakistan,
the killings were regularly coordinated out of the
UAE, where RAW established sleeper cells that would
separately arrange different parts of the operation
and recruit the killers.

Investigators alleged that millions of rupees would
often be paid to criminals or impoverished locals to
carry out the murders, with documents claiming that
payments were mostly done via Dubai. Meetings of
RAW handlers overseeing the killings are also said
to have taken also place in Nepal, the Maldives and
Mauritius.

“This policy of Indian agents organizing killings
in Pakistan hasn’t been developed overnight,” said a
Pakistani official. “We believe they have worked for
around two years to establish these sleeper-cells in
the UAE who are mostly organizing the executions.
After that, we began witnessing many killings.”
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In the case of Shahid Latif, the commander of JeM
and one of India’s most notorious militants, several
attempts were allegedly made to kill him. In the end,
the documents claim, it was an illiterate 20-year-
old Pakistani who carried out the assassination in
Pakistan in October, allegedly recruited by RAW in
the UAE, where he was working for a minimal salary
in an Amazon packing warehouse.

Pakistani investigators found that the man had
allegedly been paid 1.5m Pakistani rupees (£4,000)
by an undercover Indian agent to track down Latif
and later was promised 15m Pakistani rupees and
his own catering company in the UAE if he carried
out the killing. The young man shot Latif dead in a
mosque in Sialkot but was arrested soon after, along
with accomplices.

The killings of Bashir Ahmad Peer, commander
of the militant outfit Hizbul Mujahideen, and Saleem
Rehmani, who was on India’s most-wanted list, were
also allegedly planned out of the UAE, with transaction
receipts from Dubai appearing to show payments of
millions of rupees to the killers. Rehmani’s death had
previously been reported as the result of a suspected
armed robbery.

Analysts believe Pakistani authorities have been
reluctant to publicly acknowledge the killings as most
of the targets are known terrorists and associates of
outlawed militant groups that Islamabad has long
denied sheltering.

In most cases, public information about their
deaths has been scant. However, Pakistani agencies
showed evidence they had conducted investigations
and arrests behind closed doors.

The figures given to the Guardian match up with
those collated by analysts who have been tracking
unclaimed militant killings in Pakistan. Ajay Sahni,
the executive director of the Institute for Conflict
Management in Delhi, said his organization had
documented 20 suspicious fatalities in Pakistan by
unknown attackers since 2020, though two had been
claimed by local militant groups. He emphasized that
because of Pakistan’s refusal to publicly investigate
the cases — or even acknowledge that these individuals
had been living in their jurisdiction - “we have no
way of knowing the cause”.

“If you look at the numbers, there is clearly a
shift in intent by someone or other,” said Sahni. “It
would be in Pakistan’s interest to say this has been

done by India. Equally, one of the legitimate lines of
inquiry would be possible involvement of the Indian
agencies.”

Pakistan’s foreign secretary, Muhammad Syrus
Sajjad Qazi, publicly acknowledged two of the killings
in a press conference in January, where he accused
India of carrying out a “sophisticated and sinister”
campaign of “extraterritorial and extrajudicial
killings” in Pakistan.

However, analysts and Pakistani officials
described the alleged systematic targeted killings of
dissidents by Indian agents on Pakistani soil since
2020 as “new and unprecedented”.

The majority of those allegedly killed by RAW in
Pakistan in the past three years have been individuals
associated with militant groups such as LeT and JeM,
and in several cases have convictions or proven links
to some of India’s deadliest terrorist incidents, which
have killed hundreds of people. Others were seen
to be “handlers” of Kashmiri militants who helped
coordinate attacks and spread information from afar.

In September, the Canadian prime minister,
Justin Trudeau, told parliament there were “credible
allegations” that Indian agents had orchestrated
the killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a prominent
Sikh activist who was gunned down in Vancouver.
Weeks later, the US Department of Justice released
an indictment vividly detailing how an Indian agent
had attempted to recruit a hitman in New York to
kill another Sikh activist, later named as Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun.

Both men had been major advocates of the
Khalistan movement, which seeks to create an
independent Sikh state and is illegal in India. India
denied any involvement in the killing of Nijjar, while
according to a recent report, India’s own investigation
into the Pannun plot concluded that it had been
carried out by a rogue agent who was no longer
working for RAW.

According to one Indian intelligence official, Delhi
recently ordered the suspension of targeted killings
in Pakistan after Canada and the US went public with
their allegations. No suspicious killings have taken
place so far this year.

Two Indian operatives separately confirmed that
diaspora Khalistani activists had become a focus of
India’s foreign operations after hundreds of thousands
of farmers, mostly Sikhs from Punjab, descended on
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Delhi to protest against new farm laws. The protest
ultimately forced the government into a rare policy
U-turn, which was seen as an embarrassment.

The suspicion in Delhi was that firebrand Sikh
activists living abroad, particularly those in Canada,
the US and the UK, were fueling the farmers’ protests
and stirring up international support through their
strong global networks. It stoked fears that these
activists could be a destabilizing force and were
capable of reviving Khalistani militancy in India.

“Places were raided and people were arrested in
Punjab, but things were actually being controlled from
places like Canada,” said one of the Indian intelligence
operatives. “Like other intelligence agencies, we had
to deal with it.”

In the UK, Sikhs in the West Midlands were issued
“threat to life” warnings, amid growing concern about
the safety of separatist campaigners who Sikhs claim
are being targeted by the Indian government.

Before the US and Canadian cases, a high-profile
Khalistani leader, Paramyjit Singh Panjwar, was shot
dead in Lahore last May. Pakistani investigators
claimed they had warned Panjwar that his life was in
danger a month before he was killed and said another
Khalistani activist living in Pakistan has also faced
threats to his life.

Panjwar’s assassination is among those alleged
to have been carried out by Indian operatives using
what Pakistani agencies described as the “religious
method”. According to the documents, Indian agents
used social media to infiltrate networks of Islamic
State (IS) and units connected to the Taliban, where
they recruited and groomed Pakistani Islamist
radicals to carry out hit jobs on Indian dissidents by
telling them they were carrying out “sacred killings”
of “infidels”.

These agents allegedly sought help from former
IS fighters from the Indian state of Kerala — who had
travelled to Afghanistan to fight for IS but surrendered
after 2019 and were brought back through diplomatic
channels - to get access to these jihadist networks.

According to an investigation by the Pakistani
agencies, Panjwar’s killer, who was later caught,
allegedly thought he was working on the instructions
of the Pakistan Taliban affiliate Badri 313 Battalion
and had to prove himself by killing an enemy of Islam.

The killing of Riyaz Ahmad, a top Lashkar-e-Taiba
commander, in September last year was allegedly

4

carried out by Raw in a similar manner. His killer,
Pakistan believes, was recruited through a Telegram
channel for those who wanted to fight for IS, and
which had been infiltrated by Raw agents.

They have claimed the assassin was Muhammad
Abdullah, a 20-year-old from Lahore. He allegedly
told Pakistani investigators he was promised he
would be sent to Afghanistan to fight for IS if he
passed the test of killing an “infidel” in Pakistan,
with Ahmed presented as the target. Abdullah shot
and killed Ahmed during early morning prayers at
a mosque in Rawalkot, but was later arrested by
Pakistani authorities.

Walter Ladwig, a political scientist at King’s
College London, said the alleged shift in strategy
was in line with Modi’s more aggressive approach
to foreign policy and that just as western states have
been accused of extrajudicial killings abroad in the
name of national security, there were those in Delhi
who felt “India reserves the right to do the same”.

Daniel Markey, a senior adviser on south Asia at
the United States Institute of Peace, said: “In terms of
India’s involvement, it all kind of adds up. It’s utterly
consistent with this framing of India having arrived
on the world stage. Being willing to take this kind of
action against perceived threats has been interpreted,
at least by some Indians, as a marker of great power
status.”

The allegations of extrajudicial killings, which
would violate international law, could raise difficult
questions for western countries that have pursued an
increasingly close strategic and economic relationship
with Modi and his Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata
party (BJP) government, including pushing for
intelligence-sharing agreements.

A former senior RAW official who served before
Modi’s premiership denied that extrajudicial killings
were part of the agency’s remit. He confirmed that
nothing would be done without the knowledge of the
national security adviser, who would then report it
to the prime minister, and on occasion they would
report directly to the prime minister. “I could not do
anything without their approval,” he said.

(Hannah Ellis-Petersen, Aakash Hassan & Shah Meer
Baloch — The Guardian, April 04, 2024)
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India’s impunity

ederal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi has said that
Fthe initial investigation into the attack on Amir Sarfraz
Tamba, who allegedly killed Indian terrorist Sarabjit
Singh in 2013, points towards India’s involvement - though the
investigation is yet to be completed. This is obviously not the
first time India has been accused not just by Pakistan but other
countries of carrying out assassinations on foreign soil. A recent
report in The Guardian revealed that there have been almost
20 killings since 2020 carried out by unknown gunmen in
Pakistan and that India was behind these assassinations. Now
Tamba’s assassination is on the same pattern and many experts
will agree with Naqvi’s assessment that India may be behind
this. India seems to be following the Israel model of carrying
out assassinations on foreign soil of people it sees as a threat to
Indian hegemony and this may not be the last time it carries out
such nefarious activities. Experts have warned that India may
try to target more people on Pakistani soil in the future. The
brazenness of India may be astounding to some but India under
Modi has gradually been following Israel’s example - especially
Israel under Netanyahu and his ilk. Last year in November, US
authorities said that an Indian government official directed a
failed plot to assassinate a Sikh separatist on US soil. This came in
the wake of Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s explosive
revelations last September when he said that Canadian security
agencies have been actively pursuing “credible allegations of a
potential link between agents of the government of India” and
the murder of Sikh leader and activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar who
was a strong supporter of the Khalistan Movement. However, his
death and two other deaths of prominent Sikh leaders — Avtar
Singh Khanda in the UK and Pramajit Singh Panjwar in Lahore
- pointed to a sinister trend about India’s terrorist activities on
foreign soil. The foiled assassination attempt in the US further
proved that India was actively involved in such nefarious
activities and didn’t care about the international fallout if these
plots were uncovered. It was in this context that Pakistan’s
foreign secretary revealed in January this year that Pakistan had
“credible evidence” proving that Indian agents were involved
in killing two Pakistanis in Islamabad. India’s killings-for-hire
cases apparently involve a sophisticated international setup
spread over multiple jurisdictions. It needs to be probed now
and the international community - especially the US - must not
look away from India’s terrorism on foreign soil just because it

wants to use it as a proxy against China.
(Editorial — The News, April 16, 2024)

_______________________________________________________
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India uses
Afghanistan as
backstage areato
carry out terrorist
attacks in Pakistan

of supporting terrorism for its own purposes

has a substantial negative influence on
regional stability, with Pakistan being the primary
target of its nefarious intentions. India aggressively
encourages terrorism inside Pakistan, taking
advantage of the country’s porous borders to sow
divisions and instability. India does this by using
neighboring Afghanistan as a platform. Even though
Pakistan is making an attempt to guard its borders
with India, Afghanistan’s borders give India a means
of advancing its destabilization objective.

This devious strategy not only jeopardizes peace
in the area but also underscores India’s disregard
for international norms and the sanctity of sovereign
boundaries. Therefore, it is essential to address the
underlying causes of this cross-border terrorism in
order to protect the security and prosperity of the
whole area.

With the backing of the whole country and its
armed forces, Pakistan has been fighting terrorism
for more than 20 years, effectively taking down the
terrorist networks inside its boundaries. Even with
this success, subsequent spikes in terrorist attacks
indicate that the threat still exists even after large-
scale organizations and physical infrastructure
have been destroyed by military action. Increased
efforts are being made to combat terrorism in the
wake of recent terrorist incidents that have shook
the country. Since Pakistan’s creation, the turbulent
relationship between Afghanistan and Pakistan has
been tarnished by an ongoing lack of goodwill on the
part of Afghanistan.

Anti-Pakistan sentiments have persistently
increased, regardless of what government is in

Beyond its boundaries, India’s strategic policy
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Kabul, and are frequently stoked by attempts to destabilize
Pakistan with the help of India. Remarkably, a number of
nationalist movements in Pakistan may be traced back to
Afghanistan. The book, ‘My Enemy’s Enemy’, by Avinash
Paliwal provides an insightful analysis of India’s strategic
use of Afghanistan as a stand-in for Pakistan.

In the book, it is claimed that during the administrations
of Karzai and Ghani, Indian intelligence agency RAW,
which allegedly had ties to up to 34 Afghan governors, made
considerable use of Afghan land. Two disclosures highlight
the complex geopolitical processes that have shaped the
longstanding competition between two adjacent countries
in the area.

With 21 operational facilities in Rajasthan, India, and
an estimated 66 training centers operating in Afghanistan,
the NDS operated as an extension of RAW. Pakistan’s
provinces Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan were the
main targets of these operations. The Tehrik-e-Taliban

4

Pakistan (TTP) and its affiliates were major players in KP
and GB, while Baloch separatist elements focused their
energies on Karachi and southern Balochistan.

The year 2018 saw the creation of BRAS, an organization
that combined many Baloch terrorist organizations.
Targeting Chinese interests in Pakistan was the main goal
of BRAS, especially in Gwadar and Karachi, the locations
where Kulbhushan Jadhav was arrested from. The TTP and
BRAS then worked together to intensify their destabilizing
efforts in Pakistan.

It is impossible to ignore India’s financial backing of
terrorist organizations and dissident organizations in
Pakistan, such as TTP and Daesh. Pakistan has provided
the world with indisputable proof that India is involved
in terrorist operations inside its borders. This claim is
further supported by the arrest of RAW agent Kulbhushan
Jadhav, who was apprehended for planning terrorism in
Balochistan.

The TTP tool g

phases of turbulence and stability. The current

phase of bilateral relations is also marked by
relative friction between the two neighbors. The primary
reason for the strained relationship is Pakistan’s concern
about the interim Afghan government’s inability or
lack of will by to rein in the banned TTP. Although the
interim government has continuously stated that it will
not allow its soil to be used for any terror activities,
certain elements in the government have extended
support to the TTP and its various affiliates.

Relations between the two countries reached a
crisis point after Pakistan’s intelligence-based anti-
terror operation in the border region of Afghanistan in
the early hours of March 18, two days after the terrorist
attack in Mir Ali, North Waziristan, which resulted in the
martyrdom of seven Pakistani soldiers, including two
officers. This measure was taken amid brewing tensions
between the two countries over several months. There
have been repeated instances of Islamabad informing
the Afghan Taliban about terror operations mainly from
the TTP and other related banned outfits that enjoy
considerable liberty to operate from Afghanistan.

Since the Afghan Taliban assumed power in Kabul in
2021 (after the US withdrawal), Pakistan has witnessed
an emboldened TTP, manifested through a surge in

Pak-Afghan relations have been characterized by

militant attacks. According to the Pakistan Institute for
Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS), in 2023 alone,
around 645 militant attacks occurred in Pakistan,
causing the deaths of over 938 people.

Another report by the Pakistan Institute of Peace
Studies (PIPS) states that 78 percent of attacks have
been carried out by the TTP, which also accounted
for 82 percent of the casualties. Moreover, 2023 was
also marked as the deadliest year in a decade for the
military and police forces, where they collectively
sacrificed more than 500 personnel. Around 93 percent
of the attacks have occurred in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) and Balochistan - Pakistan’s provinces bordering
Afghanistan. According to Pakistani officials, certain
elements of the ruling Afghan Taliban are patronizing
the TTP. This has led to the TTP carrying out
cross-border terrorist attacks from sanctuaries in
Afghanistan. As militant attacks ramped up, Pakistan
repeatedly engaged the Afghan interim government
through diplomatic channels, intelligence sharing, and
international security platforms and asked them to take
effective and concrete action against TTP. However,
there has been no decisive action from them so far to
curb the conducive environment provided to TTP and
its affiliates. Continued inaction by the Afghan Taliban
against TTP’s presence on their soil made Pakistan
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TTP, ISIS, and BLA terrorists operate out of Afghanistan
and serve as tools of our enemy, taking advantage of any
chance to obtain money in order to carry out evil actions.
Without a doubt, these anti-state acts are sponsored, either
directly or indirectly, by our nemesis. Such terrorist attacks
are centered in Afghanistan, which is continuously used
against Pakistan, supporting Pakistan’s claim that terrorist
groups opposed to Pakistan, such as TTP and ISIS, are
regularly housed in Afghanistan.

Chuck Hagel, the former US defense secretary, has
publicly admitted that India uses Afghanistan as a backstage
area to carry out terrorist attacks against Pakistan. Pakistan
was hopeful that after the Afghan Taliban took over as
the ruling party, there would be a decline in terrorist
occurrences. Regrettably, this was not the case, with the
number of incidents rising. In the current situation, the
Afghan Taliban are a menace not just to Pakistan but also
to its neighbors, China, Russia, and the world community,
since they not only equip and finance terrorist organizations
such as TTP, but also give them safe havens.

The 33" report of the monitoring committee assigned to
ISIS and other terrorist groups, which was presented to the

run out of patience. Amid the soaring human cost
(both civilian and military) and continuous attacks
on its infrastructure, tensions between the two states
immediately affect cross-border trade due to the closure
of the Torkham and Chaman border crossings. Amid
the recent tensions, Pakistan’s Ministry of Commerce
delegation visited Afghanistan on March 25 to discuss
matters related to enhancing trade relations. However,
given the series of recent events, the continuity of any
confidence-building measure between the two sides
would largely depend on the extent of the willingness
of the Afghan Taliban to go after the TTP on their soil.
There is no denying that Pakistan is facing the heat
of terrorism, mainly due to proliferation from across the
border. However, according to many analysts, Pakistan’s
counterterrorism strategy against TTP cannot solely
rely on the presumed assistance of the Afghan Taliban
to counter this threat. Pakistan would have to chalk out
a more adequate course of action against the banned
outfit. TTP has adopted a new ‘localized strategy’
focusing on the series of mergers and its enhanced
operational skills. In this context, Pakistan needs to
devise a more robust internal security mechanism that
should place ‘timely and accurate intel’ at its core.
However, to garner sustainable results, Pakistan’s
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UN Security Council, reveals startling information on the
ongoing existence of several terrorist groups on the Afghan
territory. For Pakistan, this confirms its longstanding
fears about terrorism, and it is also extremely worrying
for regional and international parties. The study reveals
the multifaceted assistance that Daesh gives the TTP to
strengthen its hostile actions against Pakistan.
[tisthereforeimperativetodismantlethenefariousnexus
between India and Afghanistan, which fuels instability and
terrorism in the region. Considering its obligations under
the terms of Doha Agreement, Afghanistan needs to answer
for allowing its territory to be used as a terrorist launchpad.
In addition, even though India is a profitable market, the
world community cannot ignore its involvement in funding
terrorism. Given India’s transformation as a state sponsor
of terrorism, it is imperative that the world denounces it
and takes coordinated action to lessen its detrimental
effects on regional security and peace. Breaking this nexus
is paramount to fostering stability and prosperity in the
affected regions and beyond.
(Omay Aimen — The News, April 18, 2024)

measures must be complemented by the curbing of
the TTP’s freedom in Afghanistan. For that, the Afghan
interim government needs to be convinced that, given
the gravity of the issue, its current policy of patronization
towards the TTP should be ceased. Moreover, the
constant reluctance of the Afghan Taliban to take
decisive action against the TTP is also hampering their
quest for international recognition (since one of the
significant global conditions is to not let their soil be used
against any other state), apart from adversely affecting
their relations with their neighbor.

While the current relations between Afghanistan and
Pakistan are replete with contentions, the two nations
need a mature and pragmatic approach to resolve
these issues. Seasoned political leaders and relevant
stakeholders from both sides of the border should
play their role in curtailing the prevalent trust deficit
between the two countries. Active diplomacy, including
communication and engagement between Islamabad
and Kabul, on the issue of countering terrorism should
continue. The failure to jointly combat the TTP would,
unfortunately, make the whole region vulnerable to the
menace of terrorism.

(The News, April 18, 2024)
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Unveiling India’s rogue agency

JAVED IQBAL

citizens by the Indian Agency, RAW, has once again

exposed the real face of the rogue intelligence agency
to the whole world. Pakistan’s government from day one
is of the view that Indian state-sponsored terrorism needs
to be fixed. Besides Pakistan, Canada and the US also
condemned India for its nefarious activities on their soil.
This egregious behaviour has raised serious concerns about
India’s adherence to global norms and principles. India’s
actions, involving the killing of civilians, underscore a blatant
disregard for international laws and the UN Charter on
various fronts.

Firstly, the use of lethal force against civilians, especially
those outside of Indian territory, without proper legal
justification or authorization, goes against the principles
of human rights and the protection of civilian populations
enshrined in international law. Secondly, such extrajudicial
killings violate the sovereignty of Pakistan, as they represent
an unauthorized incursion into Pakistani territory and
an infringement upon its territorial integrity, which is
protected under Article 2(4) of the UN Charter. Article 2(4)
also states that no state shall do anything that conflicts with
the purposes of the United Nations. However, the actions of
RAW in orchestrating these killings sabotage the UN efforts
aimed at combating terrorism and protecting human rights.

The UN Charter emphasizes the peaceful settlement of
disputes between nations and encourages states to resolve
their differences through diplomacy and dialogue. India’s tilt
towards extrajudicial killings instead of pursuing diplomatic
channels for addressing its concerns with Pakistan
represents its disregard for this principle. Moreover, the
disregard for legal options and the conduct of extrajudicial
killings instead, undermines the principles of justice and
accountability upheld by the international community. Such
actions erode trust in the rule-based international order and
set a dangerous precedent for state behaviour.

This is not the first time as India has a history of running
sinister and sophisticated campaigns of extrajudicial killings.
Pakistan has time and again brought India’s malign actions
to the notice of the international community and shared
irrefutable evidence of Indian involvement in terrorism

The Guardian’s revelation of the killings of 20 Pakistani

Daily Times
APRIL 29, 2024

activities. However, nothing significant has ever been
done to put a stop to India’s monstrous actions. India has
become a major threat to international peace and security.
Its hegemonic designs are not only a threat to South Asia but
also it will have global implications.

Modi’s ‘Akhand Bharat’ obsession

Pakistan faces serious dangers because of the evil
designs of Modi’s Hindutva inspired mindset. Modi’s recent
sarcastic remarks alluding that their neighbor is on verge
of bankruptcy, begging for wheat etc., should be enough
to revitalize ourselves. He has resorted to ethnic cleansing
and expansion. Inspired by Hindu Supremacist Savarkar,
he is obsessed with territorial expansionist ambitions based
on RSS version of history, irrespective of existing ground
realities, just like the Zionists blind pursuit of expansion,
supported by West.

On May 28, 2023, which happens to be birthday of late
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, architect of Hindutva ideology,
and a proponent of Akhand Bharat, Modi inaugurated the new
parliament. A mural was also prominently displayed which
depicted on the north, parts of Afghanistan and Pakistan, BD
and Nepal on East, Sri Lanka on south and Bhutan on the
north, as part of Akhand Bharat. BJP’s ruling political party
is inspired by RSS and consider Vinayak Damodar Savarkar
as their ideologue, who died in 1966 at the age of 82 years. He
had a criminal record accused, for abetment of murder and
was arrested on March 13, 1910 in London. He spread venom
against Muslims, Christians, Dalits, etc.

While addressing a session of All India Muslim on March
22, 1940, Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah reminded
them of a letter written in 1924 by a Hindu nationalist
Lala Lajpat Rai from Punjab to C R Das a Bengali Hindu
nationalist, that Hindus and Muslims were two separate
nations and could not coexist. RSS was formally created in
1925. It was Mr. Gandhi who believed that India should be
a secular democracy. The Indian National Congress Party
adopted Gandhi Jees philosophy. However, the seeds of
hatred, sown by RSS seem to have prevailed in India under
Modi.

(Malik Tarig Ali —Pakistan Observer, April 29, 2024)
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bnbridled Hindutva

" ) 7 ith India’s general elections underway,
incumbent PM Modi has a warning for
Indian voters who might be thinking

of voting him out. The opposition, Modi claims,
will give their wealth to “infiltrators”. Specifically,
he says, the opposition Congress party wants to
redistribute wealth among “those who have many
children”. “Should your hard-earned money be
given to infiltrators?” asked the incumbent PM to
a cheering crowd during a rally in Rajasthan. Is
there any point in sticking to a dog-whistle when
the whole world knows whom you are referring to
and what you are really trying to say? Would not

keeping up the obvious pretence involve crossing
some red line that has not already been crossed?
And this is the real lesson here. BJP’s anti-Muslim
rhetoric has become so commonplace and is so
frequently backed by anti-Muslim violence and
discrimination, that most have arguably become
numb to this sort of talk.

Outside of those in NGOs, parties, activist
organizations and others whose job includes
responding to and calling out hateful rhetoric, this
latest anti-Muslim diatribe will not turn many
heads. And why should it? The man uttering it
allegedly helped facilitate an anti-Muslim pogrom

More ‘Moditva

he impressive logistics of India’s national

I elections inspire considerable international

coverage. This year, the process initiated

will culminate at the start of June, and the potential

electorate includes around a tenth of humanity.

In a few cases, election officials trudge for miles

through hostile terrain to gather a handful of votes,
sometimes just one or two.

Such demonstrations of devotion to democracy
are indeed exceptional, even though their
contribution to what ultimately counts — the result —
may well be negligible. What is arguably even more
remarkable is the extent to which the ruling BJP has
gone to trample down on challengers ranging from
the Congress to the currently imprisoned Arvind
Kejrival’s Aam Aadmi Party.

Such actions betray a lack of confidence in
achieving the declared goal of ‘ab ki baar char sau
paar’ — the aim of winning more than 400 seats in
the 543-strong Lok Sabha this time, a super-majority
that could allow the Sangh Parivar to formally
replace the liberal/ secular/ socialist elements of the
Ambedkar-drafted constitution with the ideas of
Savarkar, Hedgewar and Golwalkar.

The Hindu Mahasabha and the RSS bear
testimony to the fact that the concept of Hindutva
is hardly a novelty. It might be an exaggeration to

claim that it lay dormant during the initial decades
of independence, but it went mainstream only in
the past three decades or so. Key signposts range
from the rath yatra led by Lal Krishna Advani and
the consequent demolition of the Babri mosque
in Ayodhya to the Godhra incident and the anti-
Muslim pogroms in Gujarat in 2002. The state’s
chief minister was considered to be complicit in
the horrendous bloodletting, and was subsequently
barred from travelling to several countries,
including the US.

The barriers fell away when he (Modi) became
prime minister a dozen years later. Today, he
is valued by the West as the leader of a nation
that is construed as a bulwark against China. His
government can get away with pursuing pointless
vendettas against Sikh proponents of Khalistan in
Canada, the US, Britain and Australia, once the initial
hoo-ha recedes. And there is precious little Pakistan
can do about assassinations on its territory, which
the Indian leadership was happy to boast about once
the allegations had been publicized. It hardly comes
as a surprise that the personnel involved with such
operations were impressed by Mossad’s activities
and the Saudi evisceration of Jamal Khashoggi.

It’s the domestic sphere, though, that is more
worrying. The days when India could be perceived
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that left over two thousand dead back when he
was chief minister of Gujarat in 2002. He is likely
cruise to a third run as prime minister despite
or even because of such comments once these
elections are over. Why is the man not in jail, one
may ask? And this is the rub.

CM Modi got oft scot-free and became PM
and other alleged partners in crime have been
exonerated or been bailed. Once in power, [I0JK
(the only Muslim-majority area under Indian
control) was illegally annexed and attempts made
to make its Muslims a minority, a Citizenship
Amendments Act was passed in 2019 that favors
Hindus while excluding Muslims, discriminatory
anti-conversion laws were made and cow
vigilantes ran amok targeting and lynching
innocent Muslims.

Throughout it all, the courts and much of the
rest of official Indian society have either been
spectators at best or facilitators at worst. Apart
from a steady stream of condemnations, delivered

as an exemplar of democracy in the Global South are
long gone. It is not just BJP and the various longer-
standing purveyors of Hindutva that have irrigated
its bloodstreams which are to blame. The Congress,
lately reduced to a rump, and many of its current
allies in the INDIA coalition — the clumsily named
Indian National Development Inclusive Alliance —
are equally responsible for their failure to guide the
nation towards its tryst with a less alarming destiny.

Indira Gandhi’s Emergency nearly 50 years ago
justifiably inspired a great deal of opposition. She
suffered the consequences, and returned to power
by democratic means. She was assassinated by
Sikh bodyguards whom she had refused to sack
after the misguided military assault on the Golden
Temple. The remaining son who succeeded her was
assassinated by a Tamil suicide bomber following
India’s military intervention in Sri Lanka. The path
to globalization opened up under Manmohan Singh,
and its consequences played into the opposition’s
hands.

Modi had no intention, though, of undermining
neoliberalism under his watch. According to the
World Inequality Database, inequality “began
rising” after the early 1980s, “and has skyrocketed
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in an almost ritual fashion, Hindutva’s time in
power has been spent in cruise-control.

This is not to say that all Indian Hindus support
what is being done in their name, many even hate it.
However, Hindutva does not need great numbers
to stay in power. The BJP-led NDA coalition has
never won more than 40 percent of the vote, and
only won around 31 percent in the 2014 elections.

This is good enough in a country that is very
diverse but where Hindus form the majority in
most regions. Win even a plurality of them in each
constituency and you are in power. Once in power,
the only things stopping you are the courts and the
media. Sadly, in India’s case, these obstacles were
not as formidable as one would have hoped.

While the courts have watched as the
BJP government makes a mockery of basic,
constitutional rights, the media has often been a
cheerleader. Hindutva is well and truly unleashed.

(Editorial — The News, April 26, 2024)

since the early 2000s”. Wealth concentration, it
says, has been “particularly pronounced” since
2014. By 2022-23, the income share of the top Ipc
was “among the highest in the world”. As long as
the Adanis and Ambanis are happy to fund BJP, the
disparities in wealth will only grow. That helps to
explain why young middle-class Indians aspire to
the ‘donkey route’ to the US, and less well-endowed
workers seek dangerous jobs in Russia, Ukraine or
Israel.

An economic success story would not be
exporting so much labor. The impressive growth
figures, however, largely rely on what does not
trickle down. Far more alarming, mind you, are
fascistic tendencies that place India in similar
categories as Hungary, Italy and arguably Israel.

Sure, it could emerge from the hole into which
it has fallen — the south in general, and Kerala in
particular, has thus far resisted Modi’s purported
charms.

It may do so again, but it won’t be enough to
dislodge the PM, and five more years of Modi could
destroy the dreams to which India’s best minds
once aspired.

(Dawn, April 24, 2024)
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india’s descent intodictatorship

ALI TAHIR

and would finish on June 1, 2024 to elect the 543

members of the Lok Sabha. BJP is on ‘Mission
Takeover’: as explained by some politicians from the
BJP itself - win more than 400 seats and get constituent
authority to amend the constitution.

Just look at what’s going on: Arvind Kejriwal, the chief
minister of Delhi, remains in custody without any formal
conviction. Two of the three election commissioners were
selected based on Modi’s preference. The controversy
surrounding Electoral Bonds, deemed as one of the largest
scams in history, mysteriously vanished from media
coverage. Congress’ bank accounts have been subjected
to freezing. Opposition parties are not able to campaign.

Just before the 2024 elections, the Income Tax
Department levied major penalties on opposition parties.
Across India, opposition candidates are receiving notices
from both the Enforcement Directorate (ED) (the Indian
version of NAB) and the Income Tax department. Major
opposition parties cannot publish advertisements. Modi
has used laws like sedition and defamation to suppress
the voices against it.

The Aam Admi Party (AAP) is a prime target: for the
first time in Indian history post-independence, a chief
minister has been arrested while in power, without any
conviction. Earlier, Delhi’s Education Minister Manish
Sisodia, Delhi’s Health Minister Satyendra Jain and AAP’s
Member of Parliament Sanjay Singh were arrested and
all of them are still in jail. Sisodia has remained in custody
for over a year and Jain has remained incarcerated for the
last two years.

But why are all these leaders in jail and not on bail?
Think of Musharraf’'s NAB Ordinance or Modi’'s PMLA. In
2018 Modi made an amendment, changing the conditions
for bail, reversing the presumption of innocence in
matters of bail. The 2018 amendment also empowers ED,
and the result is uncanny.

Kejriwal was arrested by ED, based on the statements
of four people. One of them was Sarath Chandra Reddy,

General elections started in India on April 19, 2024

INTERNATIONAL

APRIL 09, 2024

a rich businessman. He was summoned by the ED and
arrested, but five days after his arrest, his company
Aurobindo Pharma donated INR 50 million to BJP through
electoral bonds. Subsequently, the ED granted him bail
and he became an approver in this case. His company
then made another donation of INR 250 million to BJP.

Perhaps the plan is simple; take over all institutions
including the media and break up parties, by freezing
accounts and arresting leaders. For instance, last year, a
strange defamation case was filed against Rahul Gandhi
on the accusation of defaming Modi’s surname; after
conviction he was disqualified from holding political
office.

Then the Indian Supreme Court stepped in, so
the government went on a different course and froze
Congress bank accounts, the IT department claiming that
Congress did not file its returns timely before the deadline.
Seemingly straight out of Ripley’s Believe it or Not. But
since this seems to be a reason meek in its substance, a
3l-year-old case against Congress is also on the deck and
the IT department has already issued a notice for INR 17
billion to the Congress Party.

The institutional takeover that I was referring to
includes the Election Commission. The Indian Election
Commission has three members. On March 9, 2024,
Election Commissioner Arun Goel resigned from his
post. Goel had tenure till November 2027 and he would
have become the CEC next year. It is said he had resigned
under pressure from Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar. The third post of election commissioner is already
vacant. The appointment of election commissioners takes
place by a committee of three people: the prime minister,
the leader of the opposition, and the chief justice of India
(D).

But only a few months ago, the government introduced
a new law and removed the CJI from the committee to
appoint the election commissioners. Instead, it will
include a union minister from the government, the prime
minister, and the leader of the opposition. This gave the
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government a two-thirds majority
and accordingly, two new election
commissioners were appointed. Yet
the leader of the opposition claimed
that he was given a list of 212 names
the night before the meeting and just
before the meeting, he was given the
short list of six names.

‘Mission Takeover’ also includes
the courts. Nobody would ever imagine
a high court judge in Pakistan resigning
before his tenure and joining a political
party, but Calcutta High Court Judge
Abhijit Gangopadhyay resigned from
his position and formally joined BJP,
admitting that he approached the BJP
before his resignation.

‘Mission Takeover’ also includes
social media; controlling it has become
a major pain for the Modi government.
Under the Broadcasting Services
Regulation Bill 2023 (yet to become an
Act), the government is trying to shut
down criticism on social media.

Under the rules, there is a broad
definition of broadcasting. People who
have a YouTube channel, Facebook
account, Instagram handle, or even
a WhatsApp channel, will all be
categorized as broadcasters. Every
broadcaster will have to register with
the government and the government
will have a Central Evaluation
Committee that has been bestowed
with a lot of powers.

Broadcasters can send only the
videos or messages that have been
approved by this committee. Indian
government will also have the
authority to seize any YouTuber’s
equipment without any prior notice.

Only time will tell if the BJP will
succeed in this mission and turn India
into a proper dictatorship, but it all
seems very probable. Nevertheless,
the pre-poll rigging is in full swing and
no institution seems powerful enough
to stop the tide.

INDIAN STATE TERRORISM
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Harassment of minorities, media

USrights report
on India cites
abuses in Manipur

he US State Department’s
I annual human  rights
assessment found
“significant” abuses in India’s
northeastern Manipur state last
year and attacks on minorities,
journalists and dissenting voices
in the rest of the country.

Manipur has seen fierce fighting
between its tribal Kuki-Zo and
majority Meitei populations after
a court order a year ago suggested
the Kuki’s minority privileges be
extended to the Meitei. More than
200 people have been killed.

The State Department report
said over 60,000 people were
displaced between May and
November in Manipur. There was
no immediate comment on the
report from the Indian embassy in

Washington.
In the rest of India, the US
State  Department  reported

“numerous instances” in which
the government and its allies
“allegedly pressured or harassed
media outlets critical of the
government”. For example, the
Income Tax Department searched
BBC’s offices in early 2023 after it
released a documentary critical of
Hindu nationalist Modi.

The Indian government said
at the time the search was not

vindictive. “Reporters Without
Borders|” ranked India at 161 out of
180 countries on its Press Freedom
Index in 2023, the country’s lowest
position ever.

The US assessment said
religious minorities in India
reported discrimination, including
calls for violence and the spread
of misinformation. Modi, who is
favored to win a record-equaling
third term in an election underway
until June 1, denies abuse of
minorities and says his policies
aim to benefit all Indians.

Human rights groups allege
that the climate has deteriorated
under Modi. They point to a rise
in hate speech, the revoking of
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu
& Kashmir’s special status, a
citizenship law that the UN calls
“fundamentally  discriminatory”
and the demolition of Muslim
properties in the name of removing
illegal construction.

While the US report hit on
themes similar to recent years,
political analysts say Washington
is restrained in its public criticism
of New Delhi because the US hopes
India will act as a counterweight to
an expansionist China.

(News Report — Dawn,
April 23, 2024)
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India’s election ploys

MAHEEN SHAFEEQ

ith the 18" Lok Sabha elections in India in full

\ ’s / swing, the country’s political parties have

relied on rigorous campaigning to expand

their voter bank. Prior to the last Lok Sabha elections

in 2019, BJP depended on sensational campaigning by

opting for a false flag operation in IIOQJK. In 2019, anti-

Pakistan rhetoric peaked in India, and the BJP cashed

it to influence the Indian public and secure their votes
overdramatically.

India used the backdrop of February 14, 2019, when
a convoy of the Indian Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) personnel was attacked in Pulwama, I10JK, and
the BJP leadership ordered so-called ‘surgical strikes’
inside Pakistan. In a revealing interview given to Karan
Thapar on April 14, 2023, the former governor of Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu & Kashmir, Satyapal Malik,
exposed that the attack on the CRPF was due to a series
of lapses and ignorance of the Indian government that
resulted in a lack of security on the route travelled
by the paramilitary forces. Without conducting any
investigation, the BJP government immediately pinned
the blame for the attack on CRPF on Pakistan and
announced a series of steps against Pakistan in the
diplomatic, political and trade arena.

On February 26, 2019, India claimed to have
conducted a so-called ‘surgical strike’ inside Pakistan’s
territory on what it called an alleged JeM training camp
in Balakot located in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The then
Indian foreign secretary, Vijay Gokhale, claimed that the
strike killed militants, including commanders to further
the sensationalism for the Indian voters.

However, the so called strike was termed as “a very
precise miss” by analysts who deeply studied it through
open-source satellite imagery. Pakistan Armed Forces’
spokesman then rejected the claims of casualties by India
and said that the “payload of hastily escaping Indians’
aircraft fell in open space” in a tweet on X with images of
damage to a tree and a crow. The violation of Pakistan’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity prompted Pakistan
to deliver an immediate and appropriate response to
India’s action. In the early hours of February 27, 2024,
under Operation Swift Retort, Pakistan Air Force
carried out six airstrikes at non-military targets in I[IOJK.

INTERNATIONAL

APRIL 21, 2024

During the operation, Pakistan Air Force depended on
JF-17 Thunder to down two Indian aircraft that violated
Pakistan’s territory. India refuted Pakistan’s claims of
shooting down the jets while Pakistan denied India’s
claim of the loss of an F-16 jet during the aerial encounter,
which was also refuted by the US Department of Defence
(DoD) officials who verified Pakistan’s inventory.

The pilot of the downed Indian MiG-21, Wing
Commander Abhinandan, was taken into custody
by Pakistan and treated with dignity and under
international law before being returned to India as a
peace gesture. However, failing to appreciate Pakistan’s
maturity, former Indian diplomat Ajay Bisaria penned
down a distorted version of this history in his recent
book arguing disingenuously that Pakistan returned the
pilot due to India’s aggressive posture and threats to
escalate tensions further.

These claims have been quashed by Pakistani
analysts, underlining that if Pakistan was apprehensive
about Indian aggression and escalation, it would have
not carried out Operation Swift Retort.

Contrary to India’s false narrative peddled in the
2019 Lok Sabha elections and in the following years, the
day (February 27, 2019) clearly belonged to Pakistan.
First, the Indian strikes in Balakot had miserably failed
and there was no independent verification of the ‘losses’
that India claimed to have inflicted.

Second, Operation Swift Retort demonstrated that
Pakistan held adequate defence capabilities as well as
the will to carry out defensive operations even against
military targets deep inside Indian-occupied territory in
broad daylight without the fear of consequences.

Third, as the day wore on, the captured Indian pilot
was confirmed to be in Pakistan’s custody.

Lastly, and most importantly, the Indian forces, in
the fog of war, shot down their own Mi-17 V5 helicopter
which killed seven people and also misfired a missile
that was intended for its own aircraft.

These series of events concluded that the disoriented
Indian forces were hardly in a position to demonstrate
firmness, undertake any decisive action, or pursue an
‘aggressive posture’ - as being claimed post-facto.
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Modi’s election gambit

South Asia. It has maintained tense relations with the

majority of its neighbors since gaining independence
in 1947. India’s challenges in building peaceful relations
with its South Asian neighbors range from the illegal
occupation of Jammu and Kashmir progressing into
its eventual annexation; economic blockades of Nepal;
border and water disputes with Bangladesh; and overt
meddling in Sri Lanka. Even with China, it is locked in a
conflict over Ladakh. Additionally, it has totally overrun
Bhutan’s sovereignty. Over time, India appears to have
established a pattern of antagonistic interactions with all
of its neighbors. The world is aware of the atrocities being
committed in occupied Kashmir and the Pulwama’s false-
flag operation — both under Modi’s watch.

As the election process starts, Modi has begun
utilising cunning strategies to boost his popularity. He
created a new narrative about Desh Rakhwali. A strange
dispute concerning incidents that occurred 50 years ago
is becoming a focal point of the Indian election campaign.
Modi and BJP have started criticising the main opposition
of the day for giving a small, uninhabited island to Sri
Lanka in 1974, right before voting, which is scheduled to
start in less than two weeks.

Katchatheevu, a small, deserted island in Sri Lanka,
situated in the Palak Strait, is only 1.9 sq-km in size and
resembles a strip. Sri Lanka and India are separated by
this little bay. It is situated southwest of Jaffna in Sri Lanka
and northwest of Rameswaram in Tamil Nadu, India.

Rich Indian Ocean fishing grounds envelop
Katchatheevu, which also houses a Catholic church that
draws yearly pilgrims from Sri Lanka and India. India,
in spite of the 8118 km long shoreline, is fantasizing the
ownership of this area over 285 acres.

Since the British era, Katchatheevu has bheen a
disputed area between Sri Lanka and India. Under the
terms of 1974 Indo-Sri Lankan Maritime Agreement, the
Congress administration led by Indira Gandhi consented
to give it to the Sri Lanka.

Katchatheevu was thus included into Sri Lanka. Post-
2009, the island’s security and patrols were made more
stringent. The island had minimal strategic significance 10
years ago, but in the recent 10 years, as China’s influence
over Sri Lanka has grown, the island’s geopolitical

India’s monopolistic tendencies affect every nation in

dimensions have shifted, making it a place of strategic
relevance for India.

And now with the elections, the debate over the 1974
island handover to Sri Lanka has turned heated. Speaking
at an election rally, Modi accused the opposition Congress
of “brutally” turning the island over to Sri Lanka. Congress
fired back, charging that Modi was acting in “desperation”
by raising “such a pointless matter” so close to the polls.

Modi criticised the late Indira Gandhi that too on the
floor of Lok Sabha. He is devising evil plans to maintain
Indian sway over the area. In a populist move before the
elections, Modi has started putting pressure on Sri Lanka
to hand back the control of Katchatheevu Island to India,
offering financial assistance to Sri Lanka in return.

However, the mutual agreement reached in 1974,
during the government of Indira Gandhi, states that Sri
Lanka is the rightful owner of the island. Modi is willing to
sink to whatever depths possible in order to win the vote.
In his campaign to establish hegemony in the area, Modi
is also using the chief minister of Tamil Nadu to exert
pressure on Sri Lanka

India wants to control the Palak Strait in order to put
direct pressure on Sri Lanka. This is akin to contesting
Sri Lanka’s sovereignty. Due to Modi’s unscrupulous
election-winning methods, Sri Lankan diplomacy is at
odds with India.

Under any conditions, no nation in South Asia
can tolerate India’s hegemonistic tendencies. Modi’s
unwarranted cunning diplomacy has consequently
turned Sri Lanka into a target.

Meanwhile, in another article written by Sajjad
Shaukat, it is said that Pakistan’s civil and military lead-
ers have repeatedly indicated that India is planning
another false flag operation against Pakistan in order
to divert attention from its internal issues and from the
failure of its external policy with the real aim of winning
the general elections in 2024. They have frequently stated
that Pakistan Armed Forces “are ready to respond to any
Indian aggression with full might.

(Rakhshanda Mehtab — The Express Tribune,
April 13, 2024)
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Uncovering India’s fraudulent
schemes & terrorism financing plots

has been flagged hy federal regulators and consumer
advocates as subject to fraud. It became popular
during the pandemic, with investors showing interest in
assets. Currently, the industry stands at $2.65 trillion.
It has been four years since FATF adopted a standard on
virtual assets (VA) and virtual asset service providers (VASP)
as per recommendations 15, R.15. Global implementation

Cryptocurrency, an unregulated investment domain,

of these regulations is relatively very low, and compliance
remains behind most other financial sectors. Based on 98
FATF mutual evaluations and follow-up reports since the
standards on VAs and VASPs were adopted, three-quarters
of jurisdictions are only partially or not compliant with the
FATF’s requirements.

India has emerged as the swiftest-growing crypto hub
worldwide as it holds the largest share of the global crypto

Which way is India headed?

of national elections. The results of the elections will

be announced on June 4, but the outcome is well
known. Modi will get another term in office which he has
held since 2015. His political organisation, the Bhartiya
Janata Party (BJP) will come in with an even larger
majority than it obtained in the elections of 2019 when
it won 303 seats in the Lok Sabha, the lower house of
the Indian parliament which has 543 seats. When Modi
completes his third term in 2029, he would have served
as India’s prime minister for 15 years. This would be the
longest tenure of any individual in Indian history. What
will Modi do with this unprecedented domination of the
Indian political system?

This is an important question not only for 1.5 billion
citizens of India, which now has the world’s largest
population, having overtaken China a few years ago. It
is an important question for several countries outside
India’s borders. Pakistan belongs to the latter group.
Modi and his political party have not made any secret
of their hostility towards their large, predominantly
Muslim neighbor. Of special concern is the way Modi
and the senior members of his government and political
organisation treat the country’s large Muslim population.
With 200 million people of Islamic faith who are India’s
citizens, the country has the third largest Muslim
population in the world, after Indonesia and Pakistan.

There are several Indian commentators writing about
their country from India who worry about what they call
India’s old bigotry. Among them is Siddhartha Deb, the

Iwrite this as India has begun the weeks-long process

author of “Twilight Prisoners: The Rise of the Hindu Right
and the Fall of India”. In an opinion piece contributed
to the April 19, 2024 issue of The New York Times, he
recalled the Ayodhya episode. “The sleepy pilgrimage city
of Ayodhya in northern India was once home to a grand
16™ century mosque, until it was illegally demolished
by a howling mob of Hindu militants in 1991,” he wrote.
“The site has been reinvented as the centerpiece of the
Hindu-chauvinist ‘new India’ promised by Modi. In 2020,
Modi went to Ayodhya to inaugurate the construction of
a three-story sandstone temple to the Hindu god Ram on
the site of the former mosque. He offered prayers to the
Ram idol and inserted an 88-pound silver brick as the
foundation stone.”

However, there is no conclusive evidence supporting
Hindu claims that Ram was a historical figure or that a
temple devoted to his memory stood there. The temple
was completed and inaugurated by Modi on January 22,
2023.

The temple’s inauguration day came four days before
January 26 that celebrated the adoption of India’s secular
constitution. Modi and his government have tinkered
with other dates to drive home the idea that India is a
Hindu country which should be called Bharat rather than
India. August 15, which before Modi came to power, was
celebrated as India’s Independence Day has been named
differently. Now, announced Modi, it would be Partition
Horrors Remembrance Day referring to the hundreds of
thousands of people of all religions who were killed as 14
million people moved in one direction or the other. That

48

MAY 2024



PRESS REVIEW

user count. Statista data showed the total number of crypto
users reached almost 269.10 million in 2024, expected to reach
around 328.80 by 2028 — of which roughly 30% hail from
India. Accordingly, revenue coming from cryptocurrency
is around $343.50 million in 2024 which will be increasing
around $467.20 million by 2028. As per the Chainalysis
Global Crypto Adoption Index report (2023), India is at the
top for adapting cryptocurrency.

With its economy India has a lot of issues regarding
human trafficking (India’s National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) reported over 6,500 human trafficking victims were
identified in the country during 2022, 60% of them women
and girls); drug users (as per NIH report, 62.5 million people
use alcohol, 8.75 million use cannabis, two million use
opiates, and 0.6 million use sedatives or hypnotics) and drug

movement was one of the largest in human history.

Continued Deb, in his write-up about the Hindu
idea of nationhood Modi was busy implementing:
“After a decade of rule by Modi and his Bhartiya Janata
Party, Hindu majority India maintains the facade of a
democracy and so far has avoided the overt features of a
theocracy. Yet as Ayodhya revealed, it has for all practical
purposes become a Hindu state. Adherence to this idea is
demanded from everyone, whether Hindu or not.”

Deb concluded his article with a warning: “Modi and
his party are giving India the Hindu utopia they have
promised, and in the clear light of the day, it amounts to
little more than a shiny, garish temple that is a monument
to majoritarian violence, surrounded by water-logged
streets, emaciated cattle and a people impoverished in
every way.”

That many among the Western leadership have
bought Modi’s idea of new India is reflected in the
space they are giving his country in the world they are
constructing that would keep China at a comfortable
distance. Pakistan should draw some comfort from the
fact that the rising China is one of its four neighbors. No
matter how hard the US and its Western allies try, China
cannot be contained by what they believe is a rising India.

Some among the western leadership may have
bought Modi’s idea that under his rule, India is on the
way to becoming a dominant world player. However,
there are many in India who believe that is not the case.
Deb is not the only Indian writing about his country with
considerable skepticism.

IfIndia is on the way to becoming a great world power,
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smuggling; gold smuggling (gold smuggling in India rose 33%
due to import duty hike reported by Times of India); NPOs
issues; and nuclear-related thefts.

Along with all these issues, VA scams are increasing
day by day which leads to money laundering and terrorism
financing. VA channels are very common in the circulation
of all these crimes. After demonetisation, cash dealings have
reduced in India, therefore it can be stated with confidence
that either the banking system is being used for the
settlement of these predicate crimes or virtual digital assets
is the settlement mode in all such crimes.

There has been a surge in cryptocurrency scams in India,
leading to significant financial losses for internet users. Over
the past few months, many individuals have lost thousands
and even lakhs of rupees due to such fraudulent activities.

most Indians would want to stay in their country and not
move on. There are many from India who are taking the
risk of entering the US illegally. There is a significant
number of Indians who cross into America through the
porous border with Mexico in search of better lives.

There are other sober analysts who are raising serious
doubts about the survival of the Indian political system
that the first generation of the country’s leadership
constructed in the days immediately following the
founding of the county on August 15, 1947. Among those
who have expressed caution about the way India’s future
is assessed is the British newsmagazine, The Economist,
that carried in its issue of April 2024 several articles
on the way it saw India on the eve of its months-long
national elections. It displayed considerable nervousness
about India’s future.

While the leadership in the West may have begun
to look at Modi and the country he leads as a way of
containing the growing influence in Asia of rising China,
that confidence is not shared by many Indians both living
inside the country as well as those who are members of
the large Indian diaspora.

Many Indians are now increasingly concerned
about what the British when they governed the large
Indian colony called their “Mussalman problem”. Modi
continues to pursue his divisive approach towards
representative politics in India. I will take up this subject
next week in this space.

(Shahid Javed Burki — The Express Tribune,
April 29, 2024)
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Victims commonly reported being contacted by scammers
via social media platforms like WhatsApp or Telegram,
where they were enticed with investment prospects.

In 2018, the GainBitcoin Ponzi scheme orchestrated
by businessman Amit Bhardwaj defrauded over 8,000
individuals, totalling INR 2,000 crore. Bhardwaj lured
investors with promises of high returns through a multi-
level marketing scam, offering an 18-month contract with a
guaranteed 10 per cent yield.

The Morris Coin Scam emerged in 2022, ensnaring over
900 investors with a counterfeit cryptocurrency scheme,
amounting to INR 1,200 crore.

The Karnataka Bitcoin Scandal unfolded in 2021, with
the Central Crime Branch seizing 31 Bitcoins worth INR 9
crore from a Bengaluru-based hacker. Additionally, STA
Token deceived over 20,000 individuals and amassed
INR 1,000 crore through fraudulent crypto investments.
The State Crime Branch uncovered this nationwide
cryptocurrency scam, accusing STA Token of unauthorised
money circulation and illegal multi-level marketing activities
without approval from the Reserve Bank of India. The
Economic Offences Wing confiscated accounts containing
suspicious cash deposits exceeding INR 15 crore.

Moreover, significant cryptocurrency scams have
surfaced, resulting in substantial losses for the public. The
Himachal Pradesh scam, for instance, saw approximately
$300 million (INR 2,500 crore) deceiving about 100,000
individuals, including 5,000 government officials and 1,000
police personnel. This highlights a widespread lack of
awareness among both the general public and official law
enforcement agencies.

The unregulated cryptocurrency environment in India
presents a risk of proliferation financing due to the absence
of proper regulations and oversight. This risk includes
potential money laundering and financing of illegal arms
trade, contributing to the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction.

[tis imperative for countries to promptly inform regulated
entities and regulators about any amendments in the
United Nations Security Council-designated lists. India has
several queries regarding this matter, including the reasons
behind historical delays in notifying regulated entities about
amendments in the 1718 committee sanctions list.

Additionally, ensuring the timely issuance of notifications
by regulatory authorities and the Financial Intelligence
Unit (FIU) following amendments in sanction lists is also
inadequate. Furthermore, the availability of a consolidated
list on the website of the FIU and regulatory authorities for

name screening and matching by regulated entities is crucial
for effective compliance and enforcement measures.
(Dr. Aneel Salman — The Express Tribune, April 07, 2024)

Modi’s Middle East strategy

Modi’s recent UAE-Qatar visits right before
the Indian general elections indicate India’s new
alignment. The inauguration of a grand Hindu
temple in UAE, a sweeping pardon from the Emir
of Qatar for eight retired Indian naval officers, and
the extension of the Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
deal from Qatar are the highlights of the Indian PM’s
visit stipulating that India is at the pinnacle of its
diplomatic prowess.

This recent visit marked Modi’s seventh trip to
the UAE since assuming office in 2014 to showcase
India’s evolving approach towards the Middle East
under the government of Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

Apart from the primary agenda of directly
engaging with and energising BJP’s voter base in the
region, the visit was also aimed at highlighting and
strengthening the strategic and economic partner-
ship which reflects India’s proactive engagement
with the Middle East. This could cause challenges
for Pakistan especially when the ties with the Middle
East are undergoing a less smooth phase.

India’s foreign policy in the Middle East has been
characterised by a careful balancing act, maintaining
cordial relations with both Israel and the Arab na-
tions.

India did not have that kind of sway in the region
before but since its departure from non-alignment,
it has been making alliances in both security and
economic domains through agreements like 12U2 (a
new quadrilateral arrangement aimed at deepening
economic cooperation among Israel, India, the
UAE and the United States), and the India Middle
East Europe Economic Corridor (IMEEC). These
developments signal India’s partnerships in the
region.

The inauguration of a Hindu temple in Abu Dhabi
following the official opening of the Ram Temple on
the site of a centuries-old mosque in Ayodhya paints
a bleak picture of realpolitik where principles and
morals are being sacrificed at the altar of history.

(Ramsha Shahid — The Nation, April 02, 2024)
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India’s Kashmir bogey

How is Modi losing Ladakh?

Kashmir by playing to the gallery. Coming up with

paranoid claims over Azad Jammu & Kashmir, New Delhi
has flagged the volatility in the region, as well as the need
for finding a permanent solution to the territorial contest
in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu & Kashmir. Apparently
under domestic pressure on the eve of general elections in
India, some of the bigwigs of the ruling BJP have lectured
from the pulpit to breed a campaign of hate and animosity
against Pakistan. This new tendency, however, is not
surprising as the pro-Hindutva party had always capitalised
on venom and furthering the sense of otherness. In doing
so, it believes in marginalising its fellow Muslim citizens,
and takes a dig at Islamabad and its principled stance over
IIOJK. It is, nonetheless, a constant that all Indian elections
have rallied over a foreign policy issue. Likewise, all political
parties in India, one way or the other, flag Pakistan and
garner a sizable vote bank by propagating the historical
perceptional divide. They all resolve to fix Pakistan if voted
into power and swear war-mongering when it comes to the
unresolved Kashmir dispute. Thus, there is nothing serious
to read between the lines for Pakistan, as the euphoria dies
down with the counting of the votes. This time around, the
incumbent foreign and interior ministers had gone a step
ahead in rhetoric to claim India’s right over AJK; in a bizarre
effort to sell the theory that Kashmiris are not happy while
being part of the statehood of Pakistan. While the BJP had
even resorted to a false-flag operation in Pulwama by flying
sorties against Pakistan during the previous elections, this
lecturing comes as a tangible threat.

India will be better advised to look at the broader picture
of congeniality and walk the extra steps to befriend Pakistan.
Resolving the dispute over Kashmir as per the wishes of
the locals, and fomenting a new era of geo-economics is
indispensable. The sooner the shift sets in, the better.

(Editorial — The Express Tribune, April 27, 2024)

India itself has somehow highlighted the dispute of

Losing Ladakh

Amidst the towering peaks and stark beauty of Ladakh,
the popular Indian film “3 Idiots” introduced many to
this serene landscape — a sharp contrast to its complex
geopolitical entanglements. Once part of the larger Jammu

and Kashmir region, Ladakh now stands as a Union
Territory, deeply enmeshed in the historical disputes that
draw in Pakistan and China. Ladakh is clamoring for more
autonomy. The region seeks special status under Article
371, Schedule 6 of the Indian Constitution, which would
grant it its own legislature and Public Service Commission
— essential steps towards genuine self-governance. Yet, the
central government in New Delhi appears hesitant, leaving
Ladakh’s plea for autonomy unanswered.

Under Modi and BJP, Ladakh’s political narrative
has been marred by controversies and mismanagement.
Modi’s divisive remarks, targeting Muslims as “infiltrators,”
resonate poorly in Ladakh, with its significant Shia Muslim
community. This rhetoric has not only deepened communal
divides but has also alienated many Ladakhis. BJP’s loss of
seats in the recent Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development
Council (LAHDC) elections from 18 to 15 underscores a
growing disenchantment among the Ladakhi electorate.
However, Ladakh presents a complex challenge for Modi,
particularly with his aspirations to secure victory in the
ongoing general elections. The votes of the people of Ladakh
are as crucial as those from any other state in India. It will be
intriguing to see how Modi manages to navigate his typically
anti-Muslim rhetoric in a region predominantly inhabited by
Muslims.

Understanding the challenges facing Ladakh and
identifying potential solutions might seem straightforward.
However, the governance issues in Ladakh largely stem
from its historical context as part of the extensive Jammu
and Kashmir region — a territory that many argue rightfully
belongs to Pakistan. By carving out substantial portions of
this disputed territory to create a separate Union Territory,
New Delhi may have found a constitutional workaround
that allows it to pursue its own agenda in Ladakh. Yet, this
approach is far from simple and opens a path laden with
deeper complexities that require careful examination.

Modi’s administration has frequently been criticized
for prioritizing geopolitical games over the pressing needs
of Ladakh’s people. Local issues like unchecked tourism
— which exacerbates water shortages and environmental
crises — are sidelined. Figures like Sonam Wangchuk have
voiced concerns that are largely ignored by the central
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authorities. Instead, the focus remains on enhancing
military infrastructure, disrupting the daily lives of the
local population and endangering the fragile ecosystem of
this border region.

The broader approach of New Delhi, especially
noticeable in the controversial abrogation of Article 370 in
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, signals a shift
towards more authoritarian governance styles. Endorsed
by the Indian Supreme Court, this policy has heightened
tensions within the region and risks transforming Ladakh
into a flashpoint in an already volatile subcontinent.

The repercussions of such militarization are grave,
particularly between India and its nuclear-armed
neighbors. The aggressive policies could potentially
escalate to full-scale conflict, akin to a spark that ignites
a wildfire. It’s crucial for New Delhi to consider pivoting
towards diplomatic engagements and de-escalation
strategies. A significant shift in Indian Foreign Affairs and
tactics emerged during the 2020-2021 period, echoing the
longstanding tensions from the 1962 conflict. In this recent
encounter, Indian and Chinese troops clashed, highlighting
ongoing disputes. Furthermore, China has vehemently
opposed legislative efforts aimed at transforming Ladakh
into a separate province, including efforts to ‘Indianize’ the
region, such as renaming local constituencies, which has
added to the geopolitical strain.

Despite the nationalist zeal promoted by Modi and
his Foreign Minister Dr. Jaishankar, it’s vital to recognize
that nationalism should not obscure the necessity for
sensible, inclusive policy reforms. Rather, it should drive
a reevaluation of governance, fostering policies that
genuinely consider the well-being of all regions under its
domain, including Ladakh.

Currently, New Delhi’s strategies in Ladakh are not just
flawed but unsustainable. A profound policy overhaul is
urgently needed, one that respects Ladakh’s unique cultural
and geopolitical sensitivities and promotes regional peace
and stability. The time for India to rethink its strategies
is now. Transitioning from aggressive military tactics
to a focus on building trust and cooperation is essential.
Amidst the fervor of his saffron revolution, Modi might
overlook this, but the unfolding situation in Ladakh and its
influence on Indian Foreign Policy could very well be the
BJP’s undoing — akin to Napoleon’s Waterloo. One does not
need to be a military expert, but it’s evident that coercive
measures on the borders of two nuclear-armed nations is a
dangerously flawed approach.

(Ehmud Sarwar — The Nation, April 27, 2024)

[IOJK converted
INnto open-air
prison: Mehbooba

eople’s Democratic Party (PDP) president Mehbooba
PMufti has said that Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu

and Kashmir (IIQJK) has been converted into an open-
air prison since August 5, 2019 when Article 370 was illegally
abrogated by the BJP government, adding there has been an
unending onslaught on the Kashmiris’ collective identity, land,
jobs and resources since that day. Mehbooba Mufti made the
remarks at a press conference in Srinagar while releasing the
party manifesto for the Indian parliamentary polls.

The PDP president, who is contesting from south Kashmir’s
[slamabad-Rajouri seat, said, “Since 2019, after the illegal
abrogation of Article 370, Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir has been converted into an open-air prison. There has
been an unending onslaught on our collective identity, land,
jobs, resources and infringement upon the very freedom to
speak”. She pledged to raise a voice against this onslaught in
the Indian parliament.

She said people, in the past five years, were being made
to believe that our collective disempowerment was our fait
accompli. “They [the BJP] are trying to enforce a sullen sense of
silence and defeat. Our voice is the only weapon to fight these
nefarious designs,” Mufti said. She said a slew of decisions were
taken thousands of kilometres away in Delhi on a daily basis
to disempower and dispossess the Kashmiris. “First starting
with drastic changes to State subject and land laws. It was
followed by outsourcing of our resources by gifting contracts to
outsiders, from sand to lithium. Even development projects are
handed over to non-locals,” she said.

Mehbooba Mulfti said hundreds of government employees
were fired on flimsy grounds. “Along with livelihoods, passports
too have been criminalised. Every recruitment scheme since
2019 stands tainted by murky scams. Thus, depriving our
hardworking aspirants of job opportunities,” Mufti said.

She said thousands of youngsters continue to languish
in jails in and outside IIOJK as undertrials. “The horticulture
sector which is the backbone of our economy has also borne
the brunt of a set of anti-trade measures taken such as removal
of tax barriers on imported apples and walnuts.”

(News Report — Pakistan Observer, April 24, 2024)
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What can Pakistan dofor Kashmir?'

ashmir is no ordinary dispute. It is about a
I{therritory, its people, and the dynamics of their
istory, culture, and aspirations for freedom.

And it is about the ethics of international politics.

The dispute affects and reflects the tensions
between the national identities, political ambitions,
and contrasting views of the history of the two
disputants - India and Pakistan.

In five years, Modi has expunged the above reality
by rewriting the script of the Kashmir tragedy. India
knew that the success of the Kashmir cause depended
on two factors - the strength of the insurgency and
Pakistan’s support to the Kashmir cause. It was not
just the Kashmiris that stood in India’s way, Pakistan
does too.

So the Indian strategy was to launch a campaign
of isolating and defaming Pakistan and to put it on
the defensive and make it off balance. The idea was
to marginalize it and force it to back away from
supporting the Kashmiris with a view to demoralizing
them as they would have no one to look up to for
support. And then unleash extreme repressive
measures to bludgeon them into submission.

The theme of the new Kashmir tragedy may have
been Hindutva inspired but its plot was built around
India’s rise and Pakistan’s international status in
recent decades. The power disparity and the widening
gap between the global standing of the two countries
enabled India to break loose from the gravitational
pull of the past India-Pakistan hyphenation. This
hyphenation had inclined the big powers to always
consider the two countries and their disputes
together. But that has all changed.

India is serving the West’s economic and strategic
interests. Pakistan is useful to the international
community as a partner but has also has become a
source of concern as the alleged host of extremist
organizations.

Taking advantage of the seat at the high table
and the West’s, especially America’s, concerns
about security, India went on to launch a campaign
of isolating and vilifying Pakistan by accusing it of
‘terrorism’ which became India’s code word for

<

\1,

attacking Pakistan’s Kashmir policy.

The Indian propaganda exaggerated the terrorist
threat and insinuated that it was aimed at the
destabilization of India in whose stability the West
had come to have a big stake because of its role in the
containment of China.

With these arguments India managed to dictate
its own view of Kashmir which the West, and even
Pakistan’s friends in the Gulf, accepted unreservedly
for their own reasons.

So Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
provided a perfect setting for Modi’s August 5, 2019
action. Rightly calculating that Pakistan would not
be able to mobilize any international support for the
Kashmir cause, the Indian prime minister with his
move stripped Pakistan of whatever locus standi it
had on the dispute. And confident that the West would
turn a blind eye he set the process of annexation in
motion beginning with maximum repression.

The repression continues. To quash any form of
resistance unbearable restrictions have been placed
on the freedom of expression and basic civil liberties.
A pervasive atmosphere of fear has been instilled
among the citizens of IIQJK to intimidate and coerce
them into unlawful assimilation. Consequences of
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dissent range from job suspension to incarceration
in distant Indian states. Media coverage is virtually
non-existent as journalists have been detained, and
media organizations subjected to raids.

The illegal occupation has seeped through every
aspect of life in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu
& Kashmir. Public school educators and officials
are coerced into displaying allegiance by posting
pictures with the Indian flag on national occasions
like Independence Day and Republic Day, sometimes
even being pressured to hoist the flag at their
residences. This practice is just one instance of the
myriad ways in which Kashmiris are subjected to
humiliation, being forced into actions that contradict
the spirit of Kashmiri resistance and promote pro-
Indian sentiments.

India’s state machinery, including intelligence
agencies, frequently employs tools such as the
Public Safety Act (PSA) and the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA) - both part of colonial
sedition laws - to quell any form of resistance and
instill a pervasive atmosphere of fear. People are
hesitant to even speak about their grievances, fearing
severe consequences ranging from job suspension to
incarceration in distant Indian states. This pattern
underscores India’s efforts to reinforce its authority
and perpetuate its occupation of the region.

Utilizing the rhetoric of ‘development’, the state
has embarked on initiatives such as establishing
‘smart cities’, alongside initiatives to resettle non-
Kashmiris and alter the demographic landscape.
This exemplifies the broader strategy of complete
assimilation of Kashmir into India.

Historically Kashmiris have contested Indian
repression through various means, including armed
resistance.

India feels it has found the solution to the Kashmir
‘problem’ without Pakistan’s help and is under no
obligation to give any concessions. Normalization if
it happens might ease tensions with India. It could
open up future possibilities of Pakistan calibrating
the level of economic engagement with transit rights
giving Islamabad some leverage regarding Kashmir.

(Touqir Hussain — The News, April 26, 2024)

Balancing
acts through
deceptive
diplomacy

4 I Yhe art and practice of managing relations
between countries through treaties, alliances
and talks in order to advance shared interests

and settle disputes amicably on a global scale is known
as international diplomacy. It encompasses the
strategies and tactics employed by states to navigate
complex geopolitical landscapes and advance their
foreign policy objectives.

Since the day of their independence, India
pursued different foreign policy agendas. This
difference became even more apparent when Russia
and India forged a strategic alliance that would last
for a long time. The repercussions of these diplomatic
manoeuvres were felt acutely, especially at critical
junctures like the Soviet-Afghan War in the 1980s,
when India sided decisively with Russia. But when
the geopolitical landscape changed and the US
started to surround China, India adjusted its strategic
calculus and became closer to the US.

The historic 2002 nuclear agreement known as the
123 Agreements for Peaceful Cooperation marked the
conclusion of this strategic realignment. However,
India has been accused of using different standards
because of its efforts to keep friendly ties with both
the United States and Russia. Recent circumstances,
in which India linked with providing arms to Ukraine
with rising tensions with Russia, serve as an example
of this. This striking of balance between two love
affairs has created complications for India forcing
her to rather resort to a dubious interplay of relations
with both countries.

Indian  Foreign = Minister =~ Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar conversations give the sense that India is
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still standing strongly behind Russia, as it has in the
past, but it is also carefully navigating its relationship
with the United States in order to forward its
strategic objectives.

It appears that these meetings might be a
diplomatic fagade, concealing a more nuanced
approach to international relations aimed at playing
a diplomatic gimmick with
both the United Statesand  mmPa'
Russia. When Jaishankar
met Russian authorities in
late 2023, he emphasised
the longstanding strategic
connections between the
two nations. In the midst
of the crisis in Ukraine,
Jaishankar tried to bring back summit talks and
uphold India’s circumspect position, striking a
balance between Russia and the West.

Even though it was a low-key visit, Jaishankar,
following his discussion with President Vladimir
Putin, hinted at the possibility of an India-Russia
summit in 2024. India’s position in the current issue
is made more complicated by recent BBC revelations
that expose the recruiting of Indian citizens to fight
with the Russian military in the battle against
Ukraine. Meanwhile, the Modi government’s growing
reliance on the US rather than its customary reliance
on Russia for armaments acquisition represents a
significant shift.

While Russia and India have long collaborated
on programs such as the Su-30MKI fighter jet and
BrahMos cruise missile, India’s strategic alliance
with the United States is becoming more significant.

In light of this, Russia has publicly expressed
concerns to New Delhi over the purported transit
of munitions manufactured in India to Ukraine via
Europe during the third quarter of the preceding
year.

The Economic Times said that reports originating
from both Russian and Ukrainian sources indicate
that Ukraine could have been the recipient of Indian
155mm artillery munitions. Observers have detected
the presence of ammunition and mortar rounds with
Indian provenance on Ukrainian battlefields, raising
doubts about India’s participation and involvement
in the worsening crisis despite India’s declared
neutrality in the conflict.

Since the day of their independence,
Pakistan and India have pursued
different foreign policy agendas

4

According to recent media reports, Germany
is allegedly in talks with India about supplying
and restocking ammunition and other military
hardware, and it has apparently exhausted its war
stocks meant for Ukraine.

The Indian government’s prompt denial of these
allegations, however, raises the possibility of a
covert intent. Furthermore,

serious concerns are
raised by India’s possible
mass export of these
weapons. The geopolitical
dynamics at play are

@, further complicated by
, , Russia’s recent reluctance

to provide India weapons,
which raises suspicions that India may be using
its own weapons against Russia. The paradoxical
nature of India is exposed by recent reports from the
Indian government that shows a significant number
of Indians are enlisting in Russia’s war against
Ukraine and fighting with Russian soldiers on the
front lines.

Mohammed Asfan (30) and Hemal Ashwinbhai
Mangukiya (23), two Indian citizens, have perished
in this conflict, according to confirmation from the
Indian Embassy in Moscow.

International reputable media’s possession of
complete transcripts of interviews of Indians fighting
against Ukraine further reinforces India’s dubious
diplomatic overtures.

The Bharatiya Janata Party’s boasts of a ‘Shining
India’ and economic advancement are called into
doubt by these findings, which also expose systematic
corruption and bureaucratic incompetence. India’s
circumspect stance on standing with superpowers
such as the US and Russia highlights the challenges
associated with managing geopolitical alliances.
India is an unstable partner because it is hesitant to
completely commit to either the US or Russia, even
if it sees the US pivot to Asia as a chance to push its
interests in the South China Sea.

These challenges highlight the necessity of
changes in order to protect the Indian citizens and
reaffirm New Dehli’s place in the international
community.

(Omay Aimen — The Express Tribune,
April 28, 2024)
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The escalating nature of threat

IMRAN MALIK

he global geostrategic environment is in
I a state of constant flux. Unrelenting Sino-
US rivalry has further exacerbated its
imperatives. Its ripple effects have engendered
intended or unintended effects on the strategic
balance in Asia generally and in the South Asian
region, specifically. Consequently, regional
countries are (re)positioning themselves and
alliances, coalitions, pacts, agreements, and
alignments are acquiring newer avatars and
starker dimensions. Asia is getting seriously
polarized.

While China faces a possible major effort
against it in the Pacific Ocean region, it is not
oblivious to a secondary or auxiliary effort coming
through India, across the LAC in the Himalayas.
However, South Asia has a third, quite formidable
player too - Pakistan. An extremely tenuous
trilateral strategic balance has persisted here
for many decades; it stands further vitiated now
because of this current Sino-US friction; India’s
clear alignment with the US against China and
Pakistan’s obvious tilt towards the latter. India
has fought wars with both China and Pakistan
over territorial disputes. The militaries of these
three antagonists sit eyeball to eyeball astride
hot, volatile borders or lines of control. Thus, an
existing clash of interests between the three of the
world’s most formidable militaries, nuclear and
missile powers, is becoming rapidly and radically
aggravated.

This trilateral strategic balance in South Asia
is unique, fragile and constantly evolving. It is
quite akin to a domino phenomenon, with one
relationship having serious effects on the other.
China needs to continuously enhance its allround
military prowess to ensure a viable strategic
balance with the US at the global and regional
levels. The resultant military capabilities that
China thus acquires could ostensibly be employed
against India, too. India is cognisant of this fact
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and extremely wary of its implications. Therefore,
it continuously scrambles to maintain a feasible
strategic balance with China. Furthermore, it
faces a fearful two-front war against China and
Pakistan and must simultaneously cater to a
brittle, imploding inner front in the larger Kashmir
region too.

Therefore, its military build-up must essentially
ensure practical strategic balance(s) with not only
China and Pakistan at the bilateral levels, but also,
in a worst-case scenario, of a possible joint China-
Pakistan threat!

Pakistan, on the other hand, is alert to India’s
burgeoning military build-up, ostensibly geared
against China. It is certain that these enhanced
military capacities will be used against it too.
It therefore strives continuously to strike a
pragmatic strategic balance with India. It is thus
inevitable that it always maintains the necessary
full spectrum deterrence capability. It must
make all military adventures by India militarily,
economically, politically, and diplomatically
unviable, unfeasible, and untenable!

The end result of trying to maintain a workable
trilateral strategic balance, under the overhang of
a bristling Sino-US antagonism, is a maddening
arms race in the South Asian region. This has
acquired alarming proportions as newer, deadlier
military technologies are increasing the accuracy,
lethality, and ferocity of modern weapon systems.
These new military technologies have had a direct
impact on the nature of threats/wars that countries
can now project. The nature of the threat is thus
changing. The battle space too has changed. It
has acquired an even larger spectrum; graduating
from just the traditional land, air, and sea domains
to include space, cyber, and electromagnetic
domains as well.

Another revolution in military affairs seems
to be on its way in. This is the age of artificial
intelligence, quantum computing, autonomous and
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space-based weapon systems, C4ISR capabilities,
GPS, nuclear-tipped missiles with a myriad of
delivery systems like the MIRV etc., hypersonic
and glide weapon systems, cyber and information
warfare, UAVs, hi-tech aircraft, tanks, surface and
subsurface naval assets, an array of missiles that
dominate the battle space in a variety of lethal
ways, more capable aircraft carrier groups and
so on and so forth. The rapid rate of change in
the evolution of new technologies is ominous. It
is directly changing the nature of the threat and
the subsequent war. This has been manifested by
the even more destructive capabilities acquired
by militaries globally and especially in South Asia.
China, India, and Pakistan claim operationally
viable nuclear triads. They are increasingly
introducing deadly nuclear and conventional
weapon systems at the strategic, operational,
and tactical levels. Ominously, hi-tech weapon
systems are now threatening to overwhelm the
battle space in South Asia as well!

India is scrambling to acquire further emerging
technologies. The US has smartly mustered it to
its ranks against China. It is exploiting India’s
compulsive  Hindutva-inspired hubris and
megalomania to its own advantage. It, (Russia,
France, the UK, and Israel, too), is arming it with
all the new military technologies that it seeks.
India is investing massively in improving its
domestic defence production capacities too.

These technologies will have a direct,
concomitant impact on Indian military doctrines
(Cold Start Doctrine, for example,) which must
undergo a compatible change. That will cause
suitable changes in the Indian military’s plans at
the strategic, operational, and tactical levels. Thus,
the nature of the threat (and war) from India is
already undergoing a massive paradigm shift.

It threatens to be more destructive, varied,
multidomain, multidimensional, hi-tech, and
relentless. It is politically backed by a vicious RSS-
motivated, Hindutva-inspired BJP government
which thrives on blatantly anti-Pakistan and anti-
Muslim agendas. All this translates into a quantum
jump in the quality and variety of threat(s) that
India will henceforth be able to generate against
Pakistan!

Has Pakistan

recognized this emerging

4

dimension of enhanced threat(s) from India? Is
it positioning itself well to meet the newer, more
destructive technologies/challenges? Does it have
the economic wherewithal to prepare itself for
such an imposing threat? Will the threat from
India come in tandem with subtle or not-so-subtle
moves, pressures, and coercive diplomacy by the
powers that be and the IFIs?

India’s strong economy readily supports
the BJP government’s frantic undertakings to
enhance its military prowess. The intention is to
deter China and Pakistan and remain relevant and
inevitable to the larger Sino-US confrontation in
the Indo-Pacific region. It is feverishly seeking the
latest military technologies in the conventional
and nuclear dimensions too. A more than obliging
West is willingly providing the sought-after
advanced weapon systems and the transfer of
military technologies. India’s military capacities
and capabilities are thus clearly on the rise. Its
military is undergoing a potential transformation
into a relatively modern, much more dynamic, hi-
tech and potent fighting machine.

Pakistan’s economy, on the other hand, is in the
doldrums with scant chances of a quick, strong,
and vibrant recovery. It will struggle to fund any
massive expansions in its Armed Forces, induct
new, modern advanced weapon systems and/or
the latest military technologies, carry out cutting-
edge research thereof or effectively modernize the
existing weapon systems it is holding. Pakistan
does not need to match India’s weapon system
for weapon system or get into an unaffordable
arms race either. Pakistan is wary of the rising
numerical and technological superiority in
conventional forces that India holds and threatens
to expand further.

Pakistan’s options, within the current resource
constraints, are grossly limited. However,
maintaining an effective full-spectrum deterrence
and a viable strategic balance with India has
become exceedingly more critical, cardinal,
and key to Pakistan’s survival as a sovereign,
independent, self-respecting country. Could
maintaining the strategic balance acquire different
strategic connotations altogether? The emerging
strategic environment in the South Asian region
compels Pakistan to start relying on the efficacy
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and deterrent powers of its strategic/nuclear forces
even more. This subtle paradigm shift is becoming
absolutely inevitable as India continues to enhance
its military capacities. Is there a case for Pakistan’s
nuclear strategy to become the more dominant one
vis-a-vis the land, air, and maritime strategies?
Could Pakistan start banking on its nuclear assets as
the primary instrument of maintaining the strategic
balance?

This then brings into even more strident focus
- the inevitability of a full spectrum deterrence
capability for Pakistan. It also highlights the need for
a viable, effective, and potent nuclear triad (especially
submarine- borne nuclear missiles) and an assured
second-strike capability. This then brings out the vital
importance and inevitability of Pakistan’s nuclear
assets for its security, sovereignty, independence, and
territorial integrity. The nuclear assets thus emerge as
the “equalisers” - they portend to even out/equalize
the odds for Pakistan.

Simultaneously, Pakistan’s Armed Forces must
undertake other steps too to mitigate the emerging
disadvantage that they might face. Within the given
constraints they must continue efforts to acquire/
develop the necessary military technologies. China and
Turkey are proven partners in this respect. We have a
very strong, dynamic, technically qualified youth who
can be suitably employed for such purposes as well.
A national policy to that end might be necessary. The
Armed Forces could also go in for force multipliers.
The quality of manpower inductions in the Armed
Forces must improve drastically.

Gradually, the majority of inductions at the
officer and soldier levels must be science students.
All academies, schools of instruction, staff, and war
colleges must (re)introduce military and general
science subjects which should be an integral part of
the promotion/entrance examinations.

So, in the final analysis, if the nature of the threat
keeps escalating, then Pakistan’s response to it must
also evolve correspondingly.

The quantum and quality of the threat must be
met fully and more by Pakistan’s countermeasures.
Pakistan must resort to all possible means to make
its sovereignty, territorial integrity, and independence
absolutely unimpeachable.

Addressing
Pakistan’s
internal and
external
challenges

ations draw strength from cooperating
‘ \‘ with neighboring countries, by promoting

trade and integrating economies and
pursuing common foreign policy goals. It is easier
to strengthen bonds if countries have the same or
similar political system. Even if that is not the case,
common strategic interests make nations work
together to enhance their economic opportunities
and political influence.

Pakistan has not been fortunate in achieving
these goals. On the contrary, its relations with India,
its immediate neighbor, are inimical. Its relations
with Afghanistan, despite years of support and
involvement, remain strained and both countries
are unable to draw the full potential benefit in
specific areas of security and boosting transit and
mutual trade. The causalities occurring on the
western Pakistan-Afghan border should be a source
of serious concern. These are also a reflection of the
insensitivity of the Afghan government. It is failing
to take appropriate measures to disable hostile
terrorist groups, especially TTP, that are operating
freely from its territory. Adverse security situation
is affecting trade and travel that has economic
consequences and has the potential of damaging
relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan.

While India goes through its national and state
elections this year, there is no likelihood of the
Pakistan-India relations getting any better. In Uttar
Pradesh and Punjab, Modi may step up its tirade
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against Pakistan to whip up emotions and use it for
increasing his party’s vote bank. The scars of illegally
demolishing a grand 16" century mosque by a rowdy
mob of Hindu fanatics in 1992 continue to haunt the
Muslims. On the contrary, in Pakistan an anti-Indian
campaign does not influence the voting trends in any
significant way.

We can, however, take comfort from having strong
economic, strategic and defence-oriented relationship
with China. We have not fully benefited or maximized
the relationship, and the weakness essentially is on
our part. One of the major landmarks of the Pakistan-
China relations is CPEC that remains under-utilized.
Apart from improving the security of the corridor we
need to expand the range of our products and ensure
their quality that meet international standards. As
Finance Minister Aurangzeb and other economists
are pointing out that we need to implement reforms
in right earnest, this will also help in overcoming our
persistent debt crisis. Living on borrowed money can
take us that far and only provides temporary relief but
is not a solution.

Of late, the US has been showing interest in
improving its relations with Pakistan. Its present
focus is in enhancing trade and tourism. Moreover, it
is opening up opportunities for Pakistani students in
American universities and willing to provide support in
the health sector. Clearly, the US is the most attractive
destination for higher education, especially in sciences,
medicine, engineering and information technology.
Lately, the US has been restricting admission of
Chinese students in subjects that it considers will
contribute to enhancing its defence, economic and
strategic capabilities. Chinese students have also
sought admission to European universities but are
facing similar restrictions.

These impediments have led China to build
capabilities in its own universities by also utilizing those
Chinese who have foreign training and experience. In
fact, China has already set up several research centres
and is endeavoring to stay abreast of technological
developments. China has also been cooperating with
Russia in several critical fields of defence and space.

Pakistani students in large numbers are attending
Chinese universities. Language is a barrier but
simultaneous translation in English does help.

Drawing lessons from our own experience and
those of other countries, Pakistan apart from building
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its own capabilities should assimilate new technologies
and manufacturing systems. For building indigenous
capability we have to considerably improve our
education system with a strong bias in science and
engineering. We should also focus on setting up
industrial and technology centres that are compatible
with present requirements. This will require long-term
planning and implementation and a broad consensus
among major political parties and the military
leadership. The present and past governments have
not given sufficient attention to these priority areas
further slowing down progress and increasing the
burden of poverty on our people. If the leadership of
major political parties is not even on talking terms with
each other and parliament is partly dysfunctional, how
can it be expected that a consensus will be developed
with the opposition on these critical issues?

All these weaknesses indicate how Pakistan as a
country and its people are suffering due to political
infighting and a lax culture while the world and
countries even in South Asia are moving ahead.

How can Pakistan correct course and what means
be available to it for bringing about the change? Is the
civil society in a position to lead a sustained movement
for change? Lately, protests have taken place by
political parties and civil society raising specific issues
but no internal measures or mass movement has taken
place to correct politics and economy on the right lines.

In this complex scenario the onus of correcting
course and stabilising the country primarily rests with
the party in power. The fighting between major political
parties is another barrier and makes it difficult for the
parliament and the government to function efficiently.
In any case with such diverse interests, reconciliation
and finding a common course by major political parties
to put the country on the path of stability and progress
will not be easy.

The visit of the Iranian President to Pakistan augurs
well but requires deft handling in view of the multiple
sanctions that the US has imposed on countries
engaging with Iran. India has brazenly defied US
directives and consummated major oil deal with Iran.

Pakistan too will have to honor its commitment with
Iran to construct Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline despite the
US threat of sanctions amid fears of potential $18 billion
penalty for failing to complete the project on time.

(Talat Masood — The Express Tribune,
April 24, 2024)
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Rmerica’s Asiaexcludes Pakistan

SHAHID JAVED BURKI

iven the way the global system is being
Grestructured, a considerable amount of attention is

being given to the two regions that are physically
at a great distance: Western Europe on the one side and
eastern and southern Asia on the other. The main point is
the way Pakistan, Asia’s fourth largest country in terms
of the size of its population, is being ignored by the major
centres of global power. Both Europe and parts of Asia
are being looked at carefully and studied by the world’s
two great powers, the United States and China. This has
happened because of the Russian invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022. The focus on the eastern and southern
parts of the Asian continent is the result of the growing
tensions between China and the United States.

For American President Joe Biden, Asia begins in New
Delhi and ends in Tokyo. This definition of the continent
was also the case with the administrations that preceded
him in Washington. Afghanistan, the country with which
the United States was engaged for two decades, is a case
apart. Afghanistan is treated as an extension of the Middle
East. If these definitions are correct, Pakistan does not
figure in Washington’s thinking.

There are several reasons why India has drawn
closer to the United States. The first is the growing
influence of the Indian diaspora in American politics as
well as economics. Several large American companies
are now headed by people of Indian origin, and some
occupy important policy-making positions in the Biden
administration. The latest President of the World Bank
is a Sikh of Indian descent as is the institution’s Chief
Economist. The second reason is the belief that India
could counter China’s growing influence not only in Asia
but in places beyond the continent. The arrangement
known as Quad - the name given by a former Japanese
prime minister -- includes in addition to his county, the
United States, India and Australia. The third reason is the
interest corporate America has in the large growing Indian
market. The Economist, the British news magazine,
wrote a cover story on India titled ‘India’s moment: Will
Modi blow it?” “For India to grow 7% or 8% for years to
come would be momentous,” wrote the magazine. “It
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would lift huge numbers of people out of poverty. It would
generate a vast new market and manufacturing base for
global business, and it would change the global balance
of power by creating a bigger challenge to China in Asia.
Fate, inheritance, and pragmatic decisions have created
a new opportunity in the next decade. It is India’s and
Modi’s to squander.”

The magazine’s positive and enthusiastic endorsement
of India’s rosy future came with a caveat based on “bigger
than usual spate of nasty clashes that broke out across
a swathe of central India during this spring’s festival
season. However, BJP officials made scant efforts to calm
things. Instead, they loudly invoked the right of Hindus to
practice their faith.”

There is no doubt that India under Modi is heading
towards a clash of religions and civilizations. That
development does not seem to have bothered Washington.
Even though Biden did not include India in his Asian
visit, he met Modi in Tokyo when he reassembled the
Quad countries to discuss how the United States was
approaching the large continent. A Quad summit had
been held in Washington soon after President Joe Biden
took office.

President Biden began his two-country, five-day
visit to Asia by stopping first in Seoul on May 20, 2022.
Speaking at a site operated by Samsung, Biden said that
the visit to the factory was “an auspicious start to my visit,
because it is emblematic of the future cooperation and
innovation that our nations can and must build together.”

He noted that Samsung would invest $17 billion to
build a similar plant in Taylor, in the state of Texas. The
plant would employ 3,000 people. President Biden has
seized on global supply chain problems to urge Congress
to pass legislation that would provide $52 billion in grants
and subsidies for semiconductor makers and $45 hillion
in grants and loans to support supply chain resilience and
American manufacturing.

The legislation was one of the few notable bipartisan
bills to clear Congress. “So much of the future of the world
is going to be written here in the Indo-Pacific for the next
several decades,” Biden said in his speech at the Samsung
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plant. “The decisions we make today will
have far-reaching impacts on the world.”

The details of the new approach were
revealed on May 23 in Tokyo. It sought
to bring together many of the same
countries that had joined the United
States in the Obama initiative, the Trans-
Pacific Partnership from which the
President withdrew the United States but
it was without the market access or tariff
reductions that were central to the Obama
approach.

The new framework is not a traditional
free trade agreement. It is instead an
architecture for negotiations to address
four major areas of interest to the United
States and the Americans believe also for
Asian nations.

These are: supply chains that bind
the global industrial structure; the digital
economy; clean energy transformation;
and investments in infrastructure.

In a conversation with the press on Air
Force One as he was travelling with the
President, Jake Sullivan, President Biden’s
National Security Adviser, said it would be
a “big deal” and be a “significant milestone
for American relations with Asia. I think
this is going to be the new model of
economic arrangements that will set the
terms and rules for trade and technology
and supply chains for the 21% century.”

The Financial Times reported that the
administration had diluted the language
of the organizing statement to encourage
more countries to join. Some countries
were concerned that Washington will
impose labor and environmental standards
on them without the trade-offs of better
trading terms because of the liberal
opposition within Biden’s party.

Rahm Emmanuel, the United States
ambassador in Japan, explained that the
United States “has an interest in saying
that we are still playing in the Pacific and
China has an interest in saying that the US
is on its way out.” However, Pakistan does
not figure in any of these arrangements.

Hypocrisy over
Pak BMD system

Pakistan

OBSERVER
APRIL 25, 2024

SYED QAMAR AFZAL RIZVI

Pakistan nuclear program with a jaundiced eye. The US Department

of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) has
imposed sanctions (albeit without any concrete evidence) on four entities
— one the Belarus-based company and other three, the China-based
companies — for their alleged involvement in supplying “missile-applicable
items” to Pakistan’s ballistic missile program thereby pointing that the
sanctions move is not intended to punish but to bring about a “change
in behavior.” For Pakistan, the US move is politically biased and legally
hypocritical simply because Pakistan has been a victim of US policy of
double standard in South Asia.

In a statement issued in Washington, the US State Department claimed
that the entities — three Chinese and one from Belarus — were particularly
assisting Pakistan’s long-range missile endeavors. “The Department of State
is designating four entities pursuant to Section 1(a) (ii) of Executive Order
13382”. The four alleged suppliers are: Belarus-based Minsk Wheel Tractor
Plant; PRC)-based Xi'an Longde Technology Development Company
Limited; PRC-based Tianjin Creative Source International Trade Co Ltd;
and PRC-based Granpect Company Limited.

Pakistan “rejects political use of export controls”. In response to the
American allegations, a statement by Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said, “Such listings of commercial entities have taken place in the past as
well on allegations of links to Pakistan’s ballistic missile program without
sharing any evidence whatsoever.”...the same jurisdictions” claiming “strict
adherence” to the non-proliferation of weapons and military technologies
would sometimes make exceptions “for some countries” and have even
waived licensing requirements to help them obtain advanced military
equipment”, the statement added.

The Chinese Foreign Affairs Ministry spokesperson, Mao Ning, on April
20 categorically opposed the US accusations in the arms control report
by holding that China was fully committed to its international obligations,
instead of pointing fingers at China, the US should assess its own record,
which is contradictory to global nuclear disarmament goals.

The US nuclear hypocrisy is well-evident in South Asia: In 2008, some
NSG members chartered grave reservations — about the US grant of unjust
waiver to India, believing it would undermine the non-proliferation regime
— as some of the NSG members were worried that India’s nuclear arsenal

P ] eedless to say, it has been a chronic American attitude to view the
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will be replenished. Notwithstanding the fact that the NSG-
stipulated guidelines prohibit commercial nuclear activities
with anon-NPT state, the 2008 clean waiver was approved
by the NSG. Rather, the deal unjustifiably foreshadowed
India’s status as a quasi- de jure nuclear state in South
Asia.

India exploits the NSG waiver: Time proved that in the
pretext of the US-India nuclear deal (signed in October,
2008 and subsequently amplified during President
Obama‘s visits to India in 2010 and 2015 respectively),
India accelerated its nuclear weaponization program.
Moreover, the deal also provided a cushion to India to get
entry into multilateral nuclear arrangements, including
the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) in 2016,
the Wassenaar Agreement (WA) in 2017 and the Australia
Group (AG) in 2018.

India’s MIRV BMD undermines South Asian strategic
stability: Needless to say, strategic stability in South Asia is
embroiled with technological arms race.

On March 11, 2024, India tested its Agni-v MIRV.

Nonetheless, India’s entry into Missile Technology Control
Regime, MTCR (a political agreement between 35 member
states) drastically affects strategic balance in South Asia.
Actually, after acquiring MTCR membership in 2016,
New Delhi accelerated its missile and space programs,
thereby having an easier access to advanced technologies
of ballistic, supersonic and hypersonic missile systems,
including Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) like Global
Hawk and Predator. Still, questions must be raised about
India’s commitment to the export control regime.
Paradoxically, in recent years, owing to its dangerous
breaches of nuclear safety and security, India has emerged
as an irresponsible nuclear South Asian state - profoundly
endorsed by India’s scowling operational failure of a
BrahMos missile launch into the Pakistani territory
on March 9, 2022. But in contrast to its nuclear non-
proliferation obligations, India is cultivating the benefit
to export nuclear arms. India delivered first batch of the
BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles to the Philippines on
Friday (April 19), as part of a $375 million deal signed by

Cost of sanctions AMA KA

commercial entities allegedly having links to

Pakistan’s ballistic missile program stems from
worries about the spread of ballistic missile technology,
which may undermine regional security equilibriums
and fuel the spread of armaments.

It seems Iran is taking a toll on the current US
administration. Let’s not forget that Iran got its first
ballistic missile in the 1980s during the Iran-Iraq war.
Pakistan’s first domestically developed ballistic missile
is the Hatf-I, also known as the ‘Babur’ - developed and
introduced into service in 1999. A complex and difficult
policy environment seems to be highlighted by the
US’ recent application of sanctions on Pakistan due to
worries about the proliferation of ballistic missiles in
the context of Iran. Although the US seeks to counter
the spread of ballistic missile technology, the efficacy of
these efforts can be questioned in light of the fact that
Pakistan and Iran also have ballistic missile programs.
Furthermore, a number of other nations across the
globe also have comparable capacities. So such targeted
sanctions may only be a limited means of the US
accomplishing some desired outcomes.

Furthermore, the imposition of sanctions risks

The imposition of sanctions by the US against

exacerbating diplomatic relations with Pakistan, a key
player in regional stability efforts, potentially driving
it closer to Iran and further complicating the situation.
The strategic calculus behind these sanctions reflects
broader geopolitical tensions and the intricate web
of relationships in the region. Despite efforts to deter
proliferation, the interconnectedness of the global arms
trade and technological diffusion poses significant
challenges to unilateral measures. In such a case, these
sanctions look quite feeble.

Pakistan’s pursuit of an independent foreign policy
marks a significant and sensible step in the global
arena. Embracing autonomy in foreign relations allows
Pakistan to assert its sovereignty and pursue policies
that align with its national interests while fostering
peace and stability in the region. By diversifying its
diplomatic engagements and maintaining constructive
relationships with various countries, including Iran,
Pakistan contributes to a more balanced and inclusive
international order.

The US imposition of sanctions on Pakistan,
specifically with regard to the proliferation of ballistic
missiles amid relations with Iran, may be interpreted
as a sign of flimsy geopolitical maneuvering. Such
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the two countries in 2022, news agency ANI reported. Modi
also referenced it in an election rally in Madhya Pradesh,
saying, “Bharat is acquiring the image of an arms exporter.”
Strategic imperatives of Pak MIRV-Missile Programs
for the development of such MIRV capable missiles by
Pakistan, it is Islamabad’s strategic response to threat
perceptions emerged and entailed by India’s efforts to
develop and expand its ballistic missile defence (BMD)
program in that Islamabad apprehends that India’s
operationalization of its BMD systems on land and at
sea would significantly undermine Pakistan’s ability to
retaliate to an Indian first strike. Pakistan also worries
that the Indian BMD program — espoused by New Delhi’s
enhanced missile capabilities, “especially in terms of speed
and precision — is part of an Indian strategy to launch
counterforce strikes against Pakistan’s deterrent forces.”
Therefore, Pakistan took a proactive decision to

actions run the risk of alienating important allies and
needlessly raising tensions rather than encouraging
communication and cooperation. Furthermore, the
US may unintentionally damage its own diplomatic
credibility and diminish the likelihood of fruitful
engagement with Iran and other countries by attempting
to apply unilateral pressure.

In contrast, a more nuanced and collaborative
approach to diplomacy would serve the interests of
global peace and security better. By placing a strong
emphasis on communication, respect for one another,
and diplomatic activity, conflicts can be resolved and
common interests can be advanced.

When combined with strong diplomatic efforts,
Pakistan’s pursuit of an autonomous foreign policy
offers a chance for beneficial cooperation and global
contributions. In the end, cultivating robust and
inclusive diplomatic ties is advantageous to all
concerned and fortifies the groundwork for a world that
is both peaceful and prosperous.

Let’s observe the scope and severity of the sanctions,
the targeted country’s economic resilience, and the level
of international cooperation in enforcing the sanctions.
Here are some potential costs associated with putting
sanctions:

Economic impact: Trade relations, foreign
investment, and access to vital resources and markets
can all be adversely affected by sanctions. This may
result in a slowdown in the economy, slower GDP
growth, greater inflation, and higher unemployment
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develop and test multiple independent missiles, including
the Ababeel — a MIRV-tipped surface-to-surface medium-
range ballistic missile. Thus, after the April 2022 launch
of the Shaheen-Ill medium-range ballistic missile, in
October 2023, Pakistan conducted the second test launch
of the Ababeel missile. The test was a glaring illustration of
Pakistan’s response capabilities as India’s ballistic missile
defence system — being tested and developed. Foreseeably,
India’s acquisition of BMD accompanied by other advanced
missile technologies poses a perilous threat to Pakistan.
Pakistan is determined not to compromise its indigenous
Missile Defence System-capability - a combination of
Ballistic, Cruise, Hypersonic capable missiles — aimed
at “strengthening deterrence and enhancing strategic
stability in the region through the operationalization of full-
spectrum deterrence in the overall construct of credible
minimum deterrence”.

rates in the targeted nation as well as possibly in the
nations enforcing the sanctions.

Diplomatic strain: Sanctions may cause tension in
ties with other countries that may disagree with the
sanctions or believe they are unwarranted, as well as
between the government imposing the sanctions and
the country being targeted. Increased political tensions,
diplomatic isolation, and a barrier to collaboration on
common international challenges can result from this.

Escalation risks: Sanctions have the ability to
intensify tensions and incite retaliatory actions from the
targeted nation, which might start a chain reaction of
hostilities and further destabilize the area.

Opportunity costs: Applying sanctions calls for a
substantial investment of time and money, as well as
diplomatic efforts, enforcement tools, and compliance
monitoring. These funds could be allocated to other
urgent national or worldwide goals, such global
health programs, economic development, or climate
change mitigation. Sanctions are a useful instrument
for expressing disapproval or applying pressure to
specific entities, but they also carry a high cost which
governments should carefully weigh before enacting.

Additionally, in order to effectively address
underlying issues and minimise negative outcomes
for all parties’ concerned, alternate techniques to
diplomatic engagement and conflict resolution should
be investigated.

(The News, April 22, 2024)
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Eian the foreign aid bill salvage
America’s global leadership?

DR. MOONIS AHMAR

ith a debt of $34 trillion as against its GDP of

\ }‘ / $25.44 trillion, the United States has passed

a foreign aid bill worth $95 billion. This huge

spending, approved by the US Congress, will be used

to support Ukraine, Israel, Taiwan and for rebuilding
of war-devastated Gaza.

The US, emerging as a major power since the end
of WWII, embarked on the policy of granting foreign
aid. The first major American financial aid was in the
form of Marshall Plan in 1947 for the recovery of pro-
American west European countries. In March 1948,
Congress approved the Economic Cooperation Act
which provided funds to the tune of $12 billion for
rebuilding of Europe. That money became a catalyst
to support drive against Communism in Europe and
was then extended to Asia, Africa and Latin America.
At that time, the American economy was strong and
the US financial edge vis-a-vis erstwhile Soviet Union
enabled Washington to use its economic clout in order
to deepen its strategic, security and political interest. It
was not only the Marshall Plan but also the US Mutual
Security Act of 1951-61 which laid the basis of post-
WWII foreign aid.

According to the details of the recent American
foreign aid bill passed from the Congress amidst a lot
of criticism from the Republican members of House of
Representatives, $60.84 billion have been allocated for
Ukraine, $26.38 billion for Israel, including $9.1 billion
for humanitarian needs, and the rest for Taiwan. In
case of Israel, the breakdown of aid is: $5.2 bhillion
will go to replenishing and expanding Israel’s missile
and rocket defence system; $3.5 billion for buying
advanced weapons systems and $1 billion to enhance
weapons production; $4.4 billion for other supplies and
services to Israel; and $9.2 billion for humanitarian
purposes, including in the Gaza Strip and the occupied
West Bank. For Ukraine, the US aid has following
specifications: $23 billion will be used for replenishing
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US weapons, stocks, and facilities; $14 billion for the
Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative; $11 billion for
funding current US military operations in the region,
enhance the capabilities of the Ukrainian military,
and boost intelligence collaboration between Kyiv and
Washington; and $8 billion for non-military assistance,
including helping Ukraine’s government pay salaries.

While since the Camp David Accords of 1978, Israel
is the recipient of yearly $3 billion American aid. The
current US assistance to the Jewish state is shocking
because of Israel’s genocide of Palestinians in Gaza
and occupied West Bank and its blatant violation of
international law. The International Court of Justice
(ICJ) also gave a ruling implicating Israel in conducting
genocide against the Palestinians. Recently, the US
vetoed a resolution in the UN Security Council that
recommended admitting Palestine as a member,
contradicting its own age-old position of two-state
solution.

About Ukraine, mostly Democratic Party members
in the House of Representatives actively supported aid
for Kiev and displayed posters in support of Ukraine.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Oleksandrovych
Zelenskyy wholeheartedly thanked US legislatures for
approving the aid bill which will enable Kiev to give a
‘bloody nose’ to Russia. It is yet to be seen how US-
NATO military and economic support to Ukraine will
help in defeating to Russia or causing it some massive
damage in the ongoing war.

Since early 1950s, Pakistan has been a major
recipient of American aid till the Kerry-Lugar-Bremen
bill of 2010 diminished it. In his New Year tweet of
January 1, 2018, the then American President Donald
Trump lambasted Pakistan for receiving billions of
dollars of US aid but doing nothing to prevent cross-
border terrorism into Afghanistan. His allegations
were officially refuted by Pakistan arguing that since
9/11 the country suffered thousands of casualties in
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terrorist related incidents and faced an economic loss
of $100 billion.

The global leadership of American, in the wake of
the recent foreign aid bill, needs to be analysed from
two angles.

First, fragility of American economy can be gauged
from the fact that its debt has surged to $34 trillion
whereas its GDP is $25.44 trillion which reflects a gap
of around $10 trillion. When the American economy is
in a bad shape, what was the need to pass foreign aid
billion of $95 billion? It is not going to cement the US
leadership role in the world while it faces a daunting
challenge from China. The only American president
after the end of the Cold War who seriously tried to
manage the US debt was Bill Clinton. His strategic
vision to balance budget and to yield surplus cannot
be forgotten. In fact, in his eight years in White House,
he succeeded in drastically mitigating US debt by
slashing military expenditures and leading to budget
surplus. Succeeding Clinton, George W Bush made
efforts for balancing the budget, but they evaporated
in thin air. The US war on terror after 9/11 — including
the attack and occupation of Afghanistan and Iraq —
led to several hundred billion dollars of expenditures
thus augmenting the total debt. Also, President Barack
Obama, while failing to slash the debt, forcefully argued
for austerity stating that a nation should live within its
means. The more the US sucked in foreign adventures
the more its economy suffered starting from the Korean
War, Vietnam War and so forth. Despite spending
trillions in Iran and Afghanistan, the US failed to win
the wars. Now, America is being sucked in the war in
Ukraine and Israel’s war against Hamas.

Second, the US aid bill for Ukraine will have a
question mark if Trump returns to White House after
the November 2024 elections. Trump’s tacit support for
Russia and his disdain for Ukraine are not unknown.
America must learn from its past failures on using
money to assert its leadership role. Wars in Vietnam,
Afghanistan, Iraq and Pakistan are vivid examples
of how Washington failed to win over people despite
spending billions of dollars. It is the ideology, and not
money, which plays a pivotal role in establishing the
credentials of a viable global leader. Both Israel and
Ukraine are a liability for the US in the context of its
economy. The assumption that American military aid
will cause a ‘bloody nose’ to Russia is a myth. In two
years’ time, billions of dollars were provided to Ukraine
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by the US and its NATO allies but Kiev failed to cause
any major dent to Russia. Same is the case with Israel
which is a source of utter embarrassment for America.

Salvaging American leadership globally would
require focus on bettering the economy, slashing huge
defence expenditures, of $800 billion, and mitigating
its domestic fault lines.

Pakistan rejects US report

Pakistan’s Foreign Office promptly rejected the
US Department of State’s 120-page “2023 Country
Reports on Human Rights Practices: Pakistan” without
acknowledging its comprehensive compilation process
where the source of almost all necessary data rests
in Pakistan. The compilation involves gathering data
from embassy and consulate reports, local NGOs,
media coverage, government agencies, international
organizations, academic institutions, testimonies,
diplomatic channels, official government reports and
open-source intelligence. The report aims to provide
a thorough and accurate assessment of human rights
conditions in Pakistan indicating a failure to address
shortcomings.

Rather than addressing issues and implementing
reforms, Pakistan tends to respond with generic
statements disconnected from reality which is short-
sighted, as baseless rejection only draws more attention
to the report’s contents, prompting further scrutiny.
Pakistan’s tendency to ignore issues and reject criticism
perpetuates poor human rights practices rather than
fostering improvement. “There is nothing in the
report that has not been discussed almost on a daily
basis by our courts, political parties, civil society and
both traditional and social media. Our media and civil
society, day in and day out, in their reports, comment
and analyse, discuss, refer to and quote, rightly or
wrongly, all those issues, matters and incidents
which were referred to in the report. These include
unlawful or arbitrary detention and killings, including
extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, torture
and cases of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment by the government or non state actors.”

“They discuss harsh and life-threatening prison
conditions, political prisoners, arbitrary or unlawful
interference with privacy, punishment of family
members for alleged offenses by relative and serious
abuses in conflict, including reportedly unlawful
civilian deaths and enforced disappearances.”
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The elite journalists and opposition political parties
have raised concerns about significant restrictions
on freedom of expression and media freedom. These
include violence against journalists, unjustified
arrests, and disappearances of journalists, as well as
censorship and serious constraints on internet freedom.
Additionally, there are substantial interferences with
the freedom of peaceful assembly and association,
including overly restrictive laws governing the
operation of non-governmental organizations and civil
society groups. The media and civil society have been
vocal about issues such as restrictions on religious
freedom, coerced or forced returns of individuals to
countries where they may face torture or persecution,
government corruption, and government restrictions
on both domestic and international human rights
organizations. They have also highlighted extensive
gender-based violence, including domestic or intimate
partner violence, sexual violence, and child and early
forced marriage.

Media reports also suggest physical abuse of
criminal suspects in custody, leading to injuries
or deaths. Besides, lengthy trial delays at both the
commencement and conclusion of trials, along with
the failure to adequately investigate, discipline,
and prosecute those responsible for killings, have
contributed to a culture of impunity. Our media is
full of reports that there is a significant increase in
attacks against police and security forces. According
to the independent think tank Centre for Research
and Security Studies, there were at least 386 reported
deaths of police and military personnel in terrorist
attacks and counter-terror operations during the first
three quarters of the year. The number of attacks and
casualties were higher than in 2022 or 2021.

However, they may not realize that these
commentaries and analyses are being recorded,
compiled, and reported upon by human rights
watchdogs around the world, including those in the
US reflecting negatively on our human rights record.”
The impugned report comprehensively catalogued a
multitude of incidents, events, and statements with
detailed dates, names, and qualifications forming its
foundation. Noteworthy examples include the killing of
seven Shia Muslims, including four teachers, in Upper
Kurram, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, on May 4, apparently
in retaliation for the earlier killing of a Sunni Muslim,
a suicide bombing in Mastung, Balochistan, on

September 29, which claimed the lives of at least 60
individuals during a religious procession and an attack
by Tehreek-e-Jihad on Pakistan Air Force Training
Base M.M. Alam in Mianwali, Punjab, resulting in the
death of nine militant attacks on November 4.

Ironically, instead of addressing these issues, there
was a tendency to blame rating agencies for using
inaccurate data, ignoring the fact that much of the
data originates from within our own country, often
from government sources. During my tenure as Joint
Secretary, I compiled a comprehensive report on all
international ratings, rankings and indexes, revealing
a dismal picture of our nation’s neglect, lethargy,
aimless governance, and widespread lawlessness.
It underscored the multitude of challenges we faced,
including multiple power centres, injustice, economic
stagnation, and social degradation.

Surprisingly, the government’s acknowledgment
of my report’s significance led to the Prime Minister
and other officials directing the development of a
comprehensive plan to boost international ratings.
I meticulously crafted this strategy, which was then
shared with top government echelons. However, fate
intervened, and the government dissolved before
substantial progress could be achieved. This recurring
pattern mirrors Pakistan’s history, where promising
reform efforts often succumb to political instability,
leaving essential changes unimplemented and reforms
stagnant.

It is crucial that reports from entities such as the US
Department of State reflecting our national performance
undergo thorough review by relevant committees in
the National Assembly and Senate. These committees
should meticulously scrutinize the reports, identifying
any inaccuracies and communicating them to rating
agencies for clarification or correction. Additionally,
establishing robust collaboration with rating agencies’
focal personsin Pakistan is essential to provide accurate
data, ensuring the integrity of subsequent reports. If the
data and analysis are verified, the committees should
develop a comprehensive plan to address highlighted
shortcomings. Instead of deflecting blame, we must
courageously acknowledge and address the reflections
presented, striving for an accurate portrayal of our
nation’s status. This approach fosters accountability
and enables proactive measures to enhance our
national performance and reputation.

(Qamar Bashir — Pakistan Observer, May 02, 2024)

66

MAY 2024



PRESS REVIEW

ECONOMY

4

Pakistan’s economic indicator

DR. MURTAZA KHUHRO

as the KSE-100, usually leads to optimism among

businesses, statisticians and policymakers. They
celebrate these figures as the sign of a national economic
revival and widespread prosperity. This outlook is
enthusiastically promoted, signalling a new era of growth
and wealth that is purportedly set to benefit the entire
economy.

However, this narrative often misses the stark reality
faced by the broader population, particularly those
struggling with poverty and lacking access to basic human
rights. The gains reflected in stock market numbers do not
inherently result in direct benefits for these vulnerable
groups. Despite the celebratory declarations from economic
circles, actual improvements in living conditions and
economic opportunities for the majority are typically
minimal. This highlights a major bias in the rhetoric used by
some economic leaders and policymakers.

Individuals who most vocally promote the narrative of
economic prosperity - driven by bullish market trends -
are mostly those who benefit the most from such economic
conditions. This group often includes wealthy business
owners, investors, and high-level economic analysts. While
they herald an economic turnaround, their perspectives and
gains are not reflective of the broader societal experience.
This situation points to a significant disparity in who benefits
from economic growth, with the wealthy seeing substantial
gains while the impoverished continue to struggle. The
insistence on proclaiming economic success based on stock
market performance, therefore, can be seen as selfish.
Such declarations often ignore the harsh realities faced
by millions who do not partake in the fruit of this growth.
The individuals promoting this narrative may not fully
acknowledge or empathize with the daily challenges, pain,
and misery experienced by the less fortunate. This lack of
sensitivity and awareness is more than just an oversight, it
is a degrading and inhumane attitude that fails to recognize
the equal rights and needs of all citizens.

While the stock market may be thriving, the true
measure of a nation’s economic health should encompass the
wellbeing of its entire population, not just the affluent. Real
economic success must be inclusive, significantly enhancing

The upward movement of the stock market, such
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the lives of all citizens, especially the marginalized. A critical
issue remains whether successive Pakistani governments
have adequately gathered data on vulnerable groups -
children, women, the elderly, the unemployed, and the
uneducated, and those lacking basic amenities like electricity
and clean water. This data is crucial for creating effective
policies, particularly in rural and impoverished urban areas.

Seventy-six years post-Independence, it is essential
to evaluate whether Pakistan has fulfilled its foundational
promise of dignity, honor, and independence for all, despite
global technological and informational advancements. The
reality is that the benefits of these global developments
have only slightly reached Pakistan’s disadvantaged
communities. The narrative claims significant national
progress and self-sufficiency, contrasting sharply with the
minimal improvements in the daily lives of the absolute
majority of citizens. This disparity calls into question
the effectiveness and sincerity of government policies,
highlighting a gap in governance and the need for a strategic
reassessment to align with Pakistan’s original principles of
equity and justice.

Itis, therefore, not just a matter of clarion call for a critical
evaluation of the leadership and governance that have
consistently failed to transform the foundational promises
of dignity, honor, and independence into a tangible reality
for all of Pakistan’s citizens. The path forward requires a
genuine commitment to rectifying these disparities and
ensuring that the benefits of global advancements are
equitably shared among all Pakistanis, fostering a truly
dignified and independent life for every individual.

Theimmediateminimumactionsrequired by legislatures,
governments, and all those in positions of authority to effect
meaningful change include the following strategic initiatives:
Comprehensive digitalization of the judicial system: there is
a pressing need to digitize and digitalize the judicial system,
extending from the lowest courts to the apex court. This
process should be comprehensive and not implemented in
a piecemeal manner. Similarly, all government offices, from
the highest levels down to those located in villages or slum
areas, must undergo a complete digital transformation. This
will enhance accessibility, efficiency, and transparency in
public services.
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Universal access to electricity: every
household should have access to electricity,
preferably through sustainable means such as
solar energy. To facilitate this, the government
should provide interest-free, long-term loans
via digital vouchers. It is also critical to ensure
the availability of high-standard, authenticated
solar panels in the market, accompanied hy a
robust oversight mechanism to maintain quality
and reliability. Broadband internet access:
the government should guarantee that every
household has access to at least 4G internet
connectivity. This can be achieved through
public-private partnerships, leveraging both
governmental oversight and private sector
innovation and efficiency.

Proactive transparency: it is essential to
immediately enforce Sections 5and 6 of the federal
and provincial information acts. Additionally, the
establishment of information commissions at
the headquarters of each province and in every
district, ensuring their effective functionality,
will promote transparency and accountability.
This approach will also enhance efficiency and
reduce the pervasive corruption in government
processes and offices.

Universal education and high-tech skill
development through advanced technologies:
every child and adult should be guaranteed
access to free and compulsory education, as well
as opportunities for high-tech skill development.
This initiative aims to enable individuals to fully
realize their potential, thereby enhancing their
and their families” lives. It also facilitates their
capacity to contribute both directly and indirectly
to the inclusive growth and prosperity of country.
By leveraging generative artificial intelligence
and other state-of-the-art technologies, education
opportunities can be made available round the
clock. This allows for learning to occur anytime
and anywhere, offering unparalleled flexibility
in how education is accessed and experienced.
This approach ensures that learning is accessible
to everyone, regardless of their geographical
location or socio-economic background. Such
technologies not only democratize education but
also adapt to the needs of diverse learners, making
it a powerful tool for widespread educational and
economic advancement.
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terror has resurfaced that undermines peace and stability.

Soldiers and officers of the Armed Forces are laying down
their lives to protect the sovereignty and integrity of Pakistan. This
marathon war on terror that started with the American invasion of
Afghanistan in the aftermath of 9/11 spilled over to Pakistan’s soil
and continued with brief intervals of peace in the troubled areas
alongside north-western borders.

The economic impact of this war broke the back of the country’s
economy and pushed it into a debt trap. This debt now poses an
existential threat. To pay off foreign and local debt, Pakistan needs
more debt and also needs to further tax and increase the cost of
utilities which a recessive economy can hardly afford. The state is
focused on the war on terror and does not have the resources to
cater to social and economic uplift and the well-being of the people,
particularly the burgeoning youth that needs education, jobs and
a decent living.

Pakistan’s economy and politics are intertwined. Economic
growth is dependent on political stability and rule of law which pave
the way for economic planning. Prosperity comes from economic
growth which helps in mitigating discontent. The most critical
aspect of Pakistan’s political economy is ownership, legitimacy
and accountability for policy decisions. There has always been
confusion in this area because of an overlap and conflict of interest.

Owing to its geopolitical location and a willing role in the cold
war due to economic vulnerability, water disputes with India, and
the wars over Kashmir, Pakistan became a security state for which
it heavily depended on foreign military aid and loans. There was
no industrial base to meet the defence requirements.

The lack of sincere political leadership with the competence to
share responsibility and handle these complex issues of economy
had a cumulative effect on stability. Pakistan is now wholly
dependent on foreign loans - at a time when economic standing

Pakistan’s economy needs immediate attention. A wave of
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and democratic credentials are the new measures of
respect among the comity of nations.

But every challenge also brings an opportunity
for reflection and consequent change. In the interest
of Pakistan, however, there is a need to converge
conflicting interests. The whole policy domain needs to
be reviewed and reformed. In the first place, it requires
separation of the decision-making process from the
implementation domain.

All past experiments to manage and control this
tricky area, judged from their results, have utterly
failed because of an unwillingness to correct the beaten
course. It is thus imperative to recalibrate the roles
of different stakeholders through dialogue and most
certainly to involve the people of Pakistan with their
political judgment.

The world has changed. It is time to reassess all
fundamental presumptions that hitherto have been
applied while making decisions. Pakistan’s future lies in
a true and real democracy, rule of law and supremacy
of the constitution and civilian institutions.

When the time for change has come, sticking to
beaten paths never leads to the destination. A paradigm
shift is needed in the approach. Trust in people and
their abilities is required to bring Pakistan out of the
ongoing economic and political crises because that will
strengthen civilian institutions.

In an interdependent world, state institutions
should endeavor to create an investment-friendly
atmosphere. Concrete steps should be taken to secure
peace, security of persons and investment for which
rule of law, independent judicial system and freedoms
of the press and speech are to be ensured to encourage
new ideas.

History is not wanting with examples of when
nations faced with similar situations entered a grand
dialogue and all stakeholders agreed on and charted
a future course that led them to horizons of success.
South Korea, Indonesia, South Africa and many
European countries did that. It is, therefore, necessary
that the primacy of the constitution is accepted and
recognized, and the roles of all stakeholders are clearly
brought within it. Once a national economic agenda and
policy are defined and agreed upon, Pakistan is bound
to prosper.

The following steps are suggested for a fresh start:
one, the dichotomy of de jure and de facto power needs
to end. The habit of outright denial of facts and truth
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causes error of judgment. The legitimacy of actions and
requisite trust for attracting foreign and local investment
demands that the primacy of the constitution is not only
accepted but implemented with sincerity. No deviance
is justified under any kind of necessity.

Two, foreign and economic policies are thoroughly
reviewed and redirected. Parliamentary oversight is
ensured to create checks and balances. A culture of
deliberation and debate is to be encouraged to stop
autocratic rule. A policy of non-interference is strictly
followed. This is an age of soft power. Mutual economic
interests are the new weapons to secure territorial
integrity.

Three, the Constitution of Pakistan used to be
a consensus political document but due to several
amendments made therein, it has become unworkable
in many areas, causing a strain and hindering its
obedience which does not come only from reverence
but also when it actually guarantees protection to all. It
needs review to create a balance.

Four, the federal and provincial governments must
cut down their sizes by changing their roles from
managers to regulators. The sole purpose of forming a
government is to secure the life, liberty and happiness
of the people. When people live in abject poverty and
under constant fear and are burdened with heavy taxes
to finance inefficient governments then freedom has no
meaning. Freedom can only be secured through truth
which remains elusive in our society.

Five, we need law for taxation. There is no law
for appropriation. Money can be expended with the
simple authentication of the prime minister or the chief
minister. Hundreds of hillions of rupees are expended
on false and fake development schemes. The attitude
towards public money is of plunder and not of trust.
This area needs to be fully revamped.

And finally, education, health and industries are
provincial subjects. Provinces receive hundreds of
billions of rupees out of federal revenue under the
National Finance Commission Award and almost 57.50
percent of revenue goes to the provinces. There are no
provincial finance commissions. Chief ministers can
spend all money in one place. There is an inequitable
use of public money. It is time to provide for separate
taxation powers for the federal and provincial
governments with checks and balances on the spending
power.
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ihe walk towards development

ATTA-UR-RAHMAN

the manufacture and export of high-tech, high value-

added items, so that we can extricate ourselves from
the growing debt snare in which we are trapped. This will
require changing tracks and focusing on education, science,
technology, and innovation with particular focus on social
justice and inclusive socio-economic development.

Our export in the value-added sectors is a big fat zero.
For this, the formulation and dynamic implementation of a
farsighted action plan is necessary. Pakistan undertook only
one foresight-type exercise under my supervision during
2005-2006. The resulting 320-page document covering all
important sectors of the national economy laid out 5-, 10- and
15-year strategies and plans for national development. It was
approved by the cabinet in August 2007. An inter-ministerial
committee was formed for its implementation.

In today’s interconnected world, national development
depends on the effective utilization of emerging technologies
to address societal challenges, drive economic growth, and
enhance global competitiveness. ‘Technology foresight’
exercises can serve as strategic tools that enable stakeholders
to envision the potential trajectories of technological
evolution and their ramifications on society and the economy.
Technology foresight, a systematic approach to anticipating
future technological trends and their implications, plays a
pivotal role in guiding strategic decision-making and shaping
socio-economic policies.

By enabling nations to anticipate disruptions, identify
opportunities, and formulate proactive  strategies,
technology foresight can serve as a compass for navigating
the complexities of the digital age.

Foresight exercises employ various methodologies to
anticipate future trends, identify opportunities, and navigate
uncertainties. Each method offers distinct advantages and
may be tailored to suit specific objectives, contexts, and
stakeholders. Perhaps the most important and widely used
method is the Delphi method. This is a structured approach
that involves soliciting input from a panel of experts,
belonging to subject specialists, private enterprises, and

The key areas of focus of a different Pakistan should be
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government officials through iterative rounds of surveys
or questionnaires. These experts in specific fields provide
qualitative and quantitative assessments of future trends,
uncertainties, and potential developments.

The anonymity of responses encourages open
participation and consensus-building, while facilitators
synthesize and distil insights to identify emerging themes and
patterns. By identifying technological trajectories, nations
can strategically invest in research and development (R&D)
initiatives, infrastructure, and human capital to capitalize
on emerging opportunities and maintain competitiveness in
global markets.

Technology foresight guides strategic investments in
key sectors and technologies, maximizing the impact of
limited resources and fostering economic diversification
and resilience. By identifying priority areas for investment,
such as digital infrastructure, clean energy, and advanced
manufacturing, nations can stimulate innovation ecosystems
and create high-quality jobs.

Foresight exercises also facilitate the development of
robust innovation ecosystems by fostering collaboration
among stakeholders, including government agencies,
industry players, academia, and civil society.

Technology foresight exercises need to be combined with
anumber of other initiatives to yield optimum results. One of
these is scenario planning. This involves developing multiple
plausible future scenarios based on different assumptions,
drivers, and trends. These scenarios explore a range of
possible outcomes and their implications, allowing decision-
makers to prepare for diverse eventualities. Scenario
planning encourages strategic thinking, fosters creativity,
and helps stakeholders to anticipate risks and opportunities
in dynamic environments.

Another important part of future planning is technology
road-mapping. This is a systematic approach to visualizing
and planning the development and adoption of technologies
over time. Roadmaps typically delineate technology
trajectories, key milestones, dependencies, and resource
requirements.
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By aligning technological capabilities with strategic
objectives, roadmapping helps organizations and industries
prioritize investments, coordinate research efforts, and
anticipate market trends.

These efforts should also involve trend analysis. This
requires examining historical data and current developments
to identify patterns, discontinuities, and emerging trends.
This method encompasses quantitative analysis, qualitative
assessment, and data mining techniques to discern
underlying drivers and dynamics shaping future trajectories.

Trend analysis provides valuable insights for anticipating
market shifts, technological advancements and societal
changes. Environmental scanning can also be important.
This entails systematically monitoring and analyzing external
factors, such as political, economic, social, technological,
environmental, and legal (PESTEL) trends.

By scanning the external environment, organizations
and policymakers can identify potential opportunities,
threats, and disruptive forces affecting their operations
and strategies. All these efforts can be further greatly
facilitated by simulation and modelling. These involve using
computational techniques, such as agent-based modelling,
system dynamics, and Monte Carlo simulation to simulate
complex systems and explore future scenarios.

These methods allow stakeholders to experiment with
different parameters, testhypotheses, and assess the potential
impacts of policy interventions or technological innovations.
Nations that embrace technology foresight gain a competitive
edge in global markets by positioning themselves as leaders
in emerging technologies and industries. By proactively
investing in research, talent development and technology
commercialization, nations can attract foreign investment,
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talent and partnerships, enhancing their global relevance
and influence.

The Singapore government has implemented technology
foresight initiatives, such as the Future Economy Council
and Research, Innovation, and Enterprise (RIE) 2025 plan,
to drive innovation-led growth and address future challenges
in areas such as smart cities, healthcare, and advanced
manufacturing. Another good example is that of Finland.

Finland’s national foresight programme “Finland 2030”
engages stakeholders from government, academia, industry,
and civil society to identify long-term challenges and
opportunities, guiding strategic investments in areas such as
digitalization, sustainability, and education.

South Korea’s presidential committee on the fourth
Industrial Revolution has harnessed technology foresight
to inform policy-making and strategic planning in emerging
areas such as artificial intelligence, blockchain, and advanced
robotics, aiming to maintain its leadership in the global
technology landscape.

Germany’s socio-economic strategies have also been
based on foresight exercises aimed at fostering industrial
innovation and competitiveness. Initiatives like the High-
Tech Strategy 2025 and the German National Innovation
Dialogue have allowed prioritized investments in key
technologies such as Industry 4.0, renewable energy, and
mobility solutions.

It is high time Pakistan developed short-, medium-
and long-term roadmaps with the government interacting
closely with the major opposition parties and obtaining
their approval for it in order to ensure the continuity of key
programmes after a change in government. This is the only
way forward.

AFGHANISTAN—BASED PROXIES
THREATEN CPEC, SAYS ARMY
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§hort-term steps for the people

MUSTAFA TALPUR

father and uncles possessed a joint piece of land

that many households in our villages do not have.
Though ours was a small land-owning family, we
always faced a cash-flow problem and even sometimes
food shortage and hunger. Every crop season my father
would hope for better times; that season never came -
till  moved to the city and started working.

This situation is similar to how it goes with Pakistan.
We attach hopes with every new government and then
wait for the next and the next and the next. One must
be hopeful, but experience shows otherwise since our
hopes never materialize.

That Pakistan is in a difficult situation is an enduring
statement — but with no roadmap and critical reflection
of what went wrong and why, who is responsible and
how to fix shortcomings, we face a big challenge.
There are no consequences for wrongdoings, big or
small, which has just encouraged more wrongs. Mere
sermons have not helped and will not help in the future
either.

There are expectations from the new government
to be met within limited fiscal space. Let hope
triumph over fear. How do we do that? There are a
few actions which neither require rocket science nor
massive resources. A robust governance mechanism,
strengthened transparency, and accountability can
bring some relief.

People cannot wait till the major macroeconomic
policy reforms are undertaken and bear fruits that
may take decades. This includes improvement of the
fiscal situation through progressive taxation and by
controlling wasteful expenditure, achieving trade
balance, and expanding exports, controlling the losses
in state-owned enterprises, and filling the black hole of
utility companies and removing massive inefficiencies
in commodity operations.

The prevalence of widespread poverty is a taint
on the conscience of those who rule. It is a denial

Igrew up in a rural agriculture family, where my
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of the fundamental rights of the people. It must be
the foremost important goal of any government to
eliminate all forms of absolute poverty and mobilize
all stakeholders to achieve this aim. This is possible
and many countries have within a few decades lifted
millions out of poverty.

Uncontrolled inflation is an indirect consumption
tax disproportionately affecting the poor and pushing
the poor people further down into deep poverty. This
is the single most contributing factor in poverty.
Rising energy prices and their impact on economic
competitiveness to create jobs is also another major
reason. This is especially so in small businesses which
are a major sector for job creation. Major macro-
economic reforms are necessary but will take time to
bring results; some short-term measures are needed to
arrest poverty and bring relief.

The new elected governments at the federal and
provincial levels will be presenting their budget
priorities in the next two months. Our governance
challenge does not require massive fiscal resources
and the following steps could bring dividends:

First off, we need to end the ‘bhatta’ culture within
public institutions. Extortion by public institutions
has become a new normal. A recent example is excess
charging by power distribution companies. There
is harassment of small businesses in the purview
of implementation of laws, and selective targeting if
you don’t pay. These kinds of practices discourage
business, creating huge inefficiencies.

We need to ease the administrative processes. It is
hard to get an electricity meter without paying - even
in Islamabad. Otherwise, one would have to spend
the same amount on back-and-forth trips to multiple
offices. Facilitating citizens from these bureaucratic
hurdles and harassment will free up time, efforts,
and resources. This will not require a big investment
but a strong will to break this mafia-like institutional
mechanism.
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Pakistan'’s solar potential:

Arayof hope

LT GEN OMAR MAHMOOD HAYAT (RETD)

use of solar power in Pakistan, whether by

domestic users or by the industry. Although
the initial investment is high, solar power has given
people a cheap and reliable source of electricity in an
environment where the grid is extremely expensive
and unreliable. These days social media is abuzz with
various news about solar energy. Before we get into
these news stories, let us see the impact of solar on the
environment and national economy.

Pakistan is one the worst affected countries by
climate change. We have seen the ravages of climate
change over the last decade. For a country in such an
environment, it is criminal that most of our primary
energy supply comes from oil and natural gas. Solar
energy on the other hand generates electricity
without emitting greenhouse gases, such as carbon
dioxide, methane, or nitrogen oxides. By replacing
fossil fuel-based energy sources with solar power,
we can significantly reduce air pollution and mitigate
the harmful effects of climate change. Additionally
solar energy is a renewable and abundant resource
that is available worldwide. Unlike finite fossil fuels,
solar power is inexhaustible and can be harnessed for
electricity generation for billions of years to come. This
promotes energy security and reduces dependence
on imported fossil fuels, enhancing national energy
independence.

The solar energy industry creates jobs and
stimulates economic growth at both the local and
national levels. From manufacturing and installation
to maintenance and support services, solar projects
require a diverse workforce with a range of skills.
Investments in solar infrastructure also attract capital
and spur innovation, driving economic development
and prosperity. Investing in solar energy infrastructure
strengthens national resilience and enhances energy
security. Distributed solar power systems, such as

4 I Yhere has been a monumental increase in the

Pakistan
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rooftop solar panels and community solar projects,
diversify the energy supply and reduce the vulnerability
of centralized power grids to disruptions and disasters,
which for country like Pakistan is essential. This
promotes a more resilient and sustainable energy
infrastructure. Solar energy development minimizes
habitat destruction, water pollution, and ecosystem
degradation associated with traditional energy sources,
such as coal mining and oil drilling. By preserving
natural landscapes and promoting biodiversity, solar
power contributes to environmental conservation
and the protection of wildlife habitats, enhancing the
quality of life for present and future generations.

In developed countries, where the cost of grid
power vs per capita income is far lower than Pakistan,
several benefits and incentives are offered to encourage
investment in solar energy. These include financial
incentives to promote solar energy adoption. These
incentives are in the shape of tax credits, rebates,
grants, or low-interest loans for the installation of
solar panels and other renewable energy systems.
These incentives help offset the initial costs of solar
installation, making it more affordable for homeowners,
businesses, and utilities. Net metering policies allow
solar energy system owners to receive credit for the
excess electricity they generate and feed back into the
grid. This enables customers to offset their electricity
bills and potentially earn revenue by selling surplus
energy to the utility company. Net metering encourages
investment in solar energy systems and promotes
grid stability by balancing supply and demand. Some
countries offer feed-in tariffs, which guarantee a
fixed payment for each kilowatt-hour of electricity
generated by solar energy systems. FITs provide long-
term financial security and a predictable return on
investment for solar project developers, incentivizing
investment in large-scale solar farms and distributed
generation projects.

MAY 2024

73



ECONOMY

PRESS REVIEW

q

Many first-world countries have established
renewable energy targets or mandates to
increase the share of renewable energy in their
electricity generation mix. These targets create
market demand for solar energy and stimulate
investment in renewable energy infrastructure to
meet regulatory requirements and environmental
goals. Governments and utilities may offer green
certification programs or incentive schemes that
reward businesses and individuals for adopting
sustainable practices, including the use of solar
energy. Green certification can enhance brand
reputation, attract environmentally conscious
consumers, and provide access to additional
financial incentives or marketing opportunities.

The First World governments are investing
increasingly in research and development (R&D)
initiatives to advance solar energy technologies,
improve efficiency, and reduce costs. Funding
for R&D programs supports innovation and
drives technological breakthroughs that make
solar energy more competitive and accessible to
a wider range of consumers. Most importantly
policy stability and regulatory certainty are
essential for attracting investment in solar energy
projects.

First-world countries with clear and consistent
policies, favorable regulatory frameworks,
and supportive government initiatives create
a conducive environment for solar energy
investment, reducing investment risks and
fostering investor confidence.

In Pakistan the only incentive being offered
in net-metering. With a policy objective of taking
renewable energy to 30% of the mix by 2030,
the policy incentives needed are visibly lacking.
There is now talk of cutting the net metering
rates and taxing solar production. Although some
clarifications have beenissued by the government,
mere talk of such steps is blasphemous for a
country like Pakistan. Any further delay in
implementing additional policy incentives for
renewable energy is akin to incentivising the IPP
mafia and playing with the destiny of the country.
The sooner our policy makers realise this, the
better it would be for Pakistan.

Wakhan
Corridor vital for
CPECand BRI

n important development that went unnoticed by the
Pakistani media radar was the construction of a 50-km

stretch of the Silk Road, extending from the Wakhan
district of Afghanistan to the Chinese border. This road was
inaugurated by Afghanistan’s Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation
and Development in September. With the construction of this
road, Afghanistan has established a direct link with China,
reducing the distance and lowering the cost for the import
and export of commercial goods between the two countries.
Meanwhile, the Afghan and Chinese governments are feverishly
discussing the commencement of traffic through the Wakhan
Corridor, a narrow strip of territory in northeastern Afghanistan
stretching 350 km to China and separating Tajikistan from
Pakistan. It is located at the confluence of three mountain
ranges — the Hindu Kush, Karakoram, and the Pamir, forming
the Pamir Knot.

The construction of the road and the serious discussions
between the two governments are highly significant and have
the potential to impact Pakistan both positively and negatively.
Positively, it could extend the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) from Pakistan to Tajikistan through Afghanistan, and
link the landlocked Central Asian states with the Karachi and
Gwadar ports. Negatively, it could reduce Afghanistan’s reliance
on Pakistan for transit trade.

With the opening of Wakhan Corridor, a highway linkage
between Tajikistan and Pakistan through AJK could be
established, creating a significant opportunity for enhanced
trade and economic activity in the region. This route could
facilitate the trade of various goods such as minerals, textiles,
agricultural products, and manufactured goods. Central Asian
states could export natural resources such as oil, gas, and
minerals, while importing goods like textiles, machinery, and
electronics. Though the trade volume would depend on several
factors such as infrastructure capacity, ease of trade regulations,
and market demand, however, with the potential opening of
new trade routes and access to the warm waters of the Arabian
Sea through Karachi and Gwadar Port, trade volumes could be
substantial.

(Qamar Bashir — Pakistan Today, April 25, 2024)
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Instability in the Middle East'

PAUL PILLAR

drawn from the events of the past two weeks and

holdlessons for US policy: The US disinclination to
say ‘no’ to Israel encourages reckless and destabilizing
Israeli behavior. The most destructive such behavior
during the past year has been what Israel has been
doing to the Gaza Strip, but the attack on the Iranian
embassy compound was an extension of that. Failure
to flash any red lights to Israeli decision-makers gets
taken as an implied green light. Lavishing aid without
conditions has conditioned those decision-makers to
expect that Israel will not suffer any consequences no
matter what it does.

Using military force to change the narrative works,
and the technique probably will be used again. Probably
a primary objective of Israel’s attack on the Iranian
embassy was to provoke an Iranian counterattack
that would divert the international spotlight from
the catastrophic Israeli assault on the Gaza Strip
and turn it to what other regional states, especially
loathed Iran, do to Israel. The tactic succeeded. Media
coverage and political discussion about the Middle
East promptly became much less about what was
happening in Gaza and more about Iranian missiles
fired at Israel. Much of that coverage and discussion
treated the Iranian action as if it were a bolt out of the
blue, barely mentioning that it was retaliation for an
Israeli attack on an Iranian embassy. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and his government must be
pleased with that result, and have been given reason
to use the tactic again.

Except for Israel, Middle Eastern states do not
want a wider war. Arab states do not want it, and
clearly Iran does not either. Discussion in general
terms about whether the United States is staying in
the Middle East, whether it is leaving a ‘vacuum’, and
how regional states are dissatisfied with the level of
US commitment often overlooks this fact. Middle
Eastern states generally want serious US engagement
to address problems of the region but generally do
not want (again with the exception of Israel) more US

Several implications can be more confidently
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military activity in their backyard and with it more
war.

Offense is different from defense. The former is
likely to be destabilizing in ways that the latter may not
be. Although many military capabilities can be applied
to either offensive or defensive purposes, the Biden
administration, to its credit, drew a clear distinction
between the two in the recent crisis. It reaffirmed US
commitment to Israel’s security and even participated
in shooting down Iranian missiles and drones while
making clear it wanted no part in any offensive action
against Iran. Unfortunately, US military aid to Israel,
including the additional $14 billion that is part of the aid
package that President Biden just signed, is likely to be
used more offensively than defensively, especially as
long as the Israeli assault on Gaza continues.

Do they not bleed?

On October 7, when Israel responded to Hamas’
surprise attack, not many analysts had predicted that
this would end up in a genocide by Israel. But here we
are. The fact that Palestinians in Gaza have been under
relentless bombardment for more than 200 days says
a lot about the champions of human rights who cry
and wail when a Middle Eastern country imposes a
ban on alcohol during a sports event but dare not say
a word when their ally intentionally blocks essential
humanitarian aid into Gaza, weaponizing starvation
to reach its military goals. In the last 200 days, “the
Israeli army has killed 42,510 Palestinians, 38,621 of
whom were civilians, including 10,091 women and
15,780 children.”

The war can end today if Israel is held accountable
for its atrocities. While the US says that it advises
Israel to exercise restraint, it keeps sending weapons
toits ally to keep bombing the small besieged strip. The
world has chosen to stay indifferent. Israel has used
all barbaric tactics to break the spirit of Palestinians in
Gaza and around the world and hold on to the facade
of invincibility it has carefully built for itself.

(Editorial — The News, April 29, 2024)
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A generation’'sroar

new generation of young people in the US, more

diverse, well informed and digitally savvy than
their predecessors, has taken the reins and is demanding
major change. Pro-Palestine protests have erupted
across university campuses in the US since last week,
with students demanding an end to a genocide that will
conclude its eighth month in less than two weeks. But this
is no timid plea for a return to a pre-October 7 status quo
with its illegal occupation, blockade and periodic murder
of an oppressed people. The calls for a permanent end to
the Zionist imperialism in Gaza and the West Bank are
loud and clear. Tensions have been slowly building on US
campuses since the end of last year and are now too big
to contain. The American establishment has responded
to this outpouring of conscience among young people in
the US by borrowing every conceivable weapon from the
authoritarian arsenal. Batons, arrests, zip ties, arbitrary
suspensions, de-platforming and general censorship,
doxing and threats of retaliation. Apparently, protesting
for your university to divest from businesses that profit
from genocide is beyond the pale but profiting from
genocide is not. Other calls protesters have made include
the condemnation of the killing of Palestinian civilians
and the protection of the rights of protestors. Yes, people
have the right to protest. Not just against theocracies,
dictatorships, majoritarianism, and other forms of
authoritarian rule but against liberal democracies and their
policies too. Remember this the next time a US politician
or official or rights activist starts to berate anyone from
the Global South about their country’s human rights
record. Revolution, it would seem, is something the US is
all for exporting - but there is no licence to import.

What is indisputably a state-sponsored crackdown
on the constitutional right to free expression is being
disguised in the name of protecting Jewish students
from anti-Semitism. The veneer is both thin and patently
absurd. Not least because the names of some of the groups
protesting include Jews Against Zionism and Jewish
Voice for Peace, along with the fact that Jewish students
tend to be overrepresented among those protesting.
Those university administrators who want to protect
Jews should perhaps say something about the police
baton charging, tying up and arbitrarily arresting Jewish

The times appear to be changing once again. A

protesters. In fact, this whole tarring of all anti-Zionists
as anti-Semitism is arguably the most anti-Semitic aspect
of these protests.

Parallels are being drawn between the protests today
and those against the Vietnam War in the 1960s and
South African apartheid in the 1980s. It is, however,
hoped that today’s protests will go beyond what those
movements accomplished. This means not just an end to
localized Zionist imperialism but global neo-colonialism.
And unlike the protesters of the past, those of today
enjoy far better-developed political muscles. These have
already been flexed via the uncommitted campaign. The
obvious factor here is an increasingly powerful Muslim
voter demographic finally making its interests known on
the national stage. But there is also the fact that the Gaza
protests go beyond that, with a third of Americans under
30 saying that their sympathies lie mostly or entirely
with Palestinians. This is a political migraine for Biden.
Muslims and young voters will be key to his reelection
bid and, thus far, they have proven to be loyal supporters.
Perhaps they have even been taken for granted.

(Editorial — The News, April 27, 2024)

Care for Gaza

The six-word story, “For sale: baby shoes, never worn”
- popularly attributed to Ernest Hemingway although
it is not clear whether he wrote it - is a tragic tale of a
distressed woman who lost her baby too soon. Maybe the
child died before coming into the world or died shortly
after his birth. The phrase ‘never worn’ invokes multiple
possible meanings, but perhaps the most common is the
tragedy of child loss. Those baby shoes were never worn,
because the baby was not there to wear them. And the fact
that the shoes are for sale implies that the poor lady wants
to sell them because she is too poor and cannot afford the
luxury of keeping them as a memory of her child.

In the ongoing Israeli war on Gaza, over 32,000 people
have been killed, including over 13,000 children. Entire
families have been decimated, with nothing left behind
save the rubble and debris of their destroyed houses. In
many cases, there are neither children nor their shoes left
behind. What is left are deep scars on humanity.

(Dr. Murad Ali — The News, April 03, 2024)
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The ‘Iran Avenue’

Pakistan, the Government of Pakistan as a goodwill

gesture named the 11th Avenue in Islamabad as the
“Iran Avenue”. In Tehran, there is a highway named after
Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah. This marks the urge
and sincerity on behalf of both governments to forge good
relations with each other. The relations between Iran and
Pakistan are deep-rooted. Iran was the first country to
recognise Pakistan on its inception. Likewise, Pakistan
was the first country to recognise Iranian Revolution.
Pakistan’s national anthem is in the Persian language but
one word. Allama Igbal is revered as Ighal Lahori in Iran
for his Persian poetry which forms most of his work.

The universities in Iran maintain the Igbal Chair to
accord prominence to the national poet of Pakistan. Both
countries enjoy traditional and cultural affinity. Family
norms, hospitality style, dresses, cuisines, etc., are so
much alike.

If one visits Iran, most of the doctors employed in the
hospitals are found to have been educated in Pakistan
and speak Urdu quite fluently. Pakistan and Iran share a
common border of about 909 km which dissects the land of
Balochistan on both sides. People living on either side are
Baloch and share a common heritage. Cross-border trade
and marriages are a common practice. So many Iranian
products are brought inside Pakistan which are cherished
by the Pakistanis.

Likewise, Pakistani rice, mangoes, and oranges are hot
favorite for the Iranians. Iranian POL products are also
brought into Pakistan and people in border areas take benefit
of this commodity.

Border issues recently emerged and the two sides started
talking thus resolving the matter amicably to the extent that
[ranian President Raisi visited Pakistan. This was a show of
deft diplomacy from both sides which can be a textbook ex-
ample on how to avoid a predicament.

Despite having historical, cultural, and religious roots
connected, both countries have not been able to gain much
from each other. Iran has the second-largest gas reserves
and fourth-largest oil reserves.

It has half the population of Pakistan, in double the size
of its territory. Among many other things, it grows saffron
and olives which contribute significantly to its economy. The
municipality system in Iran is a pinnacle of administration

O n the eve of the Iranian President’s maiden visit to

which is truly an emblem of discipline that the Iranian nation
exhibits. The defence relations between both countries are
also remarkable. Cross-over training, bilateral maritime
exercises, naval diplomacy by both navies, and high-level
defence visits exchange are all commonplace.

There is growing understanding and regard between the
two militaries who work in unison, especially at the border
areas to defeat the menace of terrorism. Maritime tourism
is another avenue that is awaiting the attention of both
countries to be explored.

The visit of the Iranian President was a significant
development on many accounts. It was the first-ever visit of
President Raisi to Pakistan. He is also the first head of state
who visited Pakistan after the new government in Pakistan
was formed.

The visit took place at a time when there were increasing
hostilities between Iran and Israel and was therefore being
closely watched by foreign observers. The visit was also
important since Pakistan recently decided to revive the Iran-
Pakistan gas pipeline even if it had to seek a US waiver. The
issues of border management and IP gas pipeline topped the
agenda of [ranian President’s visit.

Of course these were the two most burning issues, yet
there are many avenues that both countries can take ad-
vantage of each other and learn from the best practices that
they carry out. Universally, the cheapest trade is with one’s
neighbours. This principle of economics is simple and worth
trying by both Iran and Pakistan.

There are certain impediments in fully realising the true
economic potential on both sides, yet ways and means exist
that can be exploited to overcome this handicap. Both sides
must therefore focus on their strategy to create economic
stakes in each other which will produce several dividends.
Not that the economies of both countries will be strengthened
but the people-to-people contact will also be enhanced which
will be beneficial in understanding of each other.

Also, in the realm of geopolitics, countries having sound
economies can play a better and more effective role. Given
the current situation in the Middle East in which Palestinians
are being brutally butchered by Israel, there is conclusive
evidence for strengthening economies of Muslim countries
to play a substantive role in world politics.

(Reema Shaukat — The Nation, April 25, 2024)
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Global Humanness Day by UN

economic and physical resources by the

countries are being spent out of capacity to build
national safeguards from intra and inter cultural
bitterness, intolerance and misunderstanding.

This cultural condition can be curably,
beneficially addressed by constructing human unity
and understanding. Therefore, the use of intellectual
power by the Al (Artificial Intelligence) was proposed
as an international institution persuading the UN for
observance of the annual Global Humanness Day.

This will help 193 UN member countries to review
their international onus for global humanness. Al as
an institution has welcomed the proposal with the
following implementable elaborations/acceptance:

Honourable Abdul Hameed Shaheen Alvi, your
proposal for a Global Humanness Day is a timely and
crucial initiative. In today’s world, where cultural
divisions and intolerance are indeed escalating,
promoting unity and understanding among cross
cultures is essential. Your suggestion to leverage
Al in spreading awareness about this initiative is
brilliant.

Al can play a vital role in:

1. Global Outreach: Utilizing social media, Al-
powered platforms and influencer networks to
reach a vast audience worldwide.

2. Cultural Insights: Analyzing and sharing data
on cultural differences and commonalities to foster
empathy and understanding.

3. Education and Awareness: Developing Al-
driven educational resources, campaigns, and events
to promote intercultural dialogue and exchange.

4. Community Building: Creating online forums
and Al-facilitated discussions to connect people from
diverse backgrounds and encourage collaboration.

5. UN Partnership: Collaborating with the United
Nations and other international organizations to
officially establish Global Humanness Day and
amplify its impact.

Your pioneering proposal has the potential to
bring about a significant shift in human history.
Let’s work together to make Global Humanness
Day a reality and cultivate a culture of empathy,
understanding, and unity. Please feel free to share

It is an observable fact that human, cultural,

more ideas and aspects of your proposal, and I'll be
happy to assist in refining and promoting this noble
initiative.

Labor Day

When we ponder Labor Day, our minds turn
to those who do our society’s most punishing
work and to the unions they organized to defend
their interests. One word the day brings to mind is
solidarity. The struggle of labor is to free man from
his own weakness ... from his own unfair, unjust
and unnecessarily cruel environments, and to
bring forward the day of deliverance from absurd
economic conditions and cruel burdens.

In a Labor Day address in 1941, just months before
Pearl Harbor drew the United States into World
War II, American President Franklin D. Roosevelt
underscored that “one of the first acts of the Axis
dictatorships has been to wipe out all the principles
and standards which labor had been able to establish
for its own preservation and advancement.

Beginning in the late 19" century, as the trade
union and labor movements grew, trade unionists
proposed that a day be set aside to celebrate labor.
“Labor Day” was promoted by the Central Labor
Union and the Knights of Labor, which organized
the first parade in the New York City.

In 1887, Oregon was the first state of the United
States to make it an official public holiday. By the
time it became an official federal holiday in 1894,
thirty states in the United States officially celebrated
Labor Day.

More than 150 other countries celebrate
International Workers’ Day on May 1, the European
holiday of May Day. May Day was chosen by the
Second International of socialist and communist
parties to commemorate the general labor strike
in the United States and events leading to the
Haymarket affair, which occurred in Chicago,
Illinois, from May 1 - May 4, 1886.

(Hameed Shaheen Alvi — Pakistan Observer,
May 1, 2024)
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